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TO TKE 

[HE Lives ^ Cleopatra and 
O^itwWform, perhaps, th«" 
ifrongeft Contrail of any 
Ladies ccli^HU&d ia BJdkxky. 

Ck^(tira prefcnts u6 with the aban-f 
doned Cdnfcquences, and the &tal 
Cataftrc^e^ of an haughty^ ^nd inr 
triguing Woman 5 whofe only Views 
were to exert her Charms, and profti- 
lutc her Pow», to the Gradfication of 
ft botifldie& Vanity afitd Avarice^ witb 

out 



-J 




DEDICATION. 

out Regard to die Riiin of her Country, 
or the Sufferings of others. 

The amiable and gentle OSfavia 
gives us, on the reverfe, an Example 
of all the Graces and Embellifliments, 
worthy the j^oft xefioed-K^male Cha- 
rafter- *^Y^[h\xii^^^ 
and the E)elicai:y jif iHicSr-Manners, be- 
came her etwpted Station, and were an 
Ornament fo'the poiheft^Couft. She 
patronized the Learned, and was of. a 
truly Roman Spirit, in facrificing her 
private to the public Good. Nor did 
this Heroine fhine with lefs Luftre 
in perfonal than in public Virtues. She 
was a fincere Friend, an affectionate 
Sifter, a faithful Wife, and a tendei 
ferid inftrudtive Parent. Such was thi 
accompliflied Charafter of OStavia / 

Thefe are the Two different Pidur^ 
I have endeavoured to. reprefent^ an( 
if I have been fo happy as to draw then 



DEDICATION. 

«i aay manner to af&rd your Ladyflup 
the leaft Pleafure in die Peni&l> and 
not to dlfgrace the Honour of your 
Patronage, my Pains will be amply 
compen^ed. lam, 

Madam, 

With great Refpe^ 

mofi OhUgtd^ mi 
Obedient JJumbk Servant^ 



S. FlELPING^ 
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INTRO DUG TIO R 

E W Paitsx>f Writing afford > 
the Mind a more grateful 
Variety, enrich it with more 
*C9piou$Inftru<9:ion, or more engage - 
ingly tompt it to look into, and know 
itfelf, thajijBio^aphy y or the Lives of 
Perfoiis whofe iuperior Talents, Power, r 
andStatifdo i orwhofc uncxMnmon Turns . 
of Fortune,* feave divcrfified their Cha- 
raders, and diftinguifhed them from 
die r^ft of our Species. 

TheSofUl, fond of Entertainment, is 
hence fiirnifhed with a fumptuousFeaft^ . 
which, if ferved up with Elegance, and 
muoed with A^tjc i^lt, feldom difgufls 

./. ^ . B the 



ii INTRODUCTION, 

the Palate, or offends the Appetite — 
The ©oeft rifes chearfal, and depirti 
iirgopd Humour; well pleafed with his 
Fare, and the Author's Invitation, 

The Reader, like a Traveller, herein 
viev^rs the Manners of human Nature, ' 
and Cuftoms of the Worlds the In- 
trigues of Poliey^ the Arts of Lovers, ^ 
and the Eitploits of Heroes; with the ■ 
fecrct Springs and Motives of their A(3i-. ? 
ons, at a much eafier Expence indeed, 
and with no more Labour thiatfftQJ-iiing 
over a new Leaf i whkh oftea^iinfi^ikk ^ 
to him as uneicpe6ted a' Scene, andiJif- i 
ferent a Profpea, as if he had ^rlianged 
his Climate, or taken aFlightrfr<^n onef 
Region to another. . : t , 

A, 

For fuch Reafons tiie celebrated 
Montaigne recomm6nds:the Lives of 
Plfitarch^ as the moft lifefiil and valu*» 
able Treafure ti ahtient Learning; And 
itjs perhaps from Ijiihappy: Maimer xad 

U . inter 
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1 INTRODUCTION, iii: 
inle^-mixiftg the Circuraftrocesiof his 
oWn Life, wfe derive not a' ^little of the 
SatisfadtiOn we have in ihe Perafal of ^ 
tMt^ in^nious and o^afiogc^A^aidictt'.^ 

l&nJfelfl ■•-^-;.' -'^^n-^- TiC-;:::; ;i:^lfi^ 

From the .feme Taftc of beii%ac*i 
quainted withthe various and furpdfinjg^. 
Incidents of Mankind, arifes our infiiti- 
aWe€ttrioirty;fbrN^ R^rtfahfcls : 

Irifataaty withl ScSWiftf Rl^i^tapeft^'nai 
try, we draw ttieft^aitious €ha?flkSleri' 
into a real Exiftenfee'; - and thus, ^^lifA 

v^^rrilly ifttdreSf^ aftd'-d^^y-affea^i 
by'th© -feniaipQr^iSceoei^ «tf ^foUm^o 
the v^o^m(|(ktCf^^e<»|eh»Ib£ Doni 

or thfe'MhS Rrffo(*fl«{->#^:^^9^5^«-f^ 

tliofe IkSmMm^P Mdo«$etiLfl 

to iUlitA B^^fdrtiK j^vttiifldff^tyit 

-*'ii B 2 Per- 
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Performasces of this Kind h?ive in- 
deed one Advantage ; that, as they are 
Ac Works ofJFaney, the AqthcJr, like 
aJPamtt!r,jnoiay ibjcolour, dj^corate, ^4 
;cmbelli(h thom, as moft agreeably flg^iei; [ 
our Hutnour, and moft highly promife 
t»^ntettain,<!captiy^'tei> and cdchant the 
.Mind* 

io Recoirtmenda^<pi», pf the/ l^yes -. pjf 
Berlpns who have i^Uy ..made their 
Appe^nce^Qn the,%age pf the Wprld, 
to their A^pflS sM^e, be^fr fiiitedt;© ; 
iftforcri, ; s^.^qios juftfr $^otipn$ . pf . 
ojjrfelve?* ft$ they ve .C^^giBals^ a^d 
fjfefent tibe.Eye ;With tlKt$ro%ea of 
hunvu) N»^e, t3^0;^fe:^ Life} and 
tuir^Neirteqded !l^3Hm4 Jhc' I4wt5 ^?u 
C;^4a»fti^ F»dTrjfttj|^ ^pif^or^^M^^ 

£b$:q«fi;e|i|6Gf(^k|, i§:f>f iiUrin&q Yajue, j 
^wd may> with greater Certaip^,, kfff 



iNTRddUCTldl^. V 

diipofed of, or applied ta oUr Service 
and Emolument. 

Tht(s the fambus Amours oijintBony 
^nd C/eopatra, having, a trac Founda- 
tion, wilt more efErfixialiy iimpre& tbe 
&tal ConfequenMs of a mad intDKicated 
Lover, and afalfeinffiiuating.Womiah, 
than may be expcfted from the moft 
admired or aecompliflied Novels ; and 
die Diftreffes of a virtuous OStavia Will 
^cite a rtiorc lifting Senfibility of Piety 
or Relentaient, than can. be indulged 
irom the moft pathetic Difcriptions ol* 
. Rcmance. For- in' the latter the Reader 
<fidd(an ib: fitr forgets himfelf, as not to 
recolleft that the Gharidlers are imagi- 
nary and feigned j/wherea^^ the former, 
like tmciMiriiours, reflet the real Ima- 
ges c£ i*^i*lf t5^f(>ns.^ 

;(:i oBhcfo] fopwrior A^vetntages of real 
. Ch;*waer§ in^uce4 the Author of th^ 
, JftisQ.of Clec^atrO^dOSfavmy to feleft 
b ife B 3 the 
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vi INTRODUCTION. 

the moft ii^ercfting Parts of ^eir His- 
tories for the Enterfainnient of the Pub- 
lic. But as the modern Relifhfof Works 
of Imagination would almoft tenipt her 
to de^air of Approbation, without fome 
Mixbire of Romance, £he has, in Qom- 
plaiy^ce to this Tafte, introducefd the 
Lives of thofe Ladies, as fuppofed to 
have been delivered by themfclves in 
the Shades below. By which Method 
^ the Reader may at leaft expedfe a inorc 
impartial, diftind, and exaft Narrative 
of their feveral Adventures, and of the 
Motives they were influenced by, Aan 
could have been ex^edtexl &om; thdt 
own Lips^j unlefs he is fa inveceratdy 
prejudiced in DisfavcMic erf the Sex, M 
to prefume, with the ill-natured .Sati- 
rift. That a Woman is not to be credited, 
any more than trufted, tHo' stead, • : ] 

The AuthOT begs Leave to account 
for her Interview with thbfe Heroin^, 
as Jhrner^ Virgit^ j^Jiopkanes^ Iawm^ 

I ^ and 



INTRODUCTION, vii 

and others, have on the like Occafion, 
through the Affiftance of an Eaftern 
Sorcerer or Magician, who conveyed 
her to the gloomy Realms of Pluto^ 
and by his Intereft at Court, prevailed 
on that grand Monarch to command 
thofe celebrated Shades to give her a 
faithful Detail of their Lives, during 
their Abode on Earth. There was no 
dilputing his Orders; and the only 
Shadow the imperious Queen oi Egypt 
retained of her former Royalty, was, 
the Permiffion granted her to take 
Place of OBaviay in the Recital of her 
Story^ which £he did in the following 
Manner. 
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A R D is the Ta(k you have 
ioipofed on .me 5 not only; to ' 
recount with Impartiality and 
Faithfu^ne(s''tke Hiftbry of my o\^n I^ifc, 
but-Iikewife to npveal thofe fecret Motived 
6TWyi44i^^s, which. werfc once ft) -little 
IcndWn to myfelf, that I was almoft as 
mufch tke (j^bjedl ' of my 6wn Deteif,' as 
Were either df my powerfuMi»Wers;- The 
Knowledge of chefe Motives is no^Wht 
attained without the dcepeft Refleftion.— 
Ihdecdi the ' firft' Iriipulfe of the humaa 
Wiha^i^'fteqUtotly fo veiy foi-eign to thi 
JKaion it afterwards profluees,andfo vtvy 
e-i-^ ' ' 'I B ^ unlike 
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unlike the Colours wherdfl >e reprefent ^ 
that A(51:ibn to ourfi^ves^ th^t k is ofteii^ ^ 
ijmpoffible for ui^ By >ny .Kefle<|^on, )tqf ^> 
J^ .acjqjuiaiate^^ .0f iHV J 

Souls, whilft imprifqned in the Body, and 
blinded by Pafliofr. ' However, I am at 
prefent poflefled of this Knowledge, and 
Ihall ob^y your irrefiftibl^ ComnVand, in 
giving you a true Pidlure of myfclf ; and 
happy is it, that I am now divefted of 
VanityV fince ^lhal^hete^have fo littte 
Opportunity to flatter and gratify that in» 
fatiable Paffion*. ^ - ■ ■ 

.*-r Nothing renaafkablepajfled in myln* 
fancy 5^ only as I was "born a Princels, my 
f'giher being King of Egypt ^ the^ Relpedl 
and Dirtanc^ jvltH which I was treated,^ 
iriftiiled very earjly into my Mind, the No* 
tipn, that to pleafe niyfelf was the fole 
B^^efs- ,qf;ny Life, and tha^t .every one 
4ipiy^d.5p,e. yva^ bpriv to^ be my .Slave* y 

; I had two5 brothers, and a rSifter .j .but 
being myfelf^tb^ Eldeft, and nay Farficf 
entertaining aa appafent Prgudice in mj 

Favour, 
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CXErOPATRA. it 
Fkvour, lufed thcfe with all the Infofentec^ 
the high Cdncfeit of my Merit couM diflatc 
or fuggeft. 

In ihort^ as F was naturally of a Difpo<^ 
fition fo ielfifh as to dire& every Perfon^ 
and ta center cvcty Defire within th* 
narrow Compafs t>£my own Gratification ; 
and as this T^ent w^.likewife improved 
by Education, my elevated Fancy (cveni 
whilft I was yet very young) looked upon* 
the reft of Mankind with the utmoft Con- 
tempt V and I confidered them as ho moro 
Qapabic of F^eliijg, than if they were in- 
animate. — The Pkafures ojPains.of others^ 
were to me of fo little Importance, that I 
lived as if ihad been the only Creature ow 
Earth who had any SeijfatiQn. And yet^, 
had Mankind been fo unfufceptible of 
Plcafure or Pain, how fhouid I have been 
difappointed in purfuing my j^evenge on: 
thofe who in any manner piqued my 
Pride, in not paying me the Adoradon 
which t thought my Dpe I: 

'W^cnmy Father jP>WW died;, 

He 'left i4S'CrOWi -to me ania %'' Brother * 
B6 Ptoloiny 
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PSohnf^^pitn^ius^^fA^ox^^ to the 

¥:W^^. &^^^^y. 1 i wus to mafry. But 
Pothinus^ AcbillaSj and Theodotus^ three 
Men of ambitious Spirits (who wanted to 
4ivide betwecii tlicm all the Powiir and 
Jlet^rtiies 06 the Itingdam)* had got my 
Btptfeer'jinfto thdr l^ands. He by their 
Advice raifca fiach a Fo!?ce to affift Pompey 
ia the civil Wars between him and CaJoTt 
zsl ei)gaged Pompey^ by a Decree of the 
Sciute,.tagive the Qrpwn of Egypt wholly 
tQ my Brother. And yet this Pompey after 
the Batde oiPharfdia^ when he fled to 
my Brother for Refuge from the PurfuitS' 
of Cr/^, was murdered on thz Egyptian 
Sliore by^the Intrigues of thofc very Men, 
who bad acfvlfed the levying Troops for 
bis Affiflance knd Relief. 

I rejoiced in Ponipef% Death Trom that 
Spirit of Revenge, always predominant int 
iiie. For.Pjide, my darling^ Paflion, was 
ihjured; whcii any Man prefumed to be 
my Enemy. This is one Example of 
what I above obfcrved of its being inopof- 
.Jible wtul|l^iv^ to bc^jpprifcd of all the 
V ,' * '^ Motives 

i) u 
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Motivf^s pf our AdUoos^ finoe thU was a 
Secret norJJieflcAion could then have ac-? 
quainted m^ with. Many other Inilances 
0f which will recur m the Sequel of thii 
Rektion^ / ' ^ . ; 

When C4?/5r, after tHc I5m£& oTi^i^ 
came to \Se9candriaj I, . widi my \ Sfltei? 
Arjimi^ wa^ in ^r/^, ra^g Tr)DO|)s ia 
order tace^Ter my Crown^^ ■ J^at^ foort 
as I heard the Conqueror was in Egypt^ I 
refolved to liiffen thither/ and f)l6ad my 
owniEaufe iiii Pcrfon: For t thought the 
Grace and Beauty of the Pleader would 
avait more than the iitmof! Eloquence 
another could employ in my Behalf. And 
indeed it proved agreeable to myExpefta- 
tion; for C^r, though he gave Audience 
to my Agents, yet determined nothing 
tfill my Arrival. '^ \'\' - 

Afjinoe^ and my younger Frother, ob- 
t;ained an eafy Admittance into 'Alexandriiii 
%\XtAchitlas\m'y Byother^s GeneraT, jcalpuar 
t&at I was come to claim my Right, which 
l^imiclf aivi his Accomjglices had ulurped» 
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lOTfc all pc^Ale Precau^* to Hin<far vM 
from feeing e^^.^ Bfeweveis^ the Suc^ 
cefr of this Poii|t dispendeclon Stmagcmi 
^hey in .Vam/truteaToured to fmf^rate and 
prevent it. My Delight in over-reaching 
others was fo greats that the putting me 
pft^the I&veixcioa of Artificest ohly ferved* 
toifAni^hi me. with tn Opportunity <)f gra- 
tifyiflg^y n^uxal Pjfp(ifition^.an4 of tx» 
^r$:iGng:m^ moft favjovritciTalcnt. 

I t ' . .1. i . . i^ » * . -• ^ ^ • .. « -^ . » . 

. A<c<>Dppgmed. thereror(? bj jij^Uodoru^ 
the 5fd/^;[^, ;|goc into a. little rSki|F, or, 
pallpy^ land -ia l\it Dulk of the Evening 
landed near the Palace.. Although I found 
^ would l?e^ x^y difficult ta g^in an If^jte^r 
view withquf JDifcovery^^ ye^. hc^g FJ?!T 
(plv^d t3p a^forapl/fh it,yl placed my^K 
on a FeatHerrBed -^yihich JpeUodoruSy bind- 
ing up togetker with the Bedding, carried: 
on his Back, with me concealed in it,» 
through, thcr Caftle Gates, into Cafar^^ 
Apartment/ ,t?^ preare^-,wit)i the In- 
genuity pf the Contrivance^, ai^^^ 
with th^^ir ini whi^l^l ^uddeniy Parted: 
up,'*arT|^ pr&Kteq liiy/etf 'to ^Kif 3igiifg 
fioni that Momenrbecamc my jCovefl' 
-^'"^ ' lihall 
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^itI flialfcoawtc KcreixelMfe -the ikfenpfer io 
which I managed Cefar*s Paflion; poriiife 
Arts made ufe of by me to work and en- 
gage Kiri. to tny Defigns, a^ there ^If be 
la iritich to oflfer on that SuBje6k in t3ie Ag^ 
count Iflikll^hiave6eeafion to'^ve of myfn^ 
^^^cS'^if/ilH'lp^^ My Iriv^tibtii 

iflfiploV^d by Experiehide, then fhbiie in* its; 
Kighcft Xuftre } arid therefore, to ^voicf 
needlefs Repetitions, I Ihall at pr^fent oiily 
inention fuch Matters of Faft as aye pro-; 
per for your Information. 

; Ciefar at %ft. returned njc,my Crpw|r 
with tb^ entir^E^cl^fioaof ^y Bj:o^hcxj^ 

witl^ me^9^ the.^53!p/i^» J^Qnp..f^jiJwr 

tjckigdifeMfted^^ 

to xaifcjnew Comnaotibnsj wherein hp hail 

th^^di^refs to? engage Ptolpwy, l^imfiuf 

^qjftk^jluflp, However, Q/iri^fter f^ 

tw>cd)fq,compfeat a yi(5boiy^ ti&ati/^4^«|y 

W3S; obliged to:%)cjftefiig^ 

bjit/i^ ig^«yQ»riftg)tsi|#»g^ ii^ ^» 
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on tbr RIveri iVS/f^i. wasnidi^iTD^ thr 

Attempt.* ' ^-c^ •-^- • - y-^'-^' 

Brother, of eleven Yeats ojd, in the royal 
Dignity yrithniie : And C^r himfclf con^ 
tinued iny.Gueft near a Twelvernoatb, 
XU this Tixne we indulged, in the utpioft 
Profufion oF Luxgry;,, that my. own, ot 
the Invention of any of my Courtiers 
^ulddiftate^or the Power of Ci?/5?r coulcL 

execute; : i 

\ ■ 

At the Expiration of the Year, a neceflary 
War* engaged my Lover tb depart. The 
Separation fet heavy on my Mindjj asT 
looked* on fchri Conqtieflr over CafarHAi-^ 
feftion** to 'be ' highly worthy my ' mbOr 
afliduous'Erideavours to pn-cferVe: Fain 
would I have accompanied Kiiti ^and fucfif 
was the tender* Fondncils he exprefied to-* 
wards me, that he would have gladly con- 
fentedi had not his Soldiers peremptorily 
ihfefl*d 6n his kaving hie behind. U 
would be rieedlefs to intimate the Goiod^ 
HFill 1 elntett^ed f6r tteifcf Soldhtrs ; th6* 
k.was fomeSatisfaf^t^obletvethaiii! 

5 was 



CLEOPATRA. r^ 
was Cafar^ and not me, they difobcyed. 
And I wasalfanot a little pleafed with 
their Jealoufy of my Power over their 
Commander, which their Conduft fo 
plainly avowed* 

Soon after his Departure T was brought 

to bed of a Son ; whom» in Honour tx> 

Xitfar^ and by his Permiifion, I called 

On his Return to Rotni^ defar had my 
Imagepbcednexc to that of/^^fmx in the 
Temple he had buil^ an]d dedicated to this 
G6dde& of Beauty; I was no fiyoyier in* 
formed of the: Adoration he ixmiBmbercd 
jne with, than LdefiredUavei to- attrmi 
him u Rumul He-^ granted^ mjnReqodE^ 
Md I topk^ my Brother along wkk. mi. 
QajfiT* allotted me an Apartment in his 
own Palacf^ apd^ Was f^.open Jn Jii^^GaJ* 
Ikntries, as weli as attentive to my Pleafiires, 
.^t itgave gre^t Qfii^nfte tQi^e Rumns \ 
and partjlcptarly in refpe^!«o C^^^^^^ 
^ Jm» Wife; How^er^ my'Tritimph bv'dr 
' J^l^cart W/as fo/ahlblute, .thatfqiQcQcher 
■J'-^i V Mbtiva 
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, Motive could have forced h'm frolmmy 
Arms, than the Neceffity of hia Erefcate 
in Spain to finifh the War whfch then riged 
in that Country. His Tcndcrne6 for me 
prevailed on him to- recommend my going 
back to Egypt j as he thought it extremely 
imprapfer for me to cxpofe myfclf to the 
Rcfcntmeht of . a jealous Wife. I accord* 
.ingly Qon;iplied with his Advice, and re* 
turned to Egypt^ loaded with magnificent 
Prefcnts,. 

a:My JSfesciiuticwij feggriOted ta n^ tfe 
JPt^lkylpf Jteviofe my Bii>thd: behind; 1 
.9f!aaa^ppi:ehfin£ive that as he grewbld^r, 
Ihft i^auJii xdaici ridisfShareL ia iM/Gomrnr 
Itmnt of: x»y :Kii%d<M:; I and dierefore ito 
^pmvpnifi thi& (Son&q^ence, I coiuxived : itb 
haverliiffi paifibned at Rme^ wherfe W tie 
rwa& a Stranger, his Cataftrophe ^rmsSi fo 

^wd^^^tf^ Ai^flihadon <^ 

'©p^iw thtf Sqiate by Jwstf ^ 

i&teooipUccis, : Tim and Qnctv^ting^oc^ 

'^ -jl/1 - row 
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row appeared to me fruitlefsj and thcrjC- 
fore all the Refp^ I Ihewai the^MjCmo^ 
of this fnighty.Hero, was an immediate 
Engagement with the eldeft Son of his 
greateft Enemy j • namely Poffiff^; I ima- 
gined, now C^far was no inpjrje, th^t^dxe 
iFatmily of Fimp^ would in^ %U lifceBhoftd 
floor ij9i again at: B^tne ; and fo that it was 
my later^ to cultivate, the J^riejpd.i]bjyp pf 
the Head of thii^ iiluftrious Faioil^. 

Ofuiir^ the dyil \yar ^twecja.^hfi Mw- 
decer?! of C^efar^ ;\ajEkd tfee.4y?nger8L€f thjit 
Murder, it was my Study to keep in Favour 
irithboth Partial lor t^^^^ of 

-wbich Deiign^ wMlft I di%aix^ TrMps> 
io .ttie^Aaftanee: of Bs/oitfjt tiv Sym^ X 

:totcimikA& Stra^ m^ LieuttoMt jia 
{^fpriUi XA declare for Cagms, . ; 

'. . f r :fr- :.;.: 'l . ; ;/ ' ' . ,.; \ 

,(«^)^h9^gte«llqr.(»^ftsff4^^ 
£<?/*4M*hfc;Nfl^ 

u.b nvoa 
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mcivnieto appear in Perfon bfeforchifn^ itf 
order to juftify myfclf from the Accufation 
of having affiftcd the Enemies of C^far. 

As foon as 3ellius had' niade rtte ac- 
quainted with the Commands of Anthotg^ 
I' was' imtficdfatelyftruck with the pkaf- 
ing Thought of^ the fortunate Oppbrtanity 
I^ftould have of enfnarteg the amoroAs 
Triumvir by thofe artful Wiles which'Ex- 
perience had fo much improved 5 and L 



which- had long a|^ been- ftroftg ein^Gwugh 
to entaiigte the great aiid Eighty (Sr^ 



- liflcedJDrf&WmanyC^eft&n^c^ 
z^f%Jinihikfi^ with^ah Air pf anxious Sor* 
Irow and pai-dGulat^ Concern, 1^1 fliouid jfe 
'^ny-^wayi^^>pear «o h^ve olfenkied htnr. Ax n 

the fame TirfM5^Ii)fo put'onb JiMiguilhmig*ra 
Look, which moved the Compaflion of p 

^ Leave td" aflfbire me,i that ^ft^^if^uW f j 
^ eftai-ntSF- wooia be^ait attifflc ^^tftftidh » 

agatfift ttie Re(bbieftt df::/ftl^A^^^ 1^ whb, n 
vfcc was vety €0iiM(int j^ would . have fiir f< 

- jg^e&fer ikcafiM (o^bd a{^^^ 
i^ . I dan*' 



( 
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;cr0us Tendency of viewing Beauty 
as.mine. . 

?/2rr<ahd Pomp/^ had indeed already 
iQced me, that the Power of my Own 
ms was fudicieht t6 ehcje^age me to 
the Wolrd^ oilDeUiUf an eafy Credit; - 
1 this Moment Ilodketf en jfntbony 
y PrislV, arid Was fure df omquering ' 
' fdiiwilfed B^^^^ Prcfents, and ^ 
bicf Mdff^ tc^' his Lords ^^omiiing : 
iej^hiiCiithtftaJids, ^Tddn^ a$ I bad ^ 
d *hlat i^BS neccffary foi? iriy JDte. 
iit. 

t the Time of my dirmiOing L^lUus^ 
iitiSs^ pore vt iet off my P^cfofi ;so 
idtAfvsilt^ -NoiA^ npiQrna*. 
iitii>>tjeiK>e wutKimtttec), tM might 
r Ji :ftfcbflg ifl^lNCfiidll v^ my : Accom- 
Doitft jii^ Ajfaid ofJMH^ftt. j fmile^, 
oc^^ &nd 4WWt *i if JLidc4gpe4 ' 

Q^ri4e4jt^^^>(!^^ ]^^ 5»0d ^ 

I as wouKt make him impatient to 
d thcOr^ai of lo hix a Pi^ure. ^ 
! . Kings 
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Kings and Emperdrs, who couk) lay at 
my Feet Crowns and Sceptres, were the 
fole Objeds of my . elevated Spirit and 
boundlefs Ambition. ; It^y zk jinijbom^ as 
Sharer of the TThJi-dl rart, or rather djf^. 
Half the WorW>,^aJnflf^ w^ pUyed 
the ArtUl^ofJLow. *^jH[aa all tnepierfo- 
nal or ac(iv4re4 <3yu^ificatipn3 whicj^ were 
ever diyi4e4jana9ngfl Maiik^ ce^- • 

tered ia Qne^.fvqn ik^- ^^^^J^ : 

have inlirirJ?4l»^ ?^i«^ J«ft^^ 
I tette^hoen iftiy/otJicrwife^^lfla^j^ 
Perfedions, than as they tnfaance^ir^ ^ 
Glory of m;j^ Conqueft. 

natfdiv^ rcKred' throV^h ^g-thr^VArifityd ofl) 
Pleafurcs Chichi ^ihcKMrniom^antp^ ^ 

Kings knA •Pt^hc^V'^MidJAdihiofislimM^ 
att^riaed^'iA 'Uj* jftiKN^^€.«Mp'>itikl*. 
wafte^h^f^yiH^ 

and^DepehA^ ^'^«y (!»fe(«6««Pi«K 
nii^uri *' ^* * ^^'^ ^i.:irn fciuow un et«^A\ 

-:i< ivt I was 



\ 



/ 
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I was Row€Vcr tefolved to be tfow in 
fetting oot on xny Expedition, as fil-fl: to 
be apprifed whether Dellius had, according 
to my Expe6Utioiis, ra&fed in Aifbmy any 
eager Defirc^ 6f feeing mt. I therefore - 
w^i^cd, fill I frequent and reiter«id Mef- '^ 
fages were feoi: to demandimyrAppe^randeC ' 
A^laft t^ iniportSfiiit Day came, xin wfiich 
my Fat^)dc^Qded; : The Con&jence in- 
de9^ Ja flfti^^dcfaAmnfyi wwift£ }(ftrm^ 1^ 

gi;9^y^fi«i5*fg^e*iatk«fc'jo1f^^ 

with ' iiil4itf"Golcf. Hrfii^ ^ails^Airftrd o^ 

■J-^' beat 
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•beat Time to , the Flutes and Hautboys. 
I, with a kind of luxurious Indolence and 
.affefted Supinenefs, dreflfed as the God- 
^t&yenus is ufually -rcprefented, repofcd 
under a Canopy qF Cloth of Gold,.curi*- 
oufly eihbroldered. Beautiful little Boys, 
like Cupids, flood on each Side to fan ine» 
My Maids were attired like Sdarnymphs 
and Graces, the more beautifol ^ofjtfaem 
furwundiAg Jttie with awini SHesce^ to at- 
tend^^Jtoy MoMMb; while the lefsdelk^e 
^mjployed theinlUves, fonbe a| die Stteragfe, 
ibme at fuch Parts of the Tackle as tbty 
had been tai|ght to nian^ge* JRich JPer- 
fumes '^JiKirfed their Frajgiraiiey "from 'the 
Vffflfel^tafiic aioit. iSow (Ad iiiy Heart 

covdreift widi i^dhiA^ iof People,, ^ho 
ran oa^ of die City to viewio uncommon . 
a Sight V ttleeme^ to ine that I was re-^^ 
cdirddlin Ti^iumph^ for Jhii^nymzs left ' 
.alone, fitdng tn th£ Foriim oh his Tribu- 
nal ; *whiUl all. ,|ii» .Attendanta flocked 

pafle4 .alpng^ J bq^rd a Rumpiir th^,? v 
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for Ae common Good and Security of 
Afia. 

As Toon as landed, Anthonj fent me an 
Invitation to Supper. 1 confidered fome 
Moments what Anfwer to return 5 for I 
knew it was neceJSary to ^e very circum- 
fpeft concerning the firft Interview. I had 
Art enough to be fenfible on what Triites 
fomctimes depends a Woman's .gaining or 
loTing a Conqueft. :/ 

My^ Situation was fucli that 1 dared npt 
pbfitively refuTe Anthonf% Rcquefl; and 
yet I thought, that by keeping up the 
Dignity of the Queen^ and by exadWng 
the Refpeft due to a Womail, I fliould/ 
be -moft likely to daziic him with wy ' 
firft Appearance. I feared that by paying 
too hafly an Obedience to his firft Suiii- 
itions, I ftiould lejQTen the Awe which my 
Beauty might otherwife infpire v and which 
feemed equally proper to engage his Love, 
and to flatter my own Pride. As I wanted 
to make Wm think my Heart a greater 
Prize than any Kingdoms he could con- ' 
quer, 1 took ail poffible Care to preferve " 
' C my 



) 
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my Dignity^ and to raife kt leaft a Shew 
of Difficulty in the Conqucft. Inftcad^ 
therefore, of attending him on his Sum- 
mons, I fent him an Anfwer, That altho* . 
as a Roman Senator, and as the greateft 
Man on Earth, he might demand Attend- 
ance from all the Potentates in the World ; 
yet, as a Woman and a Stranger, I hoped 
the brave Mark Anthoi^ would fo far in- 
dulge my Requeft, as to honour me firft 
with his noble Prefence. 

The Emperor politely obliged mc by 
his Compliance ; and I had nothing to do 
but to prepare for his Reception ; which I 
gave Orders for, with all the Elegance 
the Shortoels of the Time would admits , 

I contrived everything as miich as 
poflible to weaken and enervate the Mind» 
and to make wanton Pleafures the mod 
defirable. Soft Mufic was properly adapted 
to raife and footh the Paffions. A Number 
of Branches, with Lights in them, ingeni- 
oufly difpofed, fomc in Squares, and fome 
in Circles, w^re let down at his firft En- 
trance. 
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tiMct. Birdsalfo: iprerc perched afnortgft 
the Branches, which, deceived t)y the 
Splendour of the Light, chirriipped and 
fung as if it had been Nt>on-day^ 

Oil each Side as he paifed ware placed 
beautiful Women^ adorned to die bcft A& 
vantage. The plaineft ofthefe ftood firfti 
and thencef wery Step he took. Beauties of 
a more o^ifilie Kind, and mcire. richly 
dreflled, attrafl:edhiiiEy(es. Thia;I,twb' 
tifved to ejcdte in Ms Mind an Idea of the 
Gradatioh of Beauty fron^ the lowsft. to 
the higheft Degree j and Jo certain was 1^ 
of the Pre-e;minence of ,my Charms^ that 
thofe of any Other Woman were ihcapafele 
of givii^'pie the leaft J6atoufy •; aiid'I al^ 
ways took crare to have the moft celebrated 
Beauties about my Pek'fon j where they 
iervedas a conl^nt OTBferingto my Pride, 
by fhewing; aU , who approached mp how 
fnvich^ i excelled the faireft pfm/Stex.; 

I placed my felf in a penfive Attitud^ 
with OTj^ liea^ redinin^on my ^9f^tliti^ 
r^c}^ a Portion ^fj^Jniiio^ ^i^^ i^ee f^ 



CLEOFATRA. ip 

ported me by the Arm (for I ftiil pretended! 
1 could not move without Affiftaivce) and 
led ihe to a Ghair of Scate,^ which I had 
prepai^d for him. In this he placed me». 
ieemingly againft my Will; though indeed 
nothing could have pleafed me more^ 

'• Hefatby^me; and I had badExpert- 
enec enough in the Ways of Men^ clearly 
to perceive that I had fuciceeded even be- 
yond my. wimieft Hopes. Anthctty was* 
aftoilifhed aiid captivated with my Charms- 
-His Voice feultered ^ his Words broke 
forth in trembling Accents, and he Teemed 

at once tofear and- to adore me. 

' . ■ I. ... 

^- The Raptures which poflfeffed my Mind 
en feeing niy&lf thus Mtftrefsof the very 
S&aV<^ Anibowf^ were ineiq>reffible ; and 
k would be a^vain Taflcta pretend a Do- 
fcription of them. I omitted no one Art 
'to ftiy^P^wfer' to inereafe: hisFJamt j^ for 
ks I had no Paflion for him, ^my Judgrf- 
BOent wa3 cool^ a^ enabled me tx) turfi 
«his Paflions to ^my pwn Advantage as I 
pldafcd. C^rj.it'istrue, had loved it>e 
• : r: C 3^ as^ 




"I fto"^ „ the c»tCof1 '' 
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bim, Was Sufficient to engagie my Heart, 
and make our Defire of feeing each other 
reciprocal. The Improbability of this 
Story was no Bar to Jntbonf^ Belief of 
it : Nay, on the contrary, liiemore afto- 
nillung it wai> the lefs fcrupulous was he 
to give it Credit. 

As &on as I was convinced my Conqueft 
was fecure, with all die Wit iatnd Pleafantry 
I was Miftrels of, I demanded Rewards of 
Mtboify for tfie AffiftaUce Ihad fenttfe/a- 
heUA\ not mentioning a Word that my 
Lteutenant in Cyprus hid declared for 
Q0ms : For when I ws» fatisfied AtUbot^ 
^Welton the Word^ of idie Speaker, with- 
-out confidering the Matter fpoken, I drop* 
ped or added what Chrcumftances I plea&d.. 
An Artifice I made ufc of ever afterwards, 
in my IntercoUrfe wkh the amorous Tri-^ 
umvir. 

Anthony was very apt to place a full 

Confidence in the Integrity of others : A 

fine Difpofition to be managed by a Wo? 

mm he laved! He was naturally fincere 

C 4. yet 
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yet not very willing t6 think himfdf in tfle- 
wroihg-, but as foon as he was made ftnfibie 
of his Faults, he was ready to aflc Pardon 
of thofe he had offended. If this' was true 
of him in general, how might he be fup- 
pofcd to fawA and cringe when he had of- 
fended his Miftrefs 1 It was impoffible for 
a Woman of my Pride and Ambition to 
have met with a Lover more fuited to in- 
dulge her Inclinations. 

His Raillery wa« very fliarp; but the 
Edge of it was taken off, and rendered 
inof&nfive, by his fuffering any Kind of 
Repartee : for he was as well contented to 
be handibmely rallied, as he wasr to rally 
others. This Difpofition was well calcu*- 
lated for Treachery to work upon ; fince 
the Freedoms that were taken with him > 
on his own Permiffion, he imagined arofe 
from open Honefty v and therefore coufd 
not fear Deceit from thofe who dealt thua 
freely with him. Befides, this kind of 
Half-fatire is one of the moft refined Flat- 
teries, when it is made ufc of to thofe whof? 
Power over us is acknowledged; d^^ 

plair 
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pimn}(f(jC€(ny(iys ^ j^ughc^ft Compliment 
tOi .tfaeiFerfons :^ho copckfcend willin^y 
(Qgr^tfuch Liberties ta their Inferiors* 

I obfervcd that great Ufe w^s made of 
this I^ibeftjf in Bufinefs of Importance; 
for, vpon examinihg any Difficulty, his 
JJ'J^tter^rs ordered their Affairs' fp, as they 
njight feem not to yield to him put of 
tomplaifance,.but becaufe he had a Reach 
above, and a Penetration fuperior toiv 

[rjfttthbny was, as J have' faid, naturally 
of a very open Difpofition ; and this being 
i'mprovedJiy Love, 'could fcarfce fail of 
producing his Ruirt, when his LoVe haid 
bn<?i^ *ehflaved him to a Woman of Art; 
'ifvKd'C^iiitid^fed'him only as the Means of 
iktisfyirtg hei- Ambition, or indulging hei- 
tapritious Humour, without having Affee- 
tidh enough for hiin^to make his Interefti 
liisi H^nouri o!*- hii* Happinefe, Poincs 

Wcyrthy her Gonfideration. - • 

c-'i 'A r;;:.; :.. .; : • • -o r : < . ,: 

;:Sach.tbco.w»s his Situation with me at 
IgBlimU jFdr RQtwiLhj^anding all the Ah 
r.v:, 1 " ^ 5 ^ pearanee 



1 



pearance <rf JFondnefe ^kh IpuroV, arid 
which I aded to aD<%t^ee'of PerftNSttdrt 
that muft ^areiriipared^in^ iny Man> Hhd 
was ^ much in Love; as I aflfefted to be 5 
and notwithftanding all ftiy warm Expref* 
lions, which carried the. Paffion up to Ex- 
travagance, and alitidft to Madinefs ; I had, 
in plain Truth, no other Value for thii^ 
Hero, than as he contributed to my P6wer, 
land was the Inftrument of my Ambition, 

The firft thing I did, as foon as I per^ 
ceived rny unlimited Sway oyer Anthony^ 
was, to endeavour to fet him and all his 
Friends at Variance 5 for I knew his Friends 
muft be my Enemies 5 as they, not being; 
bhrided by Love, as he was, would pjej^je^ivA 
my Intentions of continually deceiving 
iiim. Belides, I conlidered that I fhould 
have double the Trouble to perfuade him 
jK) follow my Advice, whilft he qonyejcife^ 
:iyitb pthers ^ho woul^ be per-petuallj p^* 
fuading him to a6i? the contrary Part. Ap/^ 
as *I did not care to truft him to the 
Con^erfation of thofe who were reaiUy his 
Friends, fo I did not chufs th^ b« flibciid 
5 . ' have 
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have too frequent Opporcumties of con^ 
vcrfing with himfclf • 

I placed therefore all my own Creatures 
about him ; and thus^ inftcad of fearing; 
Oppofition, I was always fecure of having 
my Counfel well feconded, by thofe who 
Were as indiflferent as myfelf to any ill 
Confequences which migh^ attend Anthony 
from following it. 

For Example j Anthony vrzs fomewhaC 
hafty in his Temper ; and if ever that drove 
him to be unreafonable to another, I was 
fure to throw the Blame rn the wrong Place, 
in brder to juftify and bring him into good 
Humour with himfclf; till headmired my 
Judgment, arid was in Raptures at my 
Love for him. On the contrary, if any 
one dared to ofi^nd me, oi^ even not to pay 
that Deference ta my Dignity I thought 
it deferved (which, by the way, was aimoft 
impdffible), Im?^ Antbotrf treat them ril^ 
ofii^ becauie it wai my Pleafure it (houtd 
be f6 : . : Nor did .he even prcfume to aflf 
what, was .the Nature of their Offence,; 
bociAU&Jx kfiew.tliatr would p^t me ottt 
Q6 oi 
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of HutiK)ur, and J. fhould reproach him 
with not having Faith enough in my Un- 
derftanding to depend on my Judgment 
of diftinguifhing Right from Wrong, 

Thus he returned a little Flattery, w^ich- 
coft me nothing, by foothing my Humour, 
at the Expence of his Friendfhip, his Ho- 
nour, his Juftice, and his Undcrftanding. 
But what rivetted him mod firmly my 
Slave, was his greedy Love of Pleafurc; 
for as my Smiles were his Delight, and my 
Frowns his Torment, thii put him quite 
in my Power; fmce I could inflift the 
latter, or indulge him in the former, juft 
according t6 my ambitious Will. Atrf 
as I had fo littk Love for him, that 
any Sufferings of his could not move me 
to Compafiion (nay, on the reverfe, whea 
he fuffered on the account of my ill Hu*^ 
riiour, the Power of makiir^ him iuffer 
gave me Delight), I could command my- 
felf to plague orpleafe him, jult in Pro- 
portion as I thou^t neceflary to bring 
about my own Purpofc: For whilft he 
was in Agonies 1 was uncoocemed ; and 

cox^- 
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confidcrcd only to what Advantage I 
could turn his tumultuous Pkflions. 

My Reflexions on Anthoirfs paft Cbn-r 
dudt gave me Leave to hope, with great 
^cafon, for Succefs with him in any 
Wickcdnefs I had an Inclination to per- 
petrate ; for whatever good Difpofition He 
might originally be endowed with, he had 
fo longaccuftomedhimfelf to follow the 
Bent of his Humour, without any Regard to 
the Juftice orlnjuftice of his Aftions, that 
he was the fftteft Inftrumentl could have 
found to carry my pernicious Schemes into 
Phiftice. This his having a Hand in the 
cruel-Profcrijption at Romcy after the Death 
of defar^ and efpccially the Murder of 
Gcero (a Man who had gained the general 
Efteem oS his Countrymen), fbfficiently 
proved J and I was refolved to make ufe 
of my Knowlege of his Charafter. 

The firft Aftion of Rnportance by 
which i exercifed my unlimited influence 
over Antbofff^ vf^s the prevailing on him 
to put to death my Sifter Arfinoe % which 

let- 
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I cffcfled, without even afkinghim to dq^ 

it, in the Manner following* 

jA'Jme was my younger Sifter 5 and to 
her, in Conjundion with my younger 
Brother (whom I poifoned, a» has been 
already related) was formerly allotted the 
Kingdom of Cypruj by CafaK 

The Charader of Arfinoe was unexcep* 
tionable ; and I never heard her mentioned 
without great Encomiums on her Good* 
ncfS) as one Inftance of her being happy; 
This, befides that I wanted her Kin^om,. 
ftung me to the Soul with Envy; and 
I could enjoy no Quiet whiUl Ihe wa$ 
alive. : . ^ 

jnthoftf^ for a Week together, foan^ 
me frequently in Tears ; and all he cou}d 
get from me was fome Story I had invented 
ofArfime^ as if (he intended by Treachery 
tQ take away my Life^ becaufe I was^ fo 
liappy as to pli^afe him» This i did ^ 
ioften, th^t at laft Anthony y who would 
iootier ^aye facfifiijed the. wholgWorl^ 

than 
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tlian have feeji s^ in continual Difcontent^ 
&tiA in a Rage, and ordered jAr/inoc to be 
deftroyed. 

. Wh^n., jfy^hffj! told me what he bad 
400^9 al^^I wa^in myfelf muchpleafed, 
yet I fell into the moft violent Paffion 
hn^giiibMr} aiK^ to pr<Hre my Gopdnef^ 
iaid» that tho- Jrfirm had pjofted againft 
my Life, yet I could have forgiven her ;— ^ 
ThatI c|U< Jim inlpnd he fli^ld jiave known 
whs^Te^bddmei: but he infifted on it v and 
I coiUd deny him ncrthipg; That I did 
UpC imiH^e.he would have made fo bar- 
barous to :Uie 0f my Confidence in him^ 
as. tb dcArojf tfty 4;mJ7 3ifter. Then f 
ibmpid,c«i^, md ftewcd 4^1 the M^rkf 
lifAgony.IiCCMidd pc^fflbly dwife ; whilft 
Jb^ffmrf XxhrtiyxS^di^ begged Pardon, anj^ 
triedieyctiyMetlwid jbQ could invent: tp ^ 
fnib .OTiy: Ai^gon. : \ mwi^ <hi j ^ ? fgr ^ $1^ 
it would bear, titt I; fav«: hiiPaAetice,^^ 
an End ; and he began in his turn to ftorm, 
IttiinKd^,! akd rail .at Women. Th^n I 
kifewri lie ^s^ provoked ; .Ibr, wlieneverl 
dti|>leafed h^m, to avoid dir^dly abufing 
• .mL: me. 
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me, which his Love would not pertnie 
Mm to do» his Rage vented^itfelf on; Wo- 
men. I therefore did not venture to urg« 
him farther at this Time, but fmiled him^ 
into Peace. I madfc him believe my ex- 
ceflive Grief for my Sifter prevented nw 
from duly refleftingv that nothing bu§ a 
Senfe of my Danger had induCiwJ bim to 
do what I had^ perhaps^ unjuftly) con- 
demned-, fince, though^ my Sifter waft 
dearer to me than my own Lifej' I was 
convinced my Life was, if poffibfe^ dearer 
to him. Then, with a Sigh; and looking 
at him witfran Air of greatTendcrfleft^-I 
added, Vi^ Anthony fees how induftHi»ii 
I am to find an Excufe^fdr him ; and if* I 
could find none, he was ienfible I maft 
forgive-, but as he knicwtheflxeefspfni^ 
Love and Weaknefs^i I hoffed h& would 
life his unlimited Power 'over nry Heart 
with Gendenefs and Mer<;y, an4 ^ 4iot tr|^ 
ismph ovel" bfs Gonqueft,^ : . :; 

At thefe Words,-^«/i»ir7 ia a MonimC 
ibrgot all that had paflbd. FJie k>ved me the 
better for my A&&ion to inyiSifter» a^d 

admit- 



\ 
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^rdthitted (for what then would he not hav€ 
admitted ?) as a farther Pix)pf of my Gle- 
merity, my prevailing with him to forgive 
Magahezus^ the Prieft of Diana •, againft 
whom he Was enraged, for having treated 
Jbrfinoe with the Reipedt due to a Queen, 
whilft he fanfied her my Enemy, though 
indeed the true Motive of this my Cte- 
mency was, that altho* I hated Arjinoey yet 
I thought her near Relation to myfelf iii- 
titled her to royal Treatment. But, as a 
Reward for fuch Goodnefs, the Emperor 
gave me the Kingdom of Cyprus y and was 
fo delighted with my being reconciled to 
him, and for condefcending to forgive 
him, for doing what I myfelf had urgpd 
him by Craft to perfbrm» that he was tea 
times more my Slave than ever. In like 
manner I came off viftorious in every 
Quarrel, and gloried in the Thought of 
what a Dupe I made of this lordly Maftec 
ot the Third Pact of the Univerfe. 

The next Inftance of my^ unbounded 
Influence over Anthony ^ was the carrying 
lum hafik with me into Akxandria^ in Op- 

pofitian. 
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.pofition to all the powtrful Reaibns that 
could be oSered agakift it \ for k was widt 
great Difficulty that Fuhm bis Wife raaia- 
tained his Quarrel at Rtme^ againft Cafar\ 
and the Parthian Tro^ wei^ aifetnbled 
in Mefiffotamiay \m^r the Comnrand of 
Lahienus^ and were ready to enter Syria \ 
but in defpite of all the Motives that Antbifnj 
urged to the contrary, I led him in Tri- 
umph into Egyft ; and detained him there 
a very Captive to my Wiil^ notwithftand- 
ing the many ftrongReniohflrances of hi$ 
Friends tp roufe him up in the Support of 
his own Dignity and Honour; 

Alth6uglv(as myDefign was to beMif- 
trefs of thft* Kingdoms or Empires wliicli 
Anthotrf could conquer) it may at firft 
Sight appear baffling thdfe Defigns, ta 
prevent his following his Intereft; yet had 
I very conclufive Reafons for keeping him 
with me at this juncture of Time. 

I waa not fure, great as my Power was i 
cnrerhini, while with me, but Ablence, the I 
Lover's greateft Enemy, together with the I 
ExpoftuUtianscf faistrue&Friends, mi|^ 

cure 
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•UPC him'of his Lote. I knew one of the 
chief Reafoos thU m^ his Wife Ftdvia 
£0 eago: to jtt^ofecute the War^ was the 
Hopc» of fcrcing Antberly from my Powers 
and I (fataded more the Lois of my Slave^ 
than his Ruin. I cared not for hisimer^ 
but as I myfelf might be the Gainer by it; 
fed, confequently, I thought the Lois x>f a 
l3att}e mi^t be retrieved ; but if I parted 
With hitn, aiidlhbuldldfethe Holdlhadin 
Ins- AiBf&(fitions, Ihiight Tufifer what^ould 
hai^thetti to me the greateit of all Miferies, 
ttie hearihjg of hb Succefs and Happinefe, 
whilft I cbuld nbt ihare in either. I there- 
fore determined to keep him at JBe^caniria^ 
let ^lut would be the Conleqiietacev Td 
this Efid I invented all the Sports and Di- 
vcriiohs 1 could think of, in order to em^ 
fJoy his Time, and make him forget every 
fhii^ but the prefent Pleafur^s. 

I irtilitutfcd a kind of Qrder, to which I 
gave the Name of the hnmuhh Uf^^ and 
wt of the Order werecaUed At Inimifaik 
liven. 
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The firft and grand Rule of this Ordef^ 
waa to purfue fuch a Variety of Amufe- 
ments and Deligbcs, as mig^t take up out 
whole Time, and prevent all Thought or 
Reflection from daring to intrude upon> 
f>f interrupt our Plcafurei. 

This was direftly aimed at Anthotrfy as 
I knew, that his being allowed Time for 
ferious Thought,, mud prove fatal to my 
Schemes. I therefore did all I could to 
enliven his SpiFits,.and.to gratify his Senfes^ 
that he mighthave npUfe of his Judgmqntj 
for as my Views were all felfifli, without 
any Regard for him, both his Judgment 
and his Friends were my chiefeftEnemics^ 
and therefore I was refolved to be before- 
hand with,, and exclude them from him. 

In thofe Hours when Anfbofiyvrzs mofl 
ferious, or in thofe wherein he was moft 
difpofed to Mirth, I could accommodate 
myfelf to hfs Humour infuch a Manner 
ks I knew m6ft iliitabfe tor maintain my 
abfolute Powfer over himv I continuaUjr 
accompanied him ; played at Dice, drank, 
liUAted with him,, and when he was 
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oling in Arms I was always^by him ; called 
him my HeltoTj fjuy Alexander^ :»£H Hercules ^ 
in (hort, by all the Names of the Heroes 
of Anriqiiity. We drcflcH odrfel vcs in the 
Fafhion of the Gods and Goddcflcs, juft ac« 
cording to bur various Taftes. And fomc^ 
times, to make yet a! greater Variety, wcj ) 
went rambling about at Midnight, difturb4 - 
kig and tormenting People under thein^ 
Windows:; I, habited lUfee an ordinary Wo^ 
man j znd Anfborry^ in thePifguife of a Ser- 
vant. Sometimes he would come Home 
fram thefe Expeditions ill; treated, and fe- 
▼ercly feeaten.' 1 had tht Art of turning 
even this Jto-my own Adyaot^e^for when-? 
ever he was i^ this Condition, I took the 
GpportMl^ty '^f affi^iping with an Qath^ 
that wcrp he really; in theStarion hisprefent 
Habit fpoke him, I would prefer hi^ in 
my Lovert^all iheEmpertOjr;? in the WorJd.. 
This Fhtttery dtUbiny rcc^ve^ : ^itji the 
Wgheft.Pkafure; for iie. nfivct oncjc. re- 
fleded^ tkatif )I hadcnotwant^toimpofe 
on him^ ijc v^^ould not oontinuadly have run 
in imy Head tp have made him jiich Sort 
of Speeches!} ,fince/^had I beco coniciou» 
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of my own Veracity, I ftwldnot have 
doubted but he alfo was fatisfied of it. 

Thus did I uk to play my Hero all 
manner of Tricks ; and generally by way 
of Diverfion and Raillery: Sometimes 
indeed till he was half-angry; bat dien 
I contrived fuddenly to turn it into a Com- 
pliment to him ; which diflipated his An^ 
ger, raifed his good Humour, and ferved 
to increafe his Fondnefs. 

I remember that once we went out to- 
gether to angle; when JIntbMfy being fo 
unfortunate as to catch nothing, imagined 
I Ihould think him but a bad Sportfman ; 
and die Impatience of his Temper threw 
him into aPaffion: However, he gave 
fecret Orders to the Fifliernfien to dive un- 
der Water, and put Fifhes that had been 
freih taken, on his Hooks; after Which 
he drew fo feft, that I, who. 1v^ tod 
much accuftomed to ^xtpok ott pthers, 
to be cafily impofed cm myfelf, p^rcciyed 
the Deceit^ Neverthdefs I pretended fat 
dKsprefentco be ^lidcrfully fucprifc^ »t 
iO * his 
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his gre^ Cuck and Dexterity; but told 
tny Friends, in fecrct, What had happened^ 
and invited ail of tl^m the next Day to be 
Speftators of a like Adventure ; and they 
attended accordingly. 

As foon as we were all got into the Fifli- 
ing Veflcis, and Anibon^^ had let down his 
Line, I commanded one of my Servants 
to be beforehand with Antbcnfs ; and my 
Servant, being the nimbler of the two, 
dived firft, and fi!xed upon his Hook a 
falted Filh, one of thofe which were ufually 
taken in the Pontic Sea. The Moment 
Anthony imagined he had a Bite, he drew 
up his Line^ and the whole Company 
coukl not forbear laughing at the Sight of 
the falted Fifti on the Hook. Anthony I 
faw k)oked eonfufed and^difappointed, and 
that his Eyes fparkled with Indignation ; 
but this did not at all terrify me *, for when 
he was ever fo angry, I knew that I could 
in a Moment bring him into good Hu*^ 
mour J and therefore, widi a fmiling Coun- 
tenance, and in the foftcft Voice, I imme- 
diately faid» Permit Us, brave Sir, the 

poor 
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poor Inhabitants of Charos and Campus^ 
to enjoy the Reputation of being (kilful 
in this Art, Cities, Provinces, and King- 
doms, are your Game. Wonder not, that 
poor little Fiflies fly from your Hook, 
when all Mankind fly before your Sword 

This not only appeafed ^^/A^^y's Anger, 
hut the fudden Turn from Confufion and 
Difappointmei^ to being pleafed and flat** 
tered) vifibly appeared ia bis Looks. Thus 
did I contrive to heighten his Paflioh by 
every trifling Incident Chance threw in trij 
Way. I fmiJed and frowned, was pleafed 
and difpleafed, fo Judicioufly, and mixed 
his Pleafure and Pain fo ar,tfully, that I 
perpetually kept up in him a Pafllon ot 
pneKind or other. I well knew that to- 
fuffer him ever to be calm, was more dan- 
gerous for me than it was often to provoke 
him to Rage -, and the Tranfition from 
the Paffion of Rage to that of Love was 
fo very plcafing to fuch a Difpofition as 
Antbanfs^ that if I had made it my Study 
continually to humour him, he wpuid not 
have been halffo fenflble^f j:he:Obliga« 

tion. 
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tion. I every Day thought of new Schemes 
to entertain him with varied and additional 
Elegance 5 but yet I generally took fomc 
Opportunity^ amidft thefe Entertainments, 
Jindin the Height of Jollity, to affed be- 
ing out of Humour, and fuddenly to da(h 
all his Pleafures, which I could eafily do. 
Then would he rave, fret, and be fo mife- 
rable, that if I had had one Spark of Af- 
feftiqn for him, I could not have borne 
it\ but as Power was my Purfuir, nothing 
could gratify me more than fuch Inftances 
as proved that I could rule and turn Mark 
Anihofrf\ Miticl w ith a Look, a Word, 
or any the lead Sign of Refentment. Inr 
deed the Agonies of Rage which I fome- 
times elicited by fuch means, gave me fo 
high and perfeft a Triumph, tjiat to con- 
ceal the great Emotions of Joy in myfelf, 
on thefe Occafions, was perhaps the moft 
difficult Tafk I had to encounter; and even 
this flattered my Pride, and added to my 
Delight. 

I remember once, that in the midfl: of 

one of our Revels, when he was habited^ 

D he 
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he like a God, and I like a Goddefs, feated 
in Chairs of State, furrounded by all our 
Attendants, I fanfied I faw a Fellow of 
Anthonfs^ whilft he was whifpering his 
Companion, put on a fcornful Sneer at 
the Antic I played to divert his Mafter. 
Whether the Fellow meant what I imagin- 
ed, I never knew; but the very Fancy 
that he dared to think othcrwile than I 
would have him, was enough to draw on 
him my Anger, and provoke my Re- 
v^ge. 

Immediately, from fmiling^ fporting, 
and playing, I became ferious, gmve, and 
referved: I frowned, and looked difcon- 
Xjtw\.tAj Anthony prefently obferved the 
Alteration, and would know the Reafon 
of it ; when, after much Perfuafion, I 
pointed to the Man, and faid, that Fellow 
has mocked and infulted me; adding, 
that I wondered any of his Attendants 
dared to do fo : Not without fome Inti- 
mation that it was his Fault to keep fuch 
infolent Attendants. 

Anthovy began to take fire, but did not 
fccm provoked enough for my Purpofe. 

I there* 
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1 therefore threw myfclf into a violent 
Paflion at his Indiflference to my being 
infulted; and faid, Ifuppofed if the Fel- 
low had even dared to look amoroufly at 
me, he would have forgiven him. I knew 
fuch an Hint, without confidering whether 
the Fellow was guilty or not, would work 
my deluded Lover to Madnefs. Nor was 
I miftaken; ¥ov Anthony^ at this Word, 
flew from his Seat, and catching the Fel- 
low by the Hair, with his own Hand, 
beat him fo unmercifully that he almoft 
killed him. I never troubled myfelf what 
the Fellow fufFered, nor how much An-- 
tboTTf^s Rage provoked him. I had my 
Revenge, (hewed my Power, and was 
therefore fatisfied. However I was obliged 
to footh Anthof^ with Smiles and Good* 
liumour, till he had forgot this Incident ; 
but I obferved that an Officer ofAnthony^s^ 
who fat by, looked in Agonies at feeing 
his Mafter worked by Paffion to fo unwor- 
thy a Demeanor -, and who could not help 
calling to and intrcating him to forbear. 
I faid nothing then, but marked this Of- 
ficer in my Mind 5 and within a Week 
D 2 took 
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took care to find fome Pretence to 
have him difcharged from Anthonf^ Ser- 
vice. For a Man fo faithful and fincere 
in his AfFeftion towards Anthony^ as to be 
really grieved when he faw him aft an un- 
becoming Part, was not the Man I chofc 
to have near him. I knew I deTerved 
Anthonf% Friends fhould abhor me, and 
therefore doubted not but they did fo. 
And it was one of my conftant Cares 
to keep fuch fort of Friends at Diftance 
from him. 

Whenever I wanted to difplace from 
about Anthony any Perfon, whom I but 
fufpefted of valuing his Matter's Intereft 
more than my own Caprice, my Method 
was to frown on and infult the Perfon, till 
I had made Anthony uneafy : Then, when 
I had wrought him to that State of Mind 
which I thought would ferve my Purpofe, 
J pointed out to him fome Inftance of his 
Uneafinefs, which I imputed to his Dif^ 
refpedl of me. This feldom failed of pro- 
voking Anthony to A6lions as prejudicial 
to his Honour, as to his true Intereft; 

which, 
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which, when he had executed, he always 
placed to the Account of the Perfon who 
had fuffered; and very readily agreeing 
to the Hints I often gave hini, that 
Men who could thus take Opportunities 
of provoking him were his worfl: Enemies, 
he was certain of difcarding the unhappy 
Sufferer from his Service. On all fuch 
Occafions I never failed to exaggerate the 
Tendernefs of his Affeftion to me ; and 
would frequently blame myfelf for not 
bearing the higheft Infult, which the Envy 
drawn on me by this Affedion might cre- 
ate, rather then hazard his own Eafe and 
Quiet; but then I took care to infinuate 
how much his Honour was concerned in 
protefting me ; and by imputing my Re- 
fentment entirely to the Love I bore tQ 
him, I never failed to endear myfelf the 
more, at the fame time that I was work- 
ing hun to all my Purpofes. 

I was very cautious of permitting the 

leaft Advantage to be taken againft me, 

as I was very fenfible nothing but .blinding 

Anthony to his own Intereft could keep 

D 3 him 
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him in my Power. But I was in no great 
Danger of lofing him, whilft I could in 
one Moment look or unkx>k whatever the 
wifeft Men could dictate to him. I had 
turned all his Senfes into Confufion, and 
had now gained an abfolute Conqueft over 
him. Thofe who laboured againft mc 
did but weave Penelope'% Web, of which 
I could unravel more in an Inftant^ than 
they could weave in a Day. 

This triumphing over the Endeavours 
of the wifeft and bcft oi Antbotr/s Ac* 
quaintance, was a chief Part of my De- 
light. I had one Art which I conftantly 
made ufe of when I intended to accomplish 
any Purpofe ; namely, to conclude what* 
ever Advice I gave him, with an Afieve- 
ration of my Sincerity; adding it was 
that alone could make me fpcak, fince I 
was confcious his own Wifdom muft en- 
able him to judge better than it was pof- 
fible for a weak Woman to do -, and there- 
fore hoped he would pardon my Liberty 
in fpeaking, which arofe entirely from my 
Zeal in any C^fc that concerned him. 

To 
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To govern a Man by continually putting 
him in mind that one is too weak to govern 
him, is an odd EiFeft of Man's Caprici- 
Gufnefs; but fo it was in Faft with Mark 
Anthony. ^ For if I had once appeared 
to think I could find out any Scheme 
of which he wa$ not capable, it would 
have ftruck him with the Apprehenfion 
that he had not in 9II Things the Superi- 
ority; and he would not have complied 
with any thing I defired : Whereas by 
thus echoing my Weaknefs in his Ears, 
his own Strength was pidtured in his 
Fancy, and good Humour was theRefult 
of viewing that pleafing Image. 

Anthony eafily believed that I fincerely 
loved him ; and without nicely weighing 
the Confequence, indulged me in all I 
afked ; and my Influence over him was 
as unbounded as could be poffibly aimed 
at or defired by my unlimited Ambition, 
and Love of Power. Thus did I, Day 
after Day, by little Arts and deceitful 
Contrivances, manage the very Soul of 
Anthony in fuch a Manner, that reiterated 
D 4 Ac. 
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Accounts of Defeats, and ill Succefs, were 
loft in that Senfe of Pleafure I perpetually 
kept awake in him ; and to his deluded 
Fancy, the World feemed to extend its 
Bounds no farther than Alexandria^ 

During this Year which Antbofrf fpent 
with me, I fo accuftomed myfelf to 
Treachery and Deceit, that at laft I could 
not live a Day without inventing fome 
new Stratagem to im^ok on Anthowf^ 
and even fometimes, when I had no fort 
of Purpofe to work out of it, but the mere 
Pleafure of the Deceit. To exult in the 
Thought, and gratify the glorious Am-, 
bition of knowing it was in my Power to 
deceive, wasoften the only Endof nvy Arti4 
fice; and I could not help thinking myfelf 
much greater than the greateft Hero| 
whofe Conquefts muft be gained by thf 
Help of others, and in whofe Triumplj 
his Soldiers have a Right to claim a SbarJ 
whilft i)y myfelf alone were all my Coi 
-c]uefts won; and by my own Policy w 
the Man, on whom the World had fix 
Its Eyes, fteered and turned, juft acco; 
ing to my Will and Pleafure. 
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At length arrived two Meffengers; the 
one from Rome^ to inform Anthony^ that ' 
his Brother Lucius Antonius^ and his Wife 
Fuhia^ after many Quarrels between them- 
ielves, had at laft joined to oppofe Oiiavius 
Cafar% but, not fucceeding, and having 
loft all, were forced to abandon Italy ; and 
that C^far had made himfelf Matter of 
Gaul^ and had got over to his Party, the . 
Legions which were there quartered. 

The other Meflenger brought the dire- 
ful News, that the ParJbians, under the 
Command of Pacorus^ their King's Son, 
affifted by Labienus and Barzapharnes^ had 
made themfelves matters of Syria^ and 
marched as far as Jerufalem\ which they 
had facked, and had carried away J^rr^w^j 
the High-prieft, with Phazael^ Herod\ Bro- 
ther, Prifoners; whilft Herod himfelf was 
fled for Safety to the Mountains dijudea. 

This Was dreadful News-, for in part* 

ing with Anthony I feared that I rifquci 

the lofing of him for ever; and yet, if he 

mutt facrifice all his Kingdoms by flaying 

D 5 with 
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with me, this was by no means anfwering 
my Purpofe. The Pcrfon of Anthony was 
not what endeared him to me: It was 
the Power he could confer on me, that 
made me fo eager to prefervemy Conqueft, 
I could bear the Thoughts of his going 
againft the Partbiansi but his going to 
Ifafyj where he might meet Fulviay railed 
in me fuchAppiehcnfionsas werecapablct 
like the Sight of the Gorgon's Head, of 
turning me into Stone. For I reafoned 
thus with myfelf : If Jntbony (hould go 
to Ilaly and have ill Succefs, he might 
then as well remain in Egypt i I fhall be 
blamed for detaining him fo long; and 
yet be fufpeded of wanting Power to de- 
tain him longer. He will indeed, in that 
Cafe,naturally fly tome for Refuge; but the 
conquered /i^/i&^»jy will not be the fame in the 
Eyes o^ Cleopatra^ as the vidtorious Trium- 
vir ; whofe Nod the gazing World attends* 
No, it will then be my Bufinefs to make 
my Court to 0£iavius\ and yet perhaps 
that might be rejefted. For the amorous 
voluptuous AnthotPfy and the politic am- 
bitious defar^ whofc chief Objedi:^ like 

mine, 
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nmCj feems to be Glory, are two very 
diflferent Sorts of Conquefts. 

On the other hand, fhould Anthony fuci- 
ceed, and Fuhia ihare that Succefswith 
bim, what th^n muft be my Torments? 
Not^venOV^riP could defcribe my Agoniesw 
Apelles could not have painted my con- 
vulfive Anguifh : Nor could Rofcius bim- 
felf, in the Height of all his Glory, when 
crowded Theatres panted for.Bi'eath; in 
the Conteft which ApukJ get foremoft to 
behold him, have reprefented to the Life 
the various Paflions that would have agi- 
tated my Soul, and deftroyed my Peotce ; 
hever to have been heajed, nor reftored 
ggain, Di6 then, Anthony! perifh all the 
World, cried Jf' ere this fhpuTd be C/^i?- 
patra^s Fate; 

My ft?Knd-tlniS tortured left me but 3 
fcW Houts of 3left-:orEafei for I had a 
iPart now to play irkich moft: dificult than 
any f had yet encountered with firtce mjr 
Acquaintance with Aniher^ I was very 
IttDwiliiog -he ihould iqle his Power \h 
Parti9U^fwica^^attd:l^ia\ as I lodk^td'Oii 
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«I1 the Kingdoms he conquered td be my 
own ; and as to parting with him, what- 
ever I pretended, it gave me, no Qneafi- 
nefs. I was tliereforie well fatisfied that 
he Ihould go againft the Partbians\ but 
my Dread was, that if I once fufFered him 
to depart, he might fteer his Courfc to- 
wards Italyy and by that means meet with 
Fuhia. 

I knew Fuhia^s Difpofition was very 
like my own; that (he was a Woman 
of violent Paflions; but that Ambition 
was predominant in her Mind, and that 
her Arts to recover and retain Antbory 
were almoft equal to mine. I was there- 
fore much more afraid ^of her, than \ 
ihould have been of any other Woman* . 

1 was fenfible Jntbon^ was' born tt>: be 
a Dupe to Women; and therefor? xht 
,Woman I Ihould have ^eaft feared, woul4 
have been one whofe AfiedioQ, to him 
was fo fincere^ that fhe did not defire to 
^ake him a Dnjpe. In fuch a State th€ 
ftaturaLTalents b^ haid'ta be inippied. on^ 
^ - VOuld 
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would have been unemployed; and Iquef- 
tion much if he would hiave been happy 

in it. 

My whole Mind therefore was bent to 
keep Anthony from purfuing the Italian 
War; and when he mentioned his Loffe^ 
inlialy^ I made light of them, as not 
worth his Notice. But when he menti- 
oned his Affairs in the Eaft, I always 
agreed with him that his Prefence there was 
of abfolute Neceflfity: Adding, that what* 
ever Torment I Ihould fuffer by his Ab- 
fence, yet fo much did' I value him above 
myfelf, that I would not have my Happi- 
nefs or Mifery be of any Confideration 
againft Ws Intereft or Honour. 

When by thefc kind of Speeches I hac| 
worked my Hero into an Admiration of 
my Goodnefs, and had fo deeply fixed his 
Thoughts on my Love for him, that I 
found he was filled with Rapture, I took 
an Opportunity of mortifying him, by 
throwing myffelf into the moft paffionate 
Rts pf Crying, teeing nfy Hiir, beating 
'^ my 
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my Brtead:, and exclaiming, that though 
I would not detain him to hia own Detri- 
ment, yet he muft pardon a Woman's 
Weaknefs, which would not allow me to 
bear the Thought of his Abfence, with- 
out Agonies, Thus I firft took care to 
imprcfe on his Mind the Pidurc of my 
Goodnefst and then to work his Paffioa 
with the Opinion of my tender Fondnefiu 
* He was fevcral times prepared to fct forth, ^ 
when by thcfe means I kept him from hii^ 
Journey. > 

Although it^was my Defign to let him 
go againft the ParthianSy for the Reaibof 
already mentioned, yet I could npt help 
indulging myfelf a little while with thefp / 
Proofs of iny Power; as they were the 
greateft Joy I had on Earth. And I often 
had fome Struggles in my own Mind whe- 
ther the Glory of detaining him at Alexr 
0ndriaj whilft the World, in different Part^ 
demanded his Prefence, would not a\o^ 
tlian repay any Loffes Antbor^^ that is f 
fay Ckopaira^ niight fuftajn. 1 held h^ 
as it were> in.Cbain^i^ a,nd was averfc 
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let him be ranfoiped, tho^ the Riogdoms 
he might conquer and beftow on me 
fliould pay the Price of that Ranfom. In 
Ihort, I was apprehend ve the World would 
imagine he roufed himfclf, and broke 
thofe Chains by Force, as too weak to 
hold him longer-, but then, on the other 
hand, I confidered that the Pleafure of 
keeping him Prifoner would be all entirely 
loft, when his Power ceafed, and Kings 
and Kingdoms were free from his Obe^ 
dieiKe. 

This laft Gonfideration prevailed on me 
to fuffer Mark Anthot^ to depart. He col- 
leded together two hundred Ships, and 
a confiderable Army, all defigned againft 
^he Partbians. But the three Days before 
he fct out, I tormented him to fuch a De- 
gree, with my teazing Tendernefs, that 
he would often fay if he loft the World 
he would not leave me in fuch Afflidtion^ 
Then it was, that in a Fit of pretended 
Self-denial, and GeneroCty, I infifted 
on his De|>arture (and indeed ferioufly^ 
fori i|iteoded be ihouUgp)} and what- 
ever 
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ever my Words were, the Purpofel really 

had at Heart, was always accomplilheid. 

Sometimes, however, I ftarted from my 
Sleep in pretended Frights, crying out, 
I had dreamed my Lover was furrounded 
by his Enemies, and in Danger of his Life. 
At other times I pretended to dream that 
Fulvia fnatched him from me, and bore 
him in Triumph back to Rome. 

Thus I made my flceping as Well ^ 
waking Hours fubfervient to my Artifices. 
Then would Anthony repeat his Oaths, that 
the World fliould never tempt him fro 
me; and I took thefe Opportunities ol 
infinuating, that Ftdvia had raifed all the; 
Commotions in Italy^ for no other Purp 
than to drag him from me^ At the fa 
time begging he would on no accoun 
think of fteering his Courfe that way, bul 
perfiit in his Defigns againft the Parthians\ 
Thus did I, by fome means or other, dej] 
nothing but teaze and vex hrm. I cried| 
hung upon, and tortured him in everjS 
Manner I could invent} and, odd as ^ 

i 
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may appear, I wis extremely fenfible this 
Method of working Anthony* % Paffions was 
the Way to make him eager to return. 
For whatever Plague the feeing me in 
thefe Agonies might be to him, yet 
as they appeared to arife from Grief at' 
parting with him, I knew that would leave 
an Impreflion in his Breaft not eafily to be 
effaced. 

At length Anthony departed; Tears 
came into his Eyes, and he could hardly 
bid me Farewell. Tears of Sorrow they 
wcrei to him, but to me of Joy 5 to view 
the Hero weep at parting, gave me a 
PJeafure not to be expr^fled. 

As foon as Anthony was gone, my Mind 
was perfectly calm. I dried up my Tears j 
for I had now rto Part to aft, nor Paffion 
to affeft ; and therefore, with my Women 
and Attendants, only fought how to di- 
vert myfelf, and agreeably to pafs away 
my Time. 

If Anthony could have peeped in, and 
i^tXi me thus compofed, the Moment after* 

aU 
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all my pretended Grief, what muft h^ 
have thought? I wifhed it could have bcetx 
fo; for I was delighted with the Imagina.^ 
tion, that, whatever his firft Thoughdf 
were, I could foon have made him believe 
afterwards, whatever I had an Inclination 
he Ihould. An Inftance of which I had 
juft given, when I made him believe all 
my Endeavours to torment him arofe ] 
from Love. I had blinded his Eyes to 
fuch a Degree, that he could not difcfern 
that (if I had really been fincere in mj 
Profeffions of AffetUon, aj)d thicNcecfflty 
of his Affairs had demanded our Parting) 
Ifliould Jiave yet concealed my Suflferings 
as much as poflible, in order to have pal- 
liated his: I Ihould have put on all the 
Chearfulnefs J could be Miftrefs of at fuch 
a Junfture, and have hid my Sorrows 
within my ownBofom, till I could vent 
them without adding to his t Or if indeed 
a Woman's Weaknefs had not permitted 
me to have gone thro' this Pirt, with a 
Refolution equal to my Defire, a Tear 
might now-and-then. unguardedly have 
ftarted from my Eyesj but my Sorrows 

would 
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would never have burfl: forth in Torrents, 
fo as to have overwhelmed him with my 
Sufferings. The Marks of true AfFeftion 
are fo very vifible (as I now know), that 
it fecms almoft incredible how eafily I 
could impofe on Anthony^ to ifiifconftruc 
my afFefted Behaviour as an Inftance of 
Love, when, in reality^ all I did might 
have aflured him, if he had not been fo 
blind, tlut I was a perfed Stranger to the 
Paflion, or, at leaft, that 1 felt no fuch 
Paflion for him* 

Now my Hero was gone, my Divcrfion , 
was continually to bring to my Remem- 
brance, by Variety of Sports, how I htjd 
entajigled the Soul o{ Anthony. If Filhing 
was my Choice, all the Fifh which floun- 
dered on my Hook, were to me as fo. 
many Aathentes. If I went a Birding^ 
when the little Creatures were entangled 
in my Net, Ho, ho, cried I, you arc 
caught as fafely as Anthony himfelf ! And 
the Pain of the Fifh on the Hook^ driv- 
ing to get off, or of the Birds endeavour* 
ing to difenrangle themfelves from the 

Net, 



\ 
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Net, was juft Matter of as much Cm 
deration with me, as the Pain my ftr^ 
mours and Tricks ufed to give the c^, 
luded Triumvir. Nay I viewed him wj^^ 
the greater Contempt; for I confidet^jf^ 
that neither thefe Birds, nor thefe Fifhes, 
took me for their Friend ; whilft I could 
make jinthot^ believe, when I had ufed 
all my Endeavours to torment him, that^ 
Love and Affeftion were the Caufes of all 
my Cruelty. Then I remembered the 
Compliment I had paid Anthony^ on our 
firft Filhing together, that his Game were 
Cities, Provinces, and Kingdoms ; and I 
immediately turned that Compliment on 
myfelf; for if his Game was fo noble, 
what then was mine; who with one bait- 
ed Hook, or one Caft of the Net, could 
draw to my Lure Mark Anthony^ and all 
thofe Kingdoms, which, with fo many 
fleeplefs Nights, and repeated Dangers, he 
had conquered ? But thefe Sports continu- 
ed not long; for as I had taken care to 
place Spies about Anthony^ who conftandy 
informed me of all that pafled, I foon heard 
ine News of what I fo much dreaded, 

namely, 



CLEOPATRA. 69 

namely, that Anthony was bound for Italy^ 
and was now at Athens^ with Fulvia. Not 
all the horrid Spedres the heated Imagina- 
tion of the Mind of Man can form, could 
ever ftrike more Terror into the Soul, than 
did this News into mine. I revenged my- 
felf on the Meffenger; I was as one dif- 
tradled: and the Words, that Anthony was 
with Fulvia^ refounded every Moment in 
my Evs,and filled my Mind with Anggifh 
and Deipair. I ruminated what Courfe to 
take, and ftill could find none to pleafe 
me. I once conceived a Thought of go- 
ing myfelf to Athens \ and of trying the 
Power of my Charms to entice him from 
Fulvia^ and lead him in Triumph back 
to Egypt: But then the very Sufpicion of 
its being poffible for Fulvia to detain him 
againft my utmoft Efforts, frightened me 
from that Defign, and confined me as 
efFedually to Alexandria^ as if I had been 
kept a clofe Prifoner in Chains. 

My Spies alfo informed me, th^t Anthowf 

and Fulvia fpent their Time in mutual 

^Reproaches. Anthony upbraided her with 

; the 
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the dire EfFefts of her Ralhnefs; which, 
during his Abfence, had madly lighted up 
the Firebrand of War, had engaged his 
Brother L«r«w in an unfuccefsfulBufinefs, 
and had given OSIavius an Opportunity to 
augment his Glory, and ufurp an uncon- 
trou led Dominion over all the Weftern 
Nations. 

I was pleafed to hear Anthony was thus 
peevifh, and difpleafed with the War; as 
I flattered myfelf that it might arife from 
his Uneafinefs at being obliged to leave 
Egypt. But ftill I feared /^/y/j, who, asf 
my Spies acquainted me, inveighed bit- \ 
terly againft Jnthonfs blind Attachment 
to me. Thefe Spies were ordered by me 
to fet down and tranfmit, as well as ^ 
iibly they could, her very Words; m 
among many other InVeftives of that ] 
raged Woman, who wanted neither S|i 
nor Eloquence, I received the follow! 
*' Whence, (laid fhe) but from Egypt^l 
" derived all your Misfortunes? Y 
*' and your Egyptian^ have been the C^ 
" of them all. What Part remained 
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*^ me to a(5l, incenfed as I was at your 
" Negleft and your Scorn, but to throw: 
" all Italy into Confuiion; in hopes, by 
" the Neceflity of your Affairs, to force 
f* you to return? Yes, I own, Anthony y 
** and I glory in it, that for Love of you 
** I have fet the weftern World in a Blaze % 
*' but the Flame which rages there is 
" trifling, in comparifon with that which 
«* rages in, and devours, my anxious 
<* Heart. Into what Misfortunes have 
♦* you precipitated, your Brother, your 
^ Wife, and yoiir Children? How many 
♦* MoQtli3 b^ye, I waited, an Exile and 
^ Vag2d)ond in Greece^ cxpefting that fome 
^* God, favourable to my Defigns, would 
** break the accurfed Charm which de- 
** tained you in Egypt? At laft I fee you 
•* again; but (hall I find in you that Hero 
*• whofe Ambition made him carry his 
•* Pretenfmns as faras did the great Julius 
•• Cdfar-f whofe Death you fo nobly re* 
^< venged, at the Battle of Pbilippi? Can 
*^ I flatter myfelf that Anthony ^ the Lover, 
** the Slave of an Egyptian Queen, can 
^ preferve for Fuhia the Tendemeft 
-- "of 
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*' of a Hulband ? You are now returned 
*^ to me! inyeft yourfeJf again then with 
^' your antient'Virtue, which quitted you 
** only when I was (hamefully al^andoned. 
*' It is not yet too late to repair your 
" Shame or my own. The adopted Son 
" oi Julius C^far^ knowing how to take 
*' Advantage of your inglorious Eafe,has^ 
** in defpite of you, rendered ;himfelf 
" Matter of all Gaul-y governs without a 
*' Rival ati?^»f^j anddilpofcs of J?^i/y, as 
** direfted by his own defpotic Will and 
^' Pleafure. Roiife yoiirfelf then, -<fo/j&^»y: 
*' Let us face this Cafar in Arms, I ant 
** accuftomed to the Din of Wars and will 
** fecond you in the Combat with as much 
" Refolution as I would fet th€:W0rld.on[ 
*• Fire, rather than yield you to a:Rival.'* 

. Though there were fome PafTages in 
this Speech which raifed my Indignation, 
yet I was well enough gratified with the 
Recognition of my Power; and not a little 
pleafed that the Wom^n, whom of all the 
World I hated moft, ftiould livp under the 
greateft Apprehenfion of the Tranfcen- 
dency of this Power. Here, perhaps, my 

Pride 
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Pride a little deceived me : For it i$ cer* 
tain, that I likewife feared in my Turn^ 

I dreaded Fuhia^s Sjnrit; fot the paf- 
fionate Expreflions Ihe made ufe of,' fecm- 
cd to me the fnoft likely Method of re- 
gaining ^»/i&^»y. This alfo difconcerted 
and perplexed me much, for I knew not 
which Way to aft. I could not write ta 
Anthony^ and perfuadehim that aWFklvsa^s. 
raging Faffion was nothing more than her 
Pride's being difappointed, becaufe flie had 
loft her Influence over him, and that the 
World faw her Charms were not ftrong 
enough to hold him ; for fuppofing (he 
really had the AfFeftion flie pretended for 
him, flie would fooner have patiently fub- 
mitcedto the injury he did her, in loving 
another, than have ventured his Ruin, 
by declaring War with defar^ in order 
cither to remove, or revenge, that Injury. 

This, tho* true, could not come from 

me to Anthofjy (as indeed very little Truth 

ever did); for this would have been toa 

dangerous a Step; fince it might poffibly 

E have 
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have opened hU Eye^ to that Delufion 
with whichi I had bf^n endiayounnga, 
from our firft Acquaintance, to inveigle 
him; for as I had no Aflfeaion for him, 
if:I h^d once let him fee the Fallhood of 
aU thofe Marks qf Love, whereon he buHt 
his Opinion of my Fondnefs, my Deceit 
mufl havci been: fpr the: future iniEjf^ual; 
and confcquently my Power, which wa$. 
fupported alone by this. Deceit, nauft have 
fallen to the Ground^ Nothing can in^ 
dcjed te fo imipplitic, as ta mention the 
Word Pcceit or Treachery to thofe. whom? 
we intend to deceive, or betray,; foir what 
mcrre likely than that they .may^ hereafter, 
tpm thofe very SuQ)icion3 ovl ourrdve§». 
with which we have armed them ^ainft 
others? It is indeed the Inter^ft of all 
thofe whopra6life fuch Arts, as much as 
poflible, to conceal and to deny them. 

This Subjeft therefore I dared not to 
touch upon. At laft it came into my 
Head to ft r ike the boldeft Stroke that I 
believe was ever thought of, to inveigle 
aod allure a Maa fropa his Wife; which 
was to turn jF«ft;/>'s Claim, to her Huiband 
.2 into 
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into Ricjicuk, and prove tohim that I had 
the gre^teft Right to his Affedions. The 
more uncommon and extraordinary this . 
Projeft appeared, the more I was delighted 
With iti 

Fulvia was fomewhat advanced in Years ; • 
apd hierPerfoih ivhich had iicver equalled 
mine; ndW fufierfed fo much by the Com- 
p^rifon) thaXf it was impoflibk but Anthony 
nvuftr jon rtihc! Jeaft Reflexion, perceive 
the- Diflfencnde^ to iriy Advantage. This ' 
Adviadtagc^ Athiehi my own Opinion aC' 
leaft gaxve mc; as- much a^ was my Due, 
enfj[>ig)MeTied^meto the Undertaking, and 
nlighthaye ihd6ed aflUred me Soccefs, in 
ah^ Att^^t-*otf a^Maft^, who had always 
flftwn'-liispfiffibnate'^ Attachment to the 
Ciiarms'of Beauty t and who had- often, 
in my'Pi*efenc€?, declared its Value to be 
intftiimable. And if his Appetites were thus 
gu!dedin his Youth,- Ihad no Reafon to 
fui|:»e6S, 'that, a!t he^greW older, he would 
gfdW lefiftiice;©!" lefedeltrous of this" grand' 
Intitetti^rit to^ his Paffion: I therefore, on ^ 
mattire DelJbcrttiOn, artd^ with particular^ ' 

- -^-- • E2 Care 



76 ne L IF E of 

Care how to place my Words, in ord^ 
to bring about my own Purpofe, wrote hi^ 
the following Letter. 

«' How fbort is the Space of Time, (anc^ 
•^ yet how long, if the Minutes were to be 
** counted by my Sighs and Torments ?J 
*« fince Cleopatra was at a Lofs for Words 
<* to exprefs hcrfelf to Antbotr/? My Heart 
«* would once have diftated Expreffions 
«* of Love and Fondnefs fo faft, diat my 
«* only Difficulty Would have been to have 
" ftopped my Pen ; but now I am rcftraih- 
** ed by Fear, left the married Anthony 
" fhould be chid by his Wife for corre- 
<* fponding with an unhappy Queciif, whe 
" thought her Fame, and all /he held, 
" moft dear, too pQor a Sacrifice for the 
** Heart of Anthony. Yet why fhould I 
« be afraid? for at once to defpair and to 
«* fear, is a Pufilanimity beneath that of 
** the greateft Coward. I have been nc- 
*« glefted— I have been abandoned by An^ 
•* thony. — Fulvia his Wife calls him, and . 
<< he muft break from my Arms to obey 
** her Summons i though he leaves me 

" breath- 
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** breathlefs and dying through his Barba- 
** riry. Is this the much-boafted Defcen- 
•* dant of the nohlc Hercules^ who, fcorn- 
•• ingall Confinement- from his Pleafures, 
*' peopled all Nations of the World with 
*^ his Pofterity, Rather might I think 
*• fome whining Prieft to have been Jn^- 
** tbon/^ Anceftor^ who, not daring to ex- 
*' ert his own Liberty, wpuld preach all 
** Mankind into the fame Confinement, 
" Perhaps, in the Comparifon bet^rcen 
" me and Fulvia^ flie may have fo much 
** the Advantage, that Anthony cannot 
«* guard his Heart from yielding to fuch 
" Superiority the Prize. Fulvid's Age, I 
«* doubt not, at prefent may afford her 
** Prudence, and her Perfon will fecure 
** herConftancy, Noble Advantages for 
" Anthony! who certainly wants his Wife's 
*' Prudence to direft his Condud, and 
.** muft be obliged to the Defefts of her 
" Perfon for her Conftancy to his Love. 
*' I confefs Youth and Beauty have none 
" of thefe Pretenfions to your Heart* I 
" fay Youth and Beauty ; for, vain as it 
** may appear ta boaft of them, in the 
E 3 *• prefent 
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** prefcnt Cafe they ought <o* Have tlieir 
.*< Weight; and as to Form andCercmony^ 
*' Jet them have Place where the CoDtciitioh 
'' is trifling, for I defpife them. I am 
•** pleading for the Heart of wy Anthnt^j 
*' for Lwill not call you, or think you, the 
-•' Hufband of Fulvia — The Hufband of 
** Puhia may perhaps talk or think of 
" Wife and Prudence. He may, per- 
." haps, be led to Italy^ to maintain a 
^^ War begun ajgainft his Confe^t, with a 
/** ^Dclign oniy to force him Trom^hk ^PlcS" 
^* fur^. But this poor^ this tame, this -^ 
** Huftand, is not my Anibtmyy is not 
♦• (Chat noble Triumvir whom Cleopatra 
^' firft met in CiUcia^ and who cotild 
^* charm, even at Sight, a Queen in the 
♦* Bloom of Youth, -and the Height of 
^' Beauty. The Hufband of Fulvia then 
** is an Impoftor; a Counterfeit; and 
" I will feek-my own Anthony\ my Love, 
" and my Emperor, riirough the World, 
^^ that I may again be bleft with his Pre- 
*' fence. But, alas! it is in the Hufband 
'* of Fulvia I muft find my Love, my Hero^ 
^* defcended from Hermits^ and the Glory 
. ' **of 
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^* of his Race — Find him, did Ifay?-- 
** No — it is in the Hufband ofFuIvia I 
" muft lofe'hitn forever f For Fulvia will 
" fet the World on Fire, rather thun yield 
** him to her Rrval.^ Nor h fhe (he firft 
** negleded Wife, who, to deftroy the 
" Pleafurts of their Huft>ands, would burn 
" the World, and perifh herfclf in the 
" Flames. Fuhia would hold you by 
" the 'Marriage- chains, becaufe Ihe \ii% an 
•* Appearance of Right on her Side, and 
•' has not Charms to mlake another Con- 
" queft. But Cleopatra woiild hold you by 
** your own Inclination, and would defpife, 
*' for your fake, the whole World ; at a 
" Time when half that World would be 
*' glad to worfhipahd adore her, ioobtkin 
** the Favours ftie has ftiown to the un^ 
** grateful Jnthotf;^. Go, then: Prefer 
" this Fulvia^ who defires to keep you fet- 
** tered in the nuptial Chains. Prefer her 
** I fay, in the Decline of her Years, aind 
*' in the Decay of her Perfon; prefer her 
" to Cleopatra^ in her Bloom of Youth 
*' and Beauty; When, tho* a Queen, fhe 
*• condefcends to court your Affedbions, 
E 4 *' and 
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•* and at the fame time acknowleges the 
*' Freedom of your own Inclination. But 
*• hold — what have I been faying? Oh 
** Antbon;/! don't Jake me at my Word. 
** I did not mean to leave you at your 
" Choice, to prefer F«/wtfi for that Mo* 
** ment which convinces me of fo fatal a 
*' Misfortune, will drive me to Defpair, 
** and will fend me to the Grave, with 
** ail the Agonies that attend the Difap- 
** pointment of a Paflion which was once 
•* fo pleafing to Antbott/^ and ftill cnflaves 
" the Heart of 

" Cleopatra.^* 

I touched in this Letter on all the Points 
1 thought moft likely to work Anthony to 
my Purpofe. I knew, there was nothing 
he fo much delighted in as being reputed 
the Defcendant of Hercules. I therefore 
took care, in the ftrongeft Terms, to lay 
before him, that the only Means to make 
the World believe that Hercules was his 
Anceftor, was to follow his Example; 
at the fame time throwing in a Stroke of 

Seorn 
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Scorn againft the Man who would be con- 
fined from his Pleafures by the Laws of 
Decency or Sobrietyl 

The Force that lies in the artful Ufe of 
Epithets is almoft incredible. The Word 
Whining, Canting, or any other which car- 
ries with it the Mark of Contempt, joined 
to the Name of Prieft, has, perhaps,, had 
more Effe6t on the Minds of Men, tO' 
give them a Contempt for the Do<5trines 
taught by Priefts, than would at firft 
Sight be eafily credited* 



I had accuftbmed Mark Anthony ^ front 
the Time I had known him, to Judge by 
the partial Glafs of an heated Itnagination, 
and to lay afrde his Reafon, as an imper- 
tinent Intruder on his Pleafures. I there- 
fore could raife what Piftures I pleafed in 
his Mind, and make him fee them in that 
Light only which would beft ferve my 
Puripofe; The Comparifon I had drawn 
between my Peribn and that of Fulvia^% I 
knew would txi^z^AnthotPf in my Favour ; 
which made me fo often repeat the Words> 
E. 5 Youths 
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Youth and fieaaty^ to make the ^roriger 
Impreffion on his Fancy, in order to alkrc 
him to receive an Dbferyation So new 
and uncommon, as that it was very ur- 
fonable in Fuhia to pretend to any 
Right in her-Hufband. The Ridicule 
c^ft on her Perfbn was the only Method 
I could take to blind the Eyes of Jnr 
thoHy* 

♦ ■ - • -J . ■ ^. ' ' 

Oh ! Ridicqle,: them great Frieod of ui 
the Deceitful I who giyeft us n^re^flfec* 
tual Afliftance to impofc ou^ Ealkcias oit 
our Dupes^ than all the other Inftruments 
of Deceit in the World. How did I 
worfliip thee in qiy Mind>. whilll I wai 
writing thi$ Letter! in hopes to. injpofe 
on the amorous Triumvir the roo^'glating 
Falfehoods that could be iniagined. In 
fhort, my Bufinefs was to fix Antb(my\ 
Thoughts on the Charms bf imj^ Perfon>. 
till his greatefl: Inclinatioa ^otitld Jbi5 to 
do Fulvia an Injuffice by abandoning her ;^ 
and then to perfuade him it was impoiJihfe 
for him to do her aay Injoftice, fined 
Charms weak and xkcaypd as ber^ wcr^^ 
- ; could 
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fc^ld have no Right to ckini the Heart of 
Ihis Delcendant from MmuleSy this Em* 
peror of the World. 

Whilft my Meffenger was gone witli 
this Letter, I fpent my Time in much 
Anxiety. For I concluded that on the 
Succeft of this Scheme all my Ho^s de- 
pended. 

But I iuccfeeded even beyond nfiy Ex- 
peftation; for nothing could have^ pleafed 
me better than the Account my trufty 
Meflenger delivered to me, unlefs he could 
have brought the Emperor- himfelf with 
him to bear Teftimony to the Power of 
my infnaring Lines. 

The Meflenger informed trie, that An- 
ihbtty^ on hc2iringJ0lfavius C^far had mar- 
ried S^ribonid^ the Sifter oi Ubo^ Pompey^^ 
Father-in-law, for the fake of his Ship- 
ping, advanced towards Italy^ without 
Ihewing the leaft Concern for hfs Wife, 
whom he had left frckut $tyon^ and whont 
he had not eveadeignedtavifit before 
lil^ Departure.- ^ : . 

E6i laffixdi 
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I aftcd tjen ttioufand Queftions in what 
Manner Jnthomf received my Letter; for 
I knew by every Trifle how much his Heart 
wajs moved; and found that he received 
it according to my Wtfli; that he laughed 
at fome Parts of it, and cried out, *• There 
*^ fpoke the Wit and Spirit of my Cleopa- 
^^ traT And when he came to the l*attep 
Part, wherein my Expreflions were paf- 
fionate, he kifled the Paper, and fwore, 
that fuch Love and Tendernefs deferved 
him All! That he would not for the 
whole World be fb ungrateful as to let 
me fuffcr the Fate I leemed to dread. 
The very Idea of my Sufferings moved 
him fo much, that he dropped a Tear, 
then bid my Meflenger bear me back hii 
kindeft Love, with all Aflurances of his 
Conftancy; at the fame time fending mc 
a Jewel of an immenfe Value, as a Tokea 
of his Favour and Regard 

Henceforth I had! no farther: Fears from 
Fulvia: For now that Antbonyh Inclina? 
tion had prevailed on him to. believe his 
Gratitude obliged him to prefer me to his 

Wife^ 
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Wife, I thought there was very little Rea- 
fon to have any Apprehenfions of her ever 
regaining him. This laft Neglefi: of Ati- 
tbonf% finiflied what his Infidelity had be- 
gun, and broke jP«/x^/Vs Heart. For (Be 
was a Woman of remarkable Prtde anxl 
Ambitionj of arefflefsand turbulent Spint; 
and could but ill brook {uch Treatment 
from a Hufband, who had once been as 
great a Dupe and Slave to her^ as he was^ 
now to nfie. 

I could not abftain, in the midft of my 
Joy for Fulvid^ Death, from refledling on 
the Poffibility of fuch Treatment beconir 
ingoneDay my own wretched Fate; but 
the great Faith in ipy CharmSj^ affifted hf 
my Artifices, foon drove all fuch Fear45 
from my Bofom ;. and I looked upon my- 
fclf now as in the Pofleflion of Anthonf% 
Heart without a, RivaL I heard he had 
made a League with Pompey^, and began 
to flatter myfelf he would conquer C^far^ 
and be Matter of the World i. the Confc- 
quence of which, I doubted not, would be 
my being^^ Miftrefs of it.. Nay I went fo 



\ 
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far as to lay Schemes how I fliould manage 
all the Kingdoms 1 ihould have in my 
Power. For as to the Word Give^ I was 
as much a Stranger to it as the mofl: tena- 
cious Mifer in the World. All my Care 
therefore was to manage in fuch a Manner 
as to keep alt the Kingdoms Anthony gave 
me to myfelf, and let others fhare with me 
as little as poffible. ' 

I now abftained ibme fficwr timt firortr 
lending to Anthony \ for as I thought my- 
felf fecure bf him, I did not chufe to make 
myfelf too cheap in his £yes. I would 
have Anthony belifeve mfe fond of him, and 
to/efteehi tliat F6ndneft to be the teoft 
Valuable Thing he could obtain, T6 
S^ich^^oipofe it was ncccflary to prefeiirfe 
5ft his Mind an Idea of my Greatnefs as 
Well as of my Beauty.' However, altho* 
1 did not fend him any immediate Mef- 
ifages, yet 1 had Spies about him, wh6 
Vi^dre to acquaint me with all ParticuUns^ 

of any Moment. . :^ 

^^ ,} ■• . .... , • ; 

VentidiuS' had now conquered the Par- 

thiam^ 
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fbian^j as Anthon/s Lieutenant, and fteed 
dyria again from their Dominion. Anthony 
himfeif was bcKegingfiya»i^«;w^ the Gates 
of which had been fhut againfl: him hj 
i:afar\ Order. Whitft Seystm Pompeius 
inveflcd ^tburium and Confentia^ two Town^ 
in Brufium^ I thought all diings looked 
^1 on Anthonfsy and confecpiently on 
my Side. 

Citfiir% Troops, which had been in thfc 
B^tlie of PMi^ij when jAubcmy was one 
0f their GonittiandeEa, were very unwilling, 
to fight ^gainil him, and faid, they owed 
bim too much^ta become hisJElnemies. 

. This Di^fition of the Soldiers I hoped 
would either facilitate a ViiSkory. on^^ 
tbony*^ Side, or promote ftich a Peace be- 
tween him and defary as would not be to. 
hi^ pifa^vajntage, and give him Leifure 
(fo^ I difl npt doubt his Inclination) to re- 
^rn io;-^^5 where, when I could again^ 
inchain him^i^ I was fatisfied my Power 
fwer him was fuffieient to rnalj^ him lay 
at my Fe^t whatever. Partx^f theUniverfc- 

fell to bis Share^ 

"Whilli 
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Whilft I was thus deKghting myfelf 
with future Profpefts, and bafking in the 
Beams of imaginary Power, it was fome 
little Time before I heard from my Spies. 
zt Brundujium. At laft a Meflenger ar- 
rived ; but with fuch News, as was almoft 
capable of turning me into Stone: For 
this Meflcnger informed me, that by the 
Means of 7«//tf, Anthon/s Mother, ' and i, 
Coccius Nervay a. Peace was concluded be- 
tween C^far and Jntban^f: That 03avia 
was made a Pledge of this Peace, by being 
married to the latter : That Cefar and y^- 
ibonif had entered Rotne in Triumph, lead^* 
ing OSlavia between them, in the midft oiF 
fuch Acclamations of the whole City and 
Army, as plainly demonftrated a more 
•general Joy than bad for a long time been 
•known at iJ^iw^i 

" They had made a newDivifion of the 
Empire; by which it was oirdaihcd, that 
isill thcf Weftern Provinces, taking mGaut^ 
fhould remain entire under the Dohiinidri 
of C^/ari and that Mark yinthofry (hbuld 
be Emperor of all the Eaft, CodrofollSy 

aTaWft 
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a Town of Itfyria^ fituatcd eaft ward of the 
Adriatic Gulph, on the Confines oi Mace^ 
don J was to ferve for a Boundary to the 
two Empires. Lepidus was to remain in 
Ppfleffion of y^/rica ; and Pompey to con- 
tinue his Dominion over Sicify, and fome 
neighbouring Iflands. 

Thus, in Appearance, the World was 
fubje6bed to Four Matters 5 tho* to fpeak 
properly, the whole Univcrfe obeyed 
C^/ar and /intbony\ the Authority of Pom-^ 
fey over thefe Iflands being very precarious, 
and that of Lepidus over Jfricaj as weak 
as the Spirit of Lepidus himfelf. So heartily 
did Anthony enter into this Peace, that he 
accepted the Priefthood of the new Sanc- 
tuary, erefted to the Honour of 7«^^'«^ 
C^fary in order to plcafe his Succeflbr 
Oilavius. 

Amazement and Terror, at the Recital 
of this dreadful News, feized on my Senfes, 
and almpft deprived me of Life. Anthony 
was abfent and all Difguife was fled. 
ThofePaflTions into which I ufed to throw 

myfelf, 
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myfelf, in order to work him to my Puf^ 

pofe (which were to appear to him as 

Vents to a Sorrow 1 did not feel^, Were 

now as unneceHary as they were impradi- 

cabie. I was in To great aConfternation, 

that the Power of Speech was loft. If 

Cicero could not have defcribed, j^ell4s 

could not have painted, nor Rofcius have 

reprefented, the Agonies I (hould have felt 

at hearing of ^Inihon/s Succefe, whJlft 

F«/i;/^ was to fhate it : wTiat then were imy 

'Tormcnts,'when I heardof his Succefs and 

<}lory, when tlie young ^nd beautify 

"OSavia was to Ihare in that Glory? -It 

might have been thought Duty was Jfp* 

fhotty*s Motive to return to Fulvia^ but 

OUavia appeared too much the Gbjed of 

Inclination to admit that Thought. The 

raging Ocean only c^n give an Idea of m^ 

Mind, when I refleftcd, that Antboi^ 

Jived, and was happy, and had efcapcd 

my Power: That he was married, and to 

'0£lavia: That he had entered Rome in 

Triumph with C^^r and his new Wife, 

"the Pledge of Peace between thefe tw6 

great Menj ^yho had faved the Ipilling 

much 



mu^hJifi0ii^lBi^^ in:.*^kU Wat, rand 
w^s* tjbe Cwfc <^f sH^ifniopy^.and Concord 
betw;eep, l^er nj5T^ fHwfttaiaj^ and .her BfQ- 
ther. ; , 

At length Jivhep the firft Cpnfternatlon 
was-pafl;, difappointed. Pride rtook its ufu^l 
Courte, .and Uurft jnto Rage. I revenged 
myfelf on the,Meflenger who brought the 
News. With rny own Hapd I ftruck him; 
and would have ftabb^d hio)., if he had 
riot efcaped the Blo.w by Flight. I curfed 
the Wgri4 and' i vented iiiy ill K*u220Ur 
,on ey^ry thin^ -arpund me; For-ihough 1 
ioolced on all thoie who came near. my 
Perfon,. (o far dignified ^by the Honour^, 
that thcy.weris iboye the Teft of the World^ 
yet I thought rthey were born to be Slaves 
to my Humour, and.Objeilsof my capri^- 
cious Power. . 

I dftcn afterwards reflefted on the'Odd- 
nefs of 'Anthorrf% F^e. For this Dupe to 
the pretended Fbndnefsof Women very nar- 
rowly mifledtreakingtheiiearts of Two m 
the lame Year, neither of whom had any real 
Affeaion for him. Such AVas my bwn Cafe ^ 

and 
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and as Fuhia^s Manner of Behaviour was 
£o like my own, I made no doubt but that 
her Motives to luch a Behaviour corrc- 
fponded alfo exadkly with mine. 

However, my Pride afforded me one 
agreeable Thought in the mid ft of my 
Grief; namely, that I had no Love for 
the Man who dared thus to negled: me. 
I likewife fouad fome little Comfort in die 
Account I heard of OUavia : That (he was 
a Woman of the grcatcft. Simplicity ima- 
ginable-, who made it her chief Point to 
do her Duty, without being over- careful 
of the Confequence of her Actions; that 
if (he had any Complaints, her AfFeftioh 
and Goodnefs rather inclined her to con- 
ceal them from thofc (he loved, than to 
difplay them before then- Eyes ia their 
moft difmal Colours, in order to be cer- 
tain that (he did not keep all her Sorrow 
to herfelf : That (he had an excellent 
Underftanding, but never exerted it in 
artful Tricks to impofe on others; but 
was honeft and fincere, wore no Difguife 
herfelf, nor was apt to be fufpicious of it 

in 
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hers ; that fbe kept her Mind as free as 
ble from all Difturbance, and endea- 
ed to oblige, but never to vex her 
fids : In fhort that her Mind poflefled 
Calmnefs, as arifes from a Confciout 
of doing Right to the utmoft of one's 
en 

may appear very ftrange at firft Sight, 
this Charafter of a Rival fhould give 
iny Pleafure ; but yet fo it was, that 
was the Difpofition I defired in a Ri- 
>f Antbonfs Affedions. For whatever 
ughts his own natural Judgment might 
originally infpired him with, conCern- 
ht Marks of either Love or Goodnefs, 
by living firft with Fuhia^ and then 
fne, he had fo long been ufed to the 
: grofs Impofitions, and had been fp 
ht to miftake the true Symptoms of 
Fefted Paflion, that I concluded it very 
able he would be as blind to all OSior- 
G9odnefs, as he was to my Treach- 
fcnd. Deceit. Befides, before he could 
clearly what Confidence OSfavia*s Be- 
our really dcfervcd, hc-inuft have been 

at 
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at the P^ias of ridding; bi$ Mind of aJl 
that Rubbifli^i?«/w^ and; I had pknted 
there. He^muft have confefled c^hlmfelf 
he had been miftal^n hitherto; and I irn^ 
agi.ned he would as foon undertake, like 
Hercules, (his fancied Anceftor)^ to cl^ixfe 
tlie Augean Stable, as attempt a Bufinefs 
fo very irkfome to his Nature-, fo that 
both his rPride and Indolence of Temper 
pleaded ftrongly for me. Another Hope 
I. conceived was, that ajs on one hand I 
hadaccuflioiped nayfelf to keep Anthonys 
Paflions continually dift4arbed, by, fretting,, 
teazingj^and wor4&in^.him into 'Agonies, 
and then fudd^nly, heigjrtening ,iiis Plea- 
fures, by changing ^he Scene from j|l-4ju- 
mour to Smiles.and Cimplaifancc;,: fo^r on 
the -Other h^nd, that 0£lfvia^ fubrplflTiyje , 
Endeavours tp . oblige would render hixn^^ 
languid and infipid, for ^ want of fome- 
thlng to oppofe tHa Benj: of his Difpofij 
tion. * , .. , . 

e Inftance of Oi^^i;/^'^ Sinv. 
plicity,.and her t^aith:in^«/iJ>^»;e/althougt 
flie knew of his former Coreibondence 

With 
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wth me), was, her givuig hcrfelf no 
Troubie concerning my Spies, who con- 
tinued to obferve him^ and informed me 
of all tha^ paffed. Every Perfon I had 
formerJy recommended to. Anthoriy was 
ftill pleafing ^to him ; tho' I am not certain , 
whether he had not forgot the Reafon why he 
pfeferred thi^m to thereft of hisAttendants \ 
For tiie EBedk often remains in the human. 
Mind, when the Cau^ is buried in Qbli-» 
vion^ 

. One A^ftion; of AnthfinsiH^ whilft ; he. 
flayed at Riam^ igave vo^ Hopes that I was 
not tocaily baniffied fr&m his Thoughts^ 
for ott fome frivtrioji^ Pretence helput^ 
Uarfim to Eteathr but thc; true Rcaibn, 
wasj he: had exafpprated-fW/'yi^ by repeats 
ed. Exclamations^ againft Anthmf% Way. 
of Liferwith me, and had ftirred,himr up . 
tQ Wpr^ This, was fo ftrong a Proof of . 
the^Event pf the War, .namely^ his Mar- - 
riage with OSaiqia j^t being- fo. pleafing . 
i(xAnthoi^ m was. generally believed, tliat; 
I could nc)t help rejoicing in it. For if 
there had l?een.^a utter Impolfibility of ^ 
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my ever feeing or having any Power over 
him again, yet, if I could but flatter my- 
ftlf that he Was unhappy, and made his 
Wife fo too, by his Remembrance of me, 
it would have afforded me fome Relief 
under the worfl: of Calamities, 

Another Inflance that Anthony loved 
thofe whom I had recommended, was, 
the great Faith and Confidence he placed 
in an Egyptian Aftrologer whom I ieat 
with him when he parted from me, 
as I imagined, for the Parthian War. 
This Aftrologer, I believe, in Expedtation 
of turning him towards £^//, waxtted to 
get him from Rome ; and therefore de- 
clared to him that tho* the Fortune which 
attended him was bright and glorious, yet 
it was overfhadowed by C^far^s^ and ad- 
vifcd him to keep himfelf far diftant from 
that young Man. " Your Genius (faid 
he) dreads his. When abfent from him, 
you are great and brave; but in his Pre- 
fence, unmanly and dejefted.'* And, in- 
deed fo it did happen : For whenever 
they played at Drawing of ^ots, or at 

Dice, 
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Dicty Antbo?ry ^^s ftill the Lofer; and as 
they often fought Game-cocks or Quails, 
C^far had always the Vidlory. This gave 
Anthony a fenfible Difpleafure. So that, 
quitting the Management of home Affairs 
to defar^ he left Italy. 

But, alas! this Departure o^ Ant})ony\ 
did not anfvver my Aftrologer's Defigp ; 
for in (lead of turning towards Egypt ^h^ 
took O^avifi with him to Athens. How- 
ever, I entertained great Hopes on, finding 
Anthony was fo jealous of C<3?/^r*s Superi- 
ority of Genius; for I doubted not but 
thofe Jealoufies would, in Time, break 
into an open Rupture, and would make 
Cafar's Sifter hateful to him: T^nd that 
hence his Pledge of Peace would, againft 
her Confent, and to her own Anguifh of 
Mind, become the Firebrand to Ipread 
the Flames of a furious War. It is incre-^^ 
dible what Pleafures my Fancy formed 
from this Profpeft, To imagine Anthony 
once again my own, to fee my Revenge 
complete in what 0£lavia muft feel, and 
to find all her Endeavours to preferve the 
F Peace 
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Peace between her Brother and her Huf 
band fruitlefs, muft, to a Soul turned 
like mine, be more Joy than Words can 
cxprefs. 

Anthotry^ whilft he was at Athens^ led a 
Life fo divided between Debauchery and 
Sobriety, that to thofe*who knew but little 
of him, it was difficult to diftinguilh which 
was moft predominant in his Mind; but 
I,' who had been one of his chief Corrup- 
tors, and by rriy artful Defigns of impofing 
on him, had made him fo profligate, as 
to difable him from judging Right from 
Wrong, was very fenfible his Debaucheries 
were his own, and that all Appearance 
from him of Sobriety or Decency, was 
owing to the Influence of his Wife OSlavia, 
However, when I was informed that he 
often conforted with learned Men, or at anj 
time gave himfelf Leifure to refled, and 
that his Wife, by her Behaviour, gained 
the Efl:eem and Love of all the Athenianf^ 
it fl:ung me to the very Soul. 

But when I heard that Anthofr/ had 
taken on him the Name of BacchuSy and 

woulci 
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ivoiild be adored under the DenocniAatiort 
of The God of Topers ; that he had a Temple 
near Athens^ and erefted a Throne in a 
Grotto which was called the. Cave of Bac- 
dus, where divers Inftruments of foft 
Mufic were en^ployed to enervate and 
weaken the Mind ; hiy Hopes began to 
revive, and my Sorrow to be turned into 
Joy. To his Debauchery he alfo added 
Ihfi moft infatiable Avarice •> for thc€reeks 
in Crouds proftrating themjfelves before 
the new Bacchus^ fupplicated him totake 
to his Wife Pallas^ the Goddefs and Pro- 
teftrefs of the Athenians, Anthony com- 
plied with their Requeft, and confented 
to the Marriage, on Condition that the 
; Goddefs (hould bring with her, as a Dow- 
I ry, a Thoufand Talents. This T.urn 
i greatly furprifed his Flatterers-, and one 
i of the Athenians told him, that Jupiter his 
■ Father exafted no Dowry of Semele his 
Mother. That is true, replied Anthony \ 
but Jupiter was rich, and I want Money; 



J 






The fame Feaft was kept in all the 

Towns oi Peloponnefus^ and each contri- 

F 2 buted, 
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buted, according to his Pt^wer, to the 

Expenccs of the Marriage of Pallas and 
Bacchus. Anthony was fo delighted with 
his new Dignity (which he took carefhould 
not be an empty Title), that he ordered 
the Name of Bacchus to be infcribed at 
th^Foot of all the Statues eredled to his 
Honour. 

Every Inftance of Caprice, Avarice, and 
Debauchery, which I heard of jintbonf^ 
gave me infinite Satisfaftion -, both becaufe* 
I knew them to be the Fruit of my own 
Plantation in his Mind, and that OSavia^ 
tho' the beft and mod indulgent Wife ^ 
the World, yet, as flie loved him finccreJy, 
and could not be pleafed with what muft 
end in his Difhonour, would find itAn- 
poffible continually to keep him fronFthe 
Woman, who not only complied with 
his Debaucheries, but daily invented new 
Ways to heighten his Gratification in 
them. 

Anthony from Athens fct Sail to Syria^ 

where he fettled fome Affairs that flood 

3 in 
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in need of Regulation, and then he return- 
ed again to Athens, Here, being pro- 
voked at C^far^ by fome Reports he had 
received againft him, he made no Stay; 
but failed immediately for Italy^ with a 
Fleet confiding of an Hundred Ships; 
and being refufed Harbour at Brunduftum^ 
he made fof Tarentitm. There his Wife 
OSlavia^ who came from Greece along with 
him, and was then with Child, prevailed 
with him to fend her to her Brpther. She 
met OSiavius by the Way, and had a Con- 
ference with him,, in the Prefence of his 
two Friends M:fenius and Jgrippa. By 
:her Tears and Prayers, and intreating 
fli» Brother to confider her Mifery, if 
War fhould enfue between him and her 
Hufb^nd, Ihe fo foftened Cafar^ that he 
marched peaceably to Tarentum^ where, 
with a powerful Army drawn up on Shore, 
and with a great Fleet in the Harbour, no 
one A<5t of Hoftility was committed on 
either Part; nothing but kind Salutations 
and other Expreflions of Friendfliip paf- 
fing betwcea one Side and the other. In 
F3 fhort^ 
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Ihort, OSlavia again wastheCaufe of Peace 
between Cafar and Anthony. 

But whilft I was raving at the Difap- 
pointment of all my Hopes, every thing 
turned out much more agreeably to my 
Wifli than the warmeft Imaginjation could 
have flattered me with, or my higheft Con- 
fidence in my own Charms could have 
cxpefted; for it was at length agreed 
that C^far fhould give Anthony Two of his 
Legions to ferve him in the Parthian War^ 
and that Anthony fhould in Return leave 
with him an Hundred armed Gallies. 
OUavia moreover obtained of herHufband 
Twenty Brigantines for her Brother, and 
of her Brother a Thoufand Foot for her 
Hulband. So having parted very good 
Friends, Cafar Went immediately to^ make 
War with Sextus Pompeius^ for the Recovery 
of Sicily \ and Anthony ^ leaving with hira 
his Wife and Children, together with 
the Children by his former Wife Fulvia^ 
fet Sail for Afia. 

■ This Separation of Anthony from OSa^ 
I'm, feemed to me the only Means by 

which 
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which I could regain him. I had long be- 
foref wrote a Letter to him, which I trufted 
to one of my faithful Spies to put into his 
Hands, whenever he fhould be abfent 
from his Wife, who from the Time of 
that fatal Marriage, which gave me fuch 
cxquilite Torment, had, in Appearance, 
fo much Influence over him, that my 
Pride would not fufFer me to venture the 
dreadful Fate of having my Paflion, or, 
to fpeak more properly, my pretended 
Love, expofed under my Hand to a Rival, 
of whom I knew, if Anthony was really 
fond, he would not fcruple the making 
me a Sacrifice. For all Women whawill 
riot be contented, unlefs the Paflions of 
their Lovers rife to Madnefs, and fpur 
them on to be unreafonable and rnjurious 
to the reft of Mankind, muft pay the Tax 
of being for ever uncertain how foon a 
Transfer of thofe Paflions (which have no 
other Foundation than Whim and Caprice) 
may become the means of facrificing them- 
felves to the newer and more pleafmg Ob-- 

F4 Haw- 
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However, as foon as Anthony was on^ 
Day*s Journey from his Wife, my Sp^ 
delivered him my Letter which containec^ 
thefe Words: 

" Words are too weak to convey to 
♦' Anthony an Idea of the Havock and De- 
*' folation his Behaviour has made in Geo- 
^^ patrah tormented Bofom. Perhaps I 
•* am even now too prefumptuous in dar- 
** ing to addrefs you under the well-known, 
** the well-beloved Name of Anthonys and 
' fhould make my Application with fuch 
iftance and Ceremony as is due to one ^ 
** of the lordly Matters of the Univerfe, 
" and the Hufband of Oefar^s Sifter. But, 
•* forgive me, my Anthony (for fo I muft 
•* call you), as that Word brings to my Re- 
•' membrance thofe happy Days, when we 
** both thought that Time flew too faft for 
** our fleafures! and in each other every 
*' Joy was complete ! Yetwhyfhouldlwifli 
** to bring to my Remembrance Tranf- 
** ports which only ferve to heighten 
**the Senfe of my prefent Mifery? I 
•* know not J unlefs it be, that Paffions, d& 

" ftrong 
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** flxong as that which has long been fixed 
*' within my Breaft,. when difappointed, 
" negleAcd, and defpifed, render us 
" incapable of every other Comfort but 
•' of venting our Sorrows. . Co^ld Tears 
"write as IcgiWy as Ink^ my ftream- 
" ing Eyes woyld be an . inexhauftible 
*' Fund, to afllft me to fbid you all my 
** Woes, and pour forth all my Griefs. 
** But think <not I mean to move you to 
** Companion; no — that were too much 
" for It he wretched • Queen of Egypt to 
" expcA. And yet, rnethinks, fhould 
" you deign to anfwer and comfort me 
•* but with One l.^nt under your Hand, 
^^ the Crime could not be very great. Or,. 
** if an Opportunity prefcnts iifcif, ftiould 
" you, in Pity, fuffer me once more to fee 
*•* you (ft^r Twould fly to the moft diftant 
" Corner of the Globe to obey your Com- 
** rnafid«), I cannot jthinkfuch Pity would 
:f*!be \xnh^^&mR^'t\^-f)^^ But 

'♦f *|fcrha^"^h^ e^defeenfioh Avould be 
'^^* i^Qh if Fby the tni^y Cafar. ^ Hfe wouH 
:^*rfa<i^ hi^«ifter cftegl^ifted,^ ^d^ himfclf 
*♦ affiwitedr i CQnftfr tibisObJeftion ta 
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" my Requeft ftartles mci for I am told 
*' your Genius is daunted and affrighted 
** when in the Prefence of that of C^/ar. 
** Be therefore cautious that he grows not 
•* angry; and let not the unhappy Cleo- 
*' pa^ra be the Caufe of your offending 
" the great and mighty Cefar^ who has 
*' found the Means to awe Mankind. I 
*' once thought Antbortf could not have 
" been awed by any Frowns but thofe of 
" his Cleopatra \ but thofe Days are paft. 
** To gratify CefoTj and difpel his Jea- 
" ioufy, Anihony muft be entirely devoted 
*' to OSIaviay and I muft be the loft, the 
,*' wretched, abandoned, negleded, defpif- 
,** ed, and, O! let me add what is fi^cerely 
" true, the diftrafted 

" Cleopatra.** 

^/i><?;ry in his Difpofitkm had a great 
deal both of Pride and Conypaflion 5 but 
when the former intervenes, thje latter muft 
fubfide; unle& they ;botl>' hajVc; different 
Objefts to work upon; for no Man can at 
once feci his Pi^de pi(jMed> and his Com<^ 
r- ' c '^ ^ paflioa 
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paflion moved, by the fame Objeft. I de- 
pcnded therefore more on thofe Parts of 
my Letter which tended to alarm the 
former^ than on thofe which feemed de- 
figned to raife the latter. 

, This was indeed my lafl: Refource. For 
OStavia was too young, too handfome, and 
too faultlefs in her Behaviour, for rne to 
fipd any other Means of engaging Anthony 
to abandon her, andjuftify tahimfelf his 
fo doing, than by making him imagine 
fhe wanted to, hold him by Cafar^s Power. 
I did not fear but that if I could once move 
his Paflions in my Favour, his Imagina- 
tion would help him either to bias or to 
filence his Judgment; and I fucceeded 
beyond my Expeftation. For when he- 
read thofe Parts of my Letter, in which I 
endeavoured to excite his Pity, he faid, 
" t^oor Cleopatra! what muft you have 
" fuffisred!**: — But when he came to that 
Part which concerned C^far^ he ftamped,. 
bit his Lips with Rage, and cried out, 
*V Shall Qffavia have me all, for fear of 
^ 0>r's Difpleafure?. No! Til Ihow the 
F6 "Worldi 
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*' World that tho* the Nod of this nii^fc^ 
** Cefar may be obeyed by Slaves; j^ 
" that AHthorrf will (hare, not dread^ h^ 
«' Power.'* Then he threw down the Let: Z^ 
ter, raved and railed at me, for imaginin^^ 
he was capable of Fear; and, for a Mc^_ 
ment, feemed to harbour in his Bofom, . 
even againft Cleopatra ^ the higheft Indig- \ 
nation. But when he had vented his Paf- 
fion in all the Fury Words could exprefs, 
his Mind took a fudden Turn : My 
Image prefented itfelf to his Fancy: He 
Ynatched up the Letter again, and on pe- 
rufing the Conclufion, in which I had fo 
ftrongly painted my Diftraftion, he faid, 
*' Oh Queen! I will reward thy Conftancy, 
** thy Love, and Tendernefsj and Jet Or- 
** tavia fee, that I am not to be awed, nor 
♦• threatened, into Love.'* 

When Antbofty had once got diis Notion 
ftrongly in his Mind, that his Wife wanted 
to keep him by the Terror of her Brother's 
Hage, he began to hate her, without feri^ 
joufly confidering whether fhe was guilty 
or innocent of what Ihc was accufed by 

my 
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m-y Art, affifted by his awa iieaied Im^* 
nation. 

When the Spy to whom I had intrufted 
my Letter, fent me Word in what Man- 
ner yf^/i^Tw^ had redeivcd it, I wrote to 
him Day after Day, till he came irito Syria \\ 
whither, contrary td the Advice of all hii 
Friends, and notwithftanding their Re- 
monftrances, he feat Fonteius Capiio to 
conduft me to him. 

No Minds but th6fe ambitious ones, 
which, after a long Defpair of Suc:cefs,have 
at length obtained the full Enjoyment of 
their fervent Defires, can have an ade- 
quate Idea' of my Tranfport^ when An* 
thonf^ Meflenger arrived, and acquainted 
me with his Errand. 

The Succefs of my Scheme, in piquing 
Antbofiy with the imputed Fear of C^r, 
gave me almoft as much Pleafurc as. did 
the Gbhfequence of it. in regaining his In- 
clinations. For as this was my own Contri- 
vance, I applauded myfelf for the Inge- 
nuity 
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imity of my Invention. Which Sclf-ap^ 
probation is, perhaps, one of the higheft 
Gratifications a proud and imperious Soul: 
can indulge. 

I was in hafte to obey Anfbofiy\ Com- 
mands 5 I hurried on the needful Prepara^ 
tions ; and fet out with his Mefflbnger. 

My Thoughts were employed, during 
my Journey, in what Manner I ihould 
behave on my Arrival. I afked Fonteius 
Capito a thoufand Queftions about Ath 
/i&^»y'sprefent Difpofition ; bow he behaved 
towards OiSf^i;/^; and what was now his 
Way of talking concerning Womea in 
general? For I was well apprifed that 
much was hence to be learned as to the 
Manner in which it would be moft prppec 
to treat him. 

c By Capitoh Anfwers„an4i my E^nawlege 
^i Anthony y 1 colieded that hiis ^general 
Difcourfe concerning ;W;on5en infjpUe^ a, 
Contempt of them; as if they were pro- 
perly Slaves to Men, and could not be 

too 
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too fubrtiiffive. As to O^aviay that not- 
withftanding her utmoft Care and Dili- 
gence to obey even his minuted Conl- 
mands, yet from the Careleflhefs of his 
own Difpofition, and from the Simplicity 
of hers, he hardly difcerned that Ihe fub- 
mittedto him ataJJ. 

I had placed Spies enough about Offa- 
viuy from the time of her Marriage, to be 
perfeftly acquainted with her real Charac- 
ter ; and as I knew every Turn of Anihonfs 
Mind, and could trace the moft intricate 
Labyrinths of it, I eafily perceived that 
OSavia's AflSduity to oblige herHufband, 
and her chearful Compliance with all his 
Humours, were the EiFe<9t of her own 
natural Inclinations. In other Words, 
that it yfz%P£lavia'% Study to obey him in 
Faft J and as flie had no jQnifter Views in 
what ihe did, flie never thought of making 
it a Point to place her Obedience fa fully 
in his Siglyf, as fhat it mufl be uppermoft 
in his Mi«id. 

OSavik fucceeded in her Defign by her 
implicit Obedience to Anthony. And now 

I re- 
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I refolved to gain my Point, by engaging 
him to believe that I alfo was all Obedience 
to him; whilft in Reality I thought of 
nothing but the Indulgence of my own 
Inclinadons, and the gratifying my Am- 
bition. I underftood the Art of making 
the utmoft of all the Advantages Nature 
had given me. I could difplay all my 
Charms, both of Pcrfon and Underftand- 
ing; and drefs them up in the moft be- 
witching Manner, to make them glitter 
in the Eyes of Men, whenever I pleafed. 
As to the Grace of a feeling Heart, or 
Compaflion, I could at any time affefl: 
juft as much of it as ferved my then Pur- 
pofc; I could wrap it about me, like a 
' loofe Robe, and turn zhd wind it fo, as to 
' make it appeat in the Light which I tho^iglit 
tnoft conducive t6 the Accomplifhing of 
my favourite Schemes. 

• i was llfo much pkafed hfCupiioh At- 

* count, Aat Anthor^ ^^'nt^t (tc OStavi^d^^ 
Aftions in the faireft View. ' For When' I 
joined this with the Reflexion on his 
klndliftg fo foori with my hlhuhg his Tear 

^'" — - ^ - ^ of 
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of C^far^ I began to hope ihjkt his Wife 
had never had any great Shar^ in his In- 
clinations ; but that the Dcfir^ of keeping 
Peace with Cafar had indeed been the true 
Motive of his hitherto living well with her« 
I knew how to manage this Thought to 
my own Advantage, and refolved to have 
it ready to echo in Anthonf% Ears^ when- 
ever I could make it any-ways fubfervient 
to my own Intereft. Thus, by forming 
m my Mind various Schemes how I fliould 
improve this my new Conqueft (as I ef- 
teemed it) over ^«//&^»y, did I employ my 
Thoughts till we met* 
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Anthony waited not to receive me at 
his 6\frn Palace ; but cai^e to conduct me 
f aft 6f the Way himfelf. The Joy that 
appeared in his Countenance at my Ap-*- 
proach, is not to be exprefled. I threw 
myfelf at his Feet in the moft humble 
Manner, and put on To fubmifllve an Air; 
as added to his Delight of feeing me again^ 
after fo long anAbfence; and raifed in 
his Mind the pleafing Refleftion, that I 
was wholly in his Power, and had no Bro- 
ther 
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ther to fly to for Refuge, in cafe he (houlcl 
abandon me. This gratified him in all 
refpeftsj for befides his apparent Inelina- 
tioa for nie, it fixed him in the Opinion 
that he was engaged on my Side by every 
Tie of Compaffion and Generofity* He 
made me a great many valuaHe Prefents, 
and feemed to be as much my own as ever. 
But I forbore fome time trying any 
great Experiments of my Power, left by 
a too hafty Ufe of it I fhould deftroy or 
at ieaft diminifh it. For the prefent, there- 
fore, I only echoed my Obedience in his 
Ears, and was fb very fubmiflive, that I 
took care to make all my Words and Ac- 
tions appear the Refult of his Commands. 
However, in order to gratify myfelf with 
the natural Bent of my Humour, I was 
doubly infolent to every one around me. 
This Behaviour kept up in Anthony fome 
Notiorls of my Greatnefs ; and at the fame 
time charmed him with the Idea that all 
that Greatnefs was dependant on him, and 
fubjeft to his uncontrouled Will an^ Plea- 
iure* 

I car- 
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I carried this on till I had fixed in yfe- 
ibony^& Mind the Opinion of my obedient 
and fubmiffive Temper fo very ftrongly, 
that I thought it would be difficult for 
even a contrary Behaviour to root it from 
his Imagination. By degrees I began to 
exert again all my former Humours in,the 
fame Manner as when he was firft with. 
me 2it Alexandria ; but yet fo artfully, and 
by fuch flow Degrees, that he hardly per- 
ceived the Alteration. As an old; Man,, 
when his Memory begins to decay, re- 
tains ftill thofe Impreflions which in the 
Vigour of Youth were imprinted on his 
Mind, and yet forgets what pafled but 
Yefterday, fo Anthony ' greedily receiving 
the Impreflion of my Obedience, and his 
Fancy- Jiidturihg it contimially before his 
Eyes, whatever pafled afterwards had no 
Power to eradicate it. At the very time 
when every one elfe faw that 1 ftudied no- 
thing but my own Will and Pleafure, h« 
would infift and affirm, that his Pleafure 
was the principal, nay^ only Objeft of 
my Study. When I found I had him 

• thus 
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thus fecure, I began to put in Executfot^' 
the Defigns I had before conceived. 

The firft Step I took, was to get rid c^X; 
all thofe Friends o^ Anthony^ who had ad^* 
Vifed him againft fending .for me into 5y- I 
ria ; and likewife of all thofe who, as my 
Spies informed me, had favoured O^^'i^*/?. i 
And here I played my old Trick over 
again \ that is to fay, I ufed them with 
fuch repeated Infuks> fuch Arrc^ance 
and Ill-nature, as rendered it impoffible 
for them to conceal their Refentments 5 
and the very Inflant they prefumed to 
fhew, by their Looks, that they were not 
even rejoiced at being abufed, I made Ath 
/i&^;5^ believe their Difpleafure arofe from 
DifrefpetS to him^ which caufed thehr 
Hatred to me. 

When by thefe means I had cleared An* 
ihony of all thofe Perfons to whom I had 
:any Diflike, and?had fatisfied my Revenge, . 
my next Stc|) was to- endeavour to obtain 
fome Gratification for that ragipg Avarice 
which pofleffcd me. This I contrived to 

accom- 
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flccomplifli by ratifing falfe Accufations 
againft the Syrian Noblemen and Gover- 
nors. The Moment L took it into my 
Head to fancy the Poffeflions of others 
wouldbe convenient to me, I invented Ibme 
plaufible Story of their Perfidioujfnefs and 
Treachery,' of the Truth of which I was 
careful to convince Antbotrf by Ten thou- 
fand Arts and Plots •, whilft he ftood in Ad- 
miration of myWatchfulncfs for his Safety; 
•and applauded my great Penetration in 
diving into all political Secrets. A Pene- 
tration indeed no Perfon could have at- 
tained with the utmoft Afliduity, joined 
to the moft univerfal Knowlege; unfefs, 
like me, their Invention fupplied the 
Want of Faft, and they could paint others 
in any Colours which beft fuited their own 
Defigns* 



*o*' 



Jntb^y by my Contrivance, ordered 
the Affaffination of Lyfanias^ whom he 
himfelf had made King of Chalets. My 
Pretence was, his taking Part with his 
Enemies; but my real Aim was, to be 
enriched with his Spoils. In (hort, Cyrene^ 

Oprus^ 
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CypruSj Co^lo'Syria^ Iturta^ ^nd Phnicia^ 
wit4i great Part of Cilicia and Crele^ were 
all added to my hereditary Dominions, 
which (now I had again got Pofleffion 
of Anthony) I looked upon as a mere 
Trifle, in comparifon of that unbounded 
Power, and immenfe Treafure^ my Fancy 
^had conferred on me«. 

But the principal Objeftsof my prefer^: 
Ambition were Herod's Kingdom ofjudea^ 
and Mqlchus's of Arabia: The former of 
%vhom I accufed of having governed tyran- 
nically, and the latter of having favoured 
the Parthians. I had alfo another Motive, 
befide§ the avaricious Deflre of his King- 
dqm, which prompted me to endeavour 
to dethrone Af^^W, namely, his Fondnefs 
of his Wife Mariamne: For ahhoughj//- 
dea was granted to Herod by the Romans^ 
yet by bi^ own- Bravery and Conduit he 
acquired tl^e Pofleinoh of it- . : . l : 

Herod was a King celebrated for his Va- 
lour, and eileemed in the World as a great 
Manj and confequently I could not bear 

the 
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tli€ Thought of another Woman's having 
any Power over him; for I looked on all 
the Kings, at Icaft all the famous Kings, of 
the Earth, as born to be Slaves to my fu- 
perior Charms. Nor did it leflen in the 
leaft my Enmity to Mariamne^v/hQn I con- 
fidered Ihad great Reafon to believe that 
ihe had no Fondnefs for Herod. For I 
looked on Sincerity as fo trifling a Sacrifice, 
that the World's even imagining a Woman 
had any Influence over a^Man who had a 
^^ingdom at his Command, was, in my 
Opinion, more than a fufiicient Reward 
for fuch a Sacrifice. 

It is true, Herod had begun, his Reign 
witK a barbarous and favage Acflion ; for 
^fter having delivered the old Hyrcanus 
from Confinement, and granted him all 
royal Honours, he underhand contrived 
that he fliould f^jfler a cruel Death. But 
this, though the pretended, was not the 
real Caufe of my accufing him to AnthotF^. 
So far was I from confideritig Cruelty in' 
its true Light, when it was perpetrated 
in order to obtain a Crown, that I fhould 

have 
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Wave defpifed the JMan, as void of Spirit, 
who had iieCtated a Moment the Overleap- 
ing any Bounds which barred his Paffagc 
to the afcending a; Throne. However, 
this Affair was deferred for a little time; 
becaufe the Seafon of the Year called yiSif- 
tbory to quit Aniwcby and to march to^ 
wards ^r»^»^. I was very unwilling to 
part with him, fearing, by afecond Ab- 
fence, to lofe my Power again i and not- 
withftanding all the Opppfition that Rea- 
fon could make to it, I would accompany 
him as far as the Banks of the Euphrates^ 
where I made it fo much his Employment 
to prevent my plaguing him with my 
Whims and Caprice, that he neglefted, 
by thefe means, all the neceflkry Prepara- 
tions for the War, which a much lefs ex- 
perienced General (who had not been thu^ 
infatuated by the Charms of an artful Wo- 
man) could not have omitted. The 
nearer we approached to Armenia^ the 
moreftrongly I renewecj my Solicitations 
of obtaining the Kingdoms of Judea and 
Arabia. 

Anthony 
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i^it'^;;)^ was leading his Troops agakft 
«r formidable People ; and if he fliould fall 
in that War, 1 was willing to be in Pof- 
feffion of aril that his prefent Power dould 
invcft Ine with.. At Laodkeaj Herod and 
Malcbus attended the Triuinyin in or<ter 
to juftify themfdyesirom die Gr^toe^ kid 
to their Charge. 

But wirfi ^I the Arts I wfs Miflrefs o^ 
4Uid all Jntbcnf^ Parti^ity in my Faypur» 
I could only prevail with him to take from 
Herodjjericht)^ and the Balfam Gardens} smd 
from MalchttSj Arabia Nabaib^ which is fo 
iu\ ia Perfumes. Nay^ when I prefled 
him farther, he at laft grew fo peevifh^ 
chat he bid ni^ mind mjr o,wn Bufix>efs, 
and not trouble myfelf any xnore about 
Herod. 

This was diegre^ft Rebuff I ever met 
with from Jntbortf^ and the only Point 
in which I ever failed of Succef^. The 
Difappointment was very hardly borne by 
one of my impetuous Temper \ nor did I 
ew fe^t it; but took «very Occafion 
Q * to 
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to teaze andtoftncnt Anthony^ the Remain* 
der of my Life. 

But although Anthotrf could not gratify 
my boundlefs Ambition, nor my infati- 
able Avarice; for if he had given me the 
World, with an Exception only of the 
minuteft Trifle, I fliould have been dif- 
fatisfied; yet was he much reproached 
with his Profufenefs towards me. He 
would oftSn lay, that the Grcatnefs of the 
Roman Empire confifted more in giving, 
than in conquering Kingdoms. 

Ail the Reproaches that were caft on 
AntbofF^ for my fake, appeared to my 
Fancy fo many Trophies ercfted to my 
Honour; as they were Proofs of my Power 
over him; and, according to the Notions 
I had long fixed in my Mind, his Honour 
and my own were fo incompatible, that I 
always thought as the one leffened, the 
'other Increafed.^ 

At length I was obliged to Xtz.vtJntbonj^ 

whilft he pyrfued the t^artbianW^r : But 

8 before 
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befwe I parted from him, I played all txfj 

old Tricks over again, and afted the fame 

Part as when we were Separated before. 

One Moment flattering him with all the 

Marks of pafTionate Sorrow, fpr being fo 

'Unfortunately obliged to Ifvea Day with*- 

duthim', and another^ affefting the Height 

of Geod-humour and RapJture on his be* 

ing yet with me. I would iigh, and break 

forth in Exclamations oh the curfed Par^ 

tbian'WsLt^ as the Cailfe of my having once 

loft Anthony : Adding, that I ftiould not 

then have parted* with hkn, had I known 

he would have fleered his Courfe towards 

liafy. But fhould Cf/ar^ the mighty C^ffarj 

fend for him to kome/sLnd Oilaviay by her 

Brother- fi Power, have again the Pofleffioff 

of him, I could never furvive it. 

When I h'^jintbtnvf was thoroughly 
griecsed at parting with me, and that by^ 
giving bim an Idea of G^r's fending for 
him (as being 'one of fuperior Power) he 
was deeply affefted ; then would I by a 
(Sudden Tranfition fmile him into Joy, 
bleifing my ^tgrs^ that yet there was no 
G z Gaufc 
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Caufe to grwve, for my Mark ^Auh^t^ 
was ftill with his Qeopairu% and I would 
referve my Grief, in order to vent it when 
alone. . ^ 

Thus did I alternately y^ock jhubowf 
into Agonies, and raifeliim into Raptures, 
till I had keafon to hope I had fixed the 
Charms of my Perfon fo ftrongly on hil 
Miiidi, that he wpuld haften back with the 
utmofl: Speed, We parted; but I did 
not keep my Word in vendog Aiy Grief 
alone. Indeed how was it poffible I fhould ; 
for in reality I had. none to vent? And 
the Afiedation of it vaniifaed) as ibpn as 
my Hero was abfent. Inftead :of ^ri^vingi 
it was my Study how to amvife aad^yert 
myfelf. . . \ . 1. :' ,j . ; . 

Judea ran much in my Hea{l, b^Caufe 
I was dif^>pointed in the Po0jp0toh of it, 
vrhicli, I believe, made Vit think; df ^t\^ 
thither. I vifited all the principal Towns 
in Sjrkiy and came at laft to Judea. He*' 
rod treated me with the higheft Refpefl, 
and feemed inclined co engage; me in his 

Party, 
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l^arty, in cafe jSexandra^ his Wife's Mo- 
ther^ a Woman of an ambitious turbulent 
Spirit, Ihould give him any Difturbance 
by Complaints to Antbony^. But I had 
Defigns of my own\ and was refolved to 
try every Method to obtain Ms Kingdom, 

The firft Thought that ftruck me, was 
tQ endeavour to infpire Herad with Love; 
lor which I had Two Reafons. ^ The one 
was, to free him from Mariamne^ and have 
another King my Slave j the other, that 
I was fure this would be a certain Method 
of deftroying him with An^ony^ about 
whofe Perfon I had Placed my Friends and 
Spies in fuch a Manner, as I doubted not 
his being made believe that I was innocent ^ 
and Heradj tho' guilty, unfuccefsfuk 

I had accuftomed the Triumvir to fa 
much Fallacy, and had ufed him fo long 
to think any thing true which he had a 
mindlhouldbe fo, that I might very well 
depend upon it, that his Fondnefs for 
me would make him eafily acquit me. 
But I knew Heroci^s Head mull pay the 
G 3 . Forfeit 
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Forfeit oi Anthonys pnce ialagftiing H^prc^* 
fumed but to thipk of me. Nay, I wentib * 
f^r as to believe it would ttiokt Antbonj- 
yet more my Slave, after he fhould have 
the dreadful Idea of my being pol&fied by 
anpther. And I had artfully (w|iich I- 
was convinced was in my Power) turned 
that dreadful Idea into the pleafiftg^Image 
that my Love for,, and Conflkancy to him, 
were unalterable. 

I called fiDrth all my Charms, and put 
in Pradiceall my Artifice and Cuhrtirig^ 
to bring Herod to my Lure: But in vain; 
the politic King of JW^^ would not be the 
Rival of one of theMaftcrs of the Univerfe, 
who waiS the Arbiter of his Fate. To this 
I impvted his cold Reception of the Ad:- 
vances I made him 5 but had I once thought 
(what might perhaps be true^ thiat my 
bold Behaviour ftruck him with Horror,, 
and that his Fondnefs for Mariamne kept 
him coaftant to her, I fliould have defpifed 
myfelf for the Impotence of my own 
Charms: And the Moment I could have: 
thought fo meanly of myfelf, my difap-^ 

pointed 
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pointed Pride would have driven me to 
Diftradtion. But whatever was the Caufe 
of Herod*s Coldnefs, his being {o at alj, 
raifed in me fucb an inveterate Hatred 
towards htm, that the Zeal I had a^nft 
him before, for the fake cf getting his 
Kingdom, was redoubled by the Hope* 
of gratifying my Revengp. However, 
Herod thought proper to wait on me to 
the Borders of Egyp^^ and loaded me with 
rich and valuable Prefents before we part- 
ed; I fuppofe, in Expeftation to haveaf-^ 
fwaged my Anger, and have made me 
bury his Negledl in Oblivion; but he 
greatly deluded himfelf inimiagining^thac 
my Revenge v^as placable. 

At my Return ta /Sexattdria^ the firft 
News I heard was that Cf/Jw* had made a 
mod glorious Campaign ; had conquered 
aH Sicify^ and driven Sexlus Pompeius from 
thence; that he had obliged Lepidus to re- 
fign the Office, and renounce the Power 
and Name, of a TriumviF, and reduced 
him to the Condition of a private Man. 
That the Senate of Rjomc ftrovc with Emu- 
G 4 lation 



I 
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ladon which ftrouJd court and flatter C^Jdr 
tlie moft. But of all the Honours decreed 
him by the Senate^ what affefted me moft 
was^ that they decreed a fumptuoys Feaft 
in the Capitol, where Cafar and all hi* 
Foiaily were tobeprefent. . 

When Aiihanf bad left Jtowr, and Iwask. 
thereby freed from all my Apprrficnfions of 
'ORavia\ perfonal Ri Valfhip, Uruia^C^fai^% 
Wife, became the principal Obje<ft of my 
Envy. The Charms of her Pcrfon,. joined 
to a fprightly Underftanding, excited ray . 
Envy of her a$ a Womanv but when (he 
became C^r*s Wife, and wasf to fhare ia 
his Honours, my Rage ^ainft her wa> 
redoubled. She was a Woman in whofe 
Brea^ Love aiid Ambition were fo mixed, 
that they akcmately broke forth, as Ac- 
cident Off outward Circumftances gave 
Occafion. While Ihe lived with Tiberius 
Neroi her firft Hufbandv ^nd when, after 
the Wars of PoruSy he wandered about, a 
Fugitive from his Country, her Love ex- 
erted all its Force, and Ihe chcarfully 
lhai;cd her Hufband's Misfortunes^ witL 
t the* 
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the gretteft Aflfefbion ; but as fooh as flie 
was C^/ir*s Wife, as if flie had been in- 
fedled with a new Paffion^ not hitherta 
j^rccived ^ven by herfelf, fhe was adu- 
ated by nothing but Ambition. She made 
Qefar adopt the Children Ihe had by Tihe^ 
rim Nero^ to the Prejudixx of his own 
Grand-children •, and employed all her 
future Thoughts^ how to aggrandize her 
own Family. I W2« indeed pJeafed, that 
d^r had reduced Lepiius to a private 
J^ife; thinking that now the whole Power 
would devolve on him and Anthony. But 
yet that very Conqaeft which I was fo* 
pleafcd with, became hateful to me^ 
when I reflciSled it was gained hy Livia*^ 
Hiilband^ and that ihe was to partake int 
(he Glory of his Vi<5bories. 

. WhilfficiBy Mind was thus agitated by 
different* PaiBons^ and fluftuated between 
Hopes and JFears, a Meflenger from An^ 
1^t^\ arrived at j^eKandriaj by whom t 
wgiai^f9tmb^y^Xh^trj4ntbany had made a^ 
▼ery different Campaign from Gf/ir. That? 
m^witbftanding he had fo formidable a^ 
G 5 Power,, 
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Power, which put all the Indians on tHr 
other Sidit oi Baffria under the greateft 
Confternation, and 2X2LxmtdLAfia\ yet that 
it proved unprofiuble to him^ through his 
impatient Defire of returning to fpend the 
Winter with me: Which Proposal urged 
him to begin the War fo early in the Sea- 
fon, and to carry it on with fo litdeCon- 
duft, as plainly proved to his whole 
Army, that he longed more to throw him- 
felf at my Feet, than to overcome the 
Enemy. In fhort^ I heard that Antbonj/'j 
after having been harrailed, and difap- 
pointed in all his Schemes, had made one of 
the mofl: miferable Retreats ever recorded 
in Hiftory, having loft, in this Expedition, 
upwards of Thirty thoufand of his beft 
Troops 5 but that at laft he himfelf was 
fafe at Leucoeomey bctyfccnBeryfas ^LndSidon^ 
where he defwed me to meet him, and with 
Impatience waited my ArrivaL - 

Notwitbftanding thefe Dilgraces, I waf 
lie ver better pkafed than at the Account 
of them > as in fi>me meafure it abated 

the 
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tfte uncafy RefledliorfS livia had occafi-' 
oned. 

*Tis true, Cafar had conquered; bu€^ 
Cefar had (hewn the World that Livia^s- 
Influence over hirft was hot powerful 
enough to perplex him, or deflroy his Con- 
duft: Whilft ^»//&(7»y's whole Soul/ was 
fq entirely poflefled with my Image, that 
his Anxiety was too great for him to aft 
mth his ufual Prudence. 

*Tis true, Cafar would let Lhia fliare- 
his Honour; but Anthony would venture 
his own Ruin, only for the fake of a more 
Ipeedy Return to me. In fliort, on the* 
Comparifon, 1 thought my Glory the* 
hrgheft; and was better fatisfied, than if 
Antbowf'hsA carried on the War with more 
Succefs,* had wintered his Troops in Ar-- 
fmniaj and /hewn the world he could bear 
my Abfence; even though the Refult of 
his Succefs had been his returning: home 
crowned with Gonqueft. For though? 
Avarice and Ambition both united in my 
DfcfiFe of ^/i&^/^'s gaining new Kingdoms^. 
G & becauie 
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becauie I JcneMr hip would lay diem at my 
Feet; yet to let the World fee that he waf 
my Slave, and the Dupe of his PaflioQ^ 
for rtie, was my principal Point of view. 

Antbai^^s Meflcnger took an Oppor- 
tunity to enlarge on his Maffer's Humant- 
ties, informing me that whilft his Soldier* 
were in all theMifery which the greateft 
Hardfliips, the n>oft diftreffing Want, and 
the utmoft Danger could involve them in^ 
he became a Father to them; ran from^ 
Tentlo Tcftt j.procured Relief for the Sick- 
and Wounded ; and with his own Hands 
adminifter'd to their Neceff}ties, whilft 
Tears (hewed the Tendernefs erf his Nature,. 
Ni^ doubt but the Meffenger imagined 
thefe pFaifes would afford me mujch Plea- 
furev but be was miftaken ; for I did not 
want to be informed, that Attboity^ when 
no other Paffion intervened to get the bet- 
ter of his Humanity, had naturally a great 
Fund of it in his Bofom ; but from the 
Time I knew hirrit it had been my chief < 
€^i:e to ftifle all Senfibility to the Suffer- 
ings of others, and make him beik Ve i\^9 

:. : V \y was 
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was no Objieft of Compaffion, no proper 
Perfon on whom he could exert his Good- 
Befs, befidiea my felf. 

1 began to think now (rf fetting forth to 
Zeucocome-y but before I had khJlexandriay, 
another Meffenger arrived from Antho^ryy 
who defired me to make hafte to his Lord ^ 
for that his Impatience to fee me had made 
him like one frantic r That, in order to be- 
guile the tedious Time, he gave himfelf ta 
Drinking and Voluptuoufnefs; That he 
eould not even bear the Tedioufnefs of a^ 
Meal J but often ran to the Sea^Cde, to fee ifi 
I was coming. To which the Meflenger 
added, that he believed, if I did not appear 
very foon at the Caftle, Anthony^ through; 
Impatience, would difpatch all his Atten- 
dants,, one after another^ to fetch me j and 
leave himfelf without a (ingle one; 

Nothing could give me more Delight 
than this- Defeription of Anthonf^ Impa- 
tience to fee me. However, the more I 
heard of his Uneafmefs atmy Abfeitce, the 
k)oger I delayed gratifying him by my 

» : Prefence^^ 
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Prefence ; for nothing could divert me fo 
much as the Number of Meflengers I met 
Ml my Way •, and I pi6lured to my felf every 
Hour, Anthofjy playing fome mad Prank, 
and making himfelf ridiculous on my ac- 
count. I had often indulged the Foible 
of my Sex, in keeping favourite Monkies, 
and had always been diverted with them, 
in proportion as they fawned upon me, 
whilfl: they fcratched and bit every other 
Perfon that approached them ; but the 
having it in my Power thus to make a 
Man, a Reman General, one of the Three 
Lords of the Univerfe, a Monkey for my 
fake, gave me fuch rapturous Joy, as is not 
«o bedefcribed; and whatftill added more* 
to it, was^ the Refle^on that^»/j&^;jy'sUn- 
derffiandrng was allowed ta be fiiperior to 
that of moft other Men ; for this flattered the 
Conceit of my own Power, in gaining fuch 
an Afcendency over a Perfon of fuch ac- 
complilhed Abilitiesr. 

Here alfo another Comparifon wftii 
Livia^ wherein I imagined myfelf to have 
greatly the Advantage, occurred to ray 

Mindt. 
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Mind. Ziwrthad indeed ind?/ira fond and 
indulgent Lovcf-, but yet her Power did 
not extend fo far as to alter his Nature^ 
or infatuate his Reafonr No — fuch a Tri- 
umph was referred for Cleopatra only ; andS 
I believe no Woman could have enjoyed it 
more. 

The Phrenzy of Atfthonfs lafted till I 
came into the Port; when he broke forth- 
into the utmoft Tranfports of Joy imagi- 
nable. I had brought with me fome 
Cloathing, and fmall Prefents, for his 
Soldiers: But jinthony vfzs profufe in his 
Genepofity towards them ; which he toolc 
€are ta attribute to my Liberality, and 
contrived that I fliould havd the Honour 
of it; though indeed the Money ijQTuedi 
from his own Coffers 5 for I never parted^ 
with any thing more than I was perfuad- 
edl fhould, in fome ihape or other> receive 
Intcreft fbr^ even to Extortion, 

AnithoiTf^ by my Advice^ in tiie Letter 
he wrote to the A^im^^ Senate, put falfe 
Cotoura oa thcdifadvantageous^ Campaign: 
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he had made. For though I knew corfl^ 

mon Report would difcovcr the Truth, 

yet I though a litUe Deeeit would do nO' 

Harm. 

Though C^far underhand fpread the 
Reports of Jnlhot^^s unhappy CampaigHy 
yet on the Receipt of his Letters of a con-* 
trary Import, he ordered Supplications and 
Thanks to be given to the Gods for the 
Succefs of my Hero. I faw this was Xt^ 
ting Deceit againft Deceit, which I im^ 
puted to the Artifices of JJvia and OSa^ 
via. For Offaviaj had been all this Time 
in Rom€ ; but now being defirous to fcek 
her Hufband, (he obtained her BrotherV 
Permiffion for th^t Purpofcr . 



C^far was vtij ready to confeiM:; thtnk-f 
ing if Oiiavia wa^ treated vrith Indigaity,. 
it would be a good Pretence for a civil 
War. He fent by her very nwgnifi^^^nt 
Prefents to Anthoirf^ Nothing could be 
fo terrible to me as Ae thoughts of 04fti3:;w 
zv^Anthonf^ Meeting. She hadalfea^]^ 
bad the Pow^r of:detaiiii|]^JbK^^ f^ mi 

Five 



CLEOPATRA. t^T 
Five Years; and I dreaded^hcConfequence 
of her feeing him ag^in. I therefore took 
care to contrive that fhe fbould receive 
Letters from Antboivji^ fignifying his Plea- 
fure that fhe fhould wait fcH* him at Athens. 
afligning for wi Apology, the troublefome 
Wars wherein he was now engaged^ which^ 
he faid» would not permit him to enjoy 
her Company at prefent. OSavia could 
not be ignorant whence thefe Orders of her 
Hufband proceeded;, yet fhe fent him^ 
Letters full of Refped and Afieftion, de- 
firing to know how he would have difpof- 
ed of the Cloaths for his Soldiers, the- 
Horfes, the Money, and Prefents to his 
Friends and Officers, which fhe had 
brought with her, as alfb Two thoufand 
chofcn Soldiers for recruiting t\i^ Pretoriart 
Cohorts, which had much fuffered in his* 
unlucky Campaign. Niger^ one of An^ 
thonfs particular Friends, was entrufled 
with this CommifTion -, who, after havipg 
given Anthony fuU Information of what he 
had in Charge, clofed it with great Com- 
mendations of 0£lavia\ in which I joined 
to fa extravagant a Degree,, that I could 

plainly^ 
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plainly perceive, I rather fixed Antbonff 
Thoughts on my Goodnefs, ("who could 
thus praife a Rival) than on OSavia. But 
r took care to throw in now-and-then, a^ 
one of her good Qualities, that (he was 
Cdfar'Sy the powerful C^far^s Sifter : Which 
I faw dwelt fo ftrongly on Antbtntf^ Mind, 
as, in that One Reflexion, aU her good 
Qualities were paflcd over and forgotten, 

I knew OUcrvia* sVit^ in quitting Rome^ 
was to lay in her Claim, and contend with 
me, for her Hufband*s AfFeftions ; which 
I thought was fo very unreafonable, that I 
refolved on no Accoun.t to be feparated 
from Anthony^ whofe prefent Purpofe was 
tojoin with the King of A?<?^/^? once more 
to take the Field againft the Parthians. 
But my Defignwas far different; for the 
Sufpicion, that when ArHhony approached 
Athens^ he might take a Fancy to vifit his 
Wife, was fo Ihocking to me, that I dit 
played all my Art, and fet to work all the 
Cunning which Experience and a ftrong 
Defire of deceiving could infpire me with^ 
io prevent this dreadful Interview. In 

ordei:^ 

\ 
\ 
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orderto keep Anibony from pur fuing his owrr. 
Schqines of going into Parthia^ I pretend- 
ed to be'dyingforLoveof him. By Fad- 
ing, and- every Invention I could fuggeft, 
I brought myicif down to be fo thin, and 
look lb pale and wan i. that I feemed to 
be confuming away with Penffvenefs and 
Sbrrow. Whenever he entered the Room, 
I fixed my Eyes on him with Rapture;: 
and. whenever he took his Leave, I was 
fainting arid dying away, I faw this 
wrought ' Anthony into Agonies ; and he: 
would often hurry from n^,. as unable to 
fuppDrt his Concern for my Sufferings. 
But the Nioment he departed, I burft out 
a laughing at his Folly, and exulted in. 
the Superiority of my Power^ 

Whenever he left me in this Condition,, 
he was expeditious in his Return; for he 
was as unable to bear the Thoughts of 
what I might fufFer,, as to be a Witncfs^ 
©f my Diftrefs. I had acquired the Art: 
©f commanding Tears at a Moment's 
Warning; but as loon as he approached^ 
I aflFefted to dry them up in Hade, as iF 
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afhamed he fhould be a Witness of mf 
"Weakaefs; or rather, as if unwiUii^ t6 
grieve him, I would endeavour, if poffibic,. 
to keep all my Sorrow to myfclf. Nay, 
fometimes the very Tears which had ftart- 
cd into my Eyes with Excefs of Mirth and 
Laughter in his Abfenoe, would ferve ta 
perfuade him that they flowed from a^ 
quite different Motive. 

I had hitherto pleafed myfelf with in> 
poling fo grofsly on Antboiry^ as to make 
him believe all the Marks of other Paf- 
fions, fuch as Anger, Pride, and Envy, 
were Marks of Love. This I deBghted 
in moft, as I fanfied my Power raifed in 
Proportion to the Groffhefs of my Impo- 
fition. But now, imagining that if he 
went to the Parthian War, OStavia laid in 
wait at Athens^ to feduce him from me, 
I thought it proper to come nearer the true 
Signs of Love in outward Appearance, 
in order to prevfent his being thus inBu- 
enccd. 

Anthony was at prefent abfolutely belet 
with my Creatures and Flatterers,, who 

wete 
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w^e all lb zealous to fecond my Defign, 
Ihat he heard from them nothing but the 
Words I haddi-dated, and the Sentiments 
^hich I chofe he Ihould be infpired with* 
They charged him With InfenfibiHty, and 
lapbraided him with forcinjg ah unhappy- 
Lady to die foir his fake i a Lady, whofe 
Soul entireiy depehded upon him, and on 
him alone. They added it was true 0£la^ 
wia was hh fPTfCy and did enjoy th^ 
honourable Title, becaufe it was found 
convenient for the Affairs of her Brother 
to have k lb: hut Cleopatra, thefovereign 
Qoeen of- m«ny Nations, irtuft be con- 
tented with tfw Name of Mflrefs: Nor 
did Ihe &iirt w dc^ife the Charafter, 
whilft fee might have the Happinefe of 
feeing ami livir^ wkh htm. But were (he 
bereaved of thisj thd'Lofs would be too in- 
fupportaWefor her to furviveit. 

Jpbomf m2A ib i^ll tlcinvtneed that I 
muftdic if he forfook me^ and fo well 
fatisfied it would be an Aftion of great 
Compaffion and Goodxiefi to facrifice him- 
fetf and his; Fiiemfc to me; that, putting 
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•of all Thoughts at prefent of the Parthan^ 
War, he fufFered me to lead him back in 
Triumph to Alexandria \ whilft his Wife 
X)5tavia waited his Commands at Alhensy 
and the gazing World was aHonifhed at 
my Power. But notwithftanding my Trir 
umph on tliis OccaGon within my own 
Breaft, yet was I not contented without 
daily tormenting and plaguing Antboft/% 
Avith my raging Jealoufy^ bleffing in my 
^wn Mind that Perfon who firft aflerted 
Jealoufy to be one of the ftrongeft Proofs 
of Love. And indeed my Fear of lofing 
Anthony^ (though it was on the Confidera- 
don hisof being my Sul^edt, more; than my 
Lover) would not let me reft, whilft 0^^- 
via remained quietly at Aihns. But yet 
1 did not dare openly to infift on his fend- 
ing her rudely back to Italy -^ for my Me^ 
thod of accomplifliing my own Purpofes, 
was to work Anthotrf^ Paffions in fuch* a 
Manner, that be^ himfeU fhauld propole 
the Execution of my Schemes, without 
my ever mentioning one Word of the Mat- 
ter^ However, I was refolved by fome 
Means or other- that JO^^^i^fhouUl return 

to 
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to Rome. One Day^ when Anthanyr was 

gone abroad, I indited the following Let^ 

ter, in his Name, Co his Wife OElavia. 

\ 
** Madam^ 

*' As the prefent Situation of my Affairs 
** will not permit me to meet you ztAthens^ 
*' I judge it proper that you immediately 
^^ return to Rome^ till fuch time as it may 
** be more convenient for me to fee you 
^* either there, or at fome other Place, 
^ which I (hall take care to appoint.** 

^ This Letter I kept in my Pocket, till I 
tould have an Opportunity of making my 
intended Ufe of it. Antbowf often gave 
Intimations as if he wifiied OSavia was re- 
turned to haly-f and I was refolved, the 
next Time I found him in that Humour, 
to bring it about. It was not long before 
he mentioned his Wife, when I repeated 
my former extravagant Praifes of her; con- 
cluding again with her beingC>/ir*s Sifter. 
Antbonf changed Colour; looked angry; 
and faid, he would fend her back to Rme^ 
if it was jonly to (hew C^far he defied his 

Power. 
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Power. In Appearance I was very mudi 
againft fuch a Propolal; aad replied it 
would be dangerous to irritate Qefar^ by 
fo puUic an Affront offered his Sifter. I 
urged all the Reafbns I could againft it, 
till I faw he was inclinable to be prevailed 
on by my Arguments *, and then i £ud^ 
-denly concluded with begging him to re- 
member what the Aftrolog^ had formed^ 
told him; and, for his own fake, to dread 
the Wrath of him whofe Genius was the 
ftrcMiger, and whkh awed his into Fear 
and Trembling. This anfwered my Pur- 
pofe; iovAntbonf fell into a violent R^« 
repeated the Words Ftar and TremMiMgB 
ieveral Times; and then broke out into 
iuch Expreffions, as plainly Jhewed he was 
determined O^ibs^/a fhould not hold him 
by Fear, nor would he be terrified by Gf 
/ar^s Wrath. As foon as bis Rage wai 
abat^ enough to hear me fpeak, I told 
him, widi a fouling Countenance, that he, 
I was confident, would not fend a Letter 
«f my didlating to O^laviay to command 
icr to return to Ifaiy: And, as foon as I 
had dared him imo fwearing he would 

fend 
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fencj wh^tcwr: l.indttCKfel JdftWnai^if ith .i 

him i than / above ^fteci ted. i-^ As fooh as; he 
had read it, he' tctek the fiea ti> xopy it,^ 
which I with great Eagernefs difluadedhim 
fr<>mr 2 aSai7edliim!it,ifi^<»4d brhtg/b^ a 
cifrikWari-Tb^ itwfes^tepoflibkO^tf'Wt* 
could brook fii^h daAflfeohtv and many 
more AtgatnmHl ufed^ ^H irf^^liich tend-: 
ed to fpxxr : }^\m , pi}, to ^yfe in Exed^tio^ 
yr^at^I afife6^cd ^/4^re to;'prel^nt,^ , At 
laft, ^en J kn^ew fee >^s . fofffiP^ mtH 
th;?;Sori;of.§f5^^^ f 

(oatchedit away frqm hiim, ^nd bj^jfnt it$ 
fayijig^ yb^t<| h^d dgo? pnly vthroiJgh 

C?ij|et>f hw vejjitqripgj:^ ^ifp}^f€:/?^j^r. 
T^U^^ I i^roughiy- conyiaqe^, hiip^ pg 
my affefti^nate Conoern for his Welfare, 
^j>il^ I urgQdhiip on to the gratifying my 
Wi(^ tg^^gp^aranpe agamfli 0^.^ . 

. The t-et;ter he fent was (by fne^s of tb* 
Humour r had put hiin into/ more info-j 
lent, and fi^ller of Corftempt, than thar I 
had in,dite4. ^ ; Q^^v^j ^Jv^yjB »fe^<^t.tqt 

:,^ ' H her 
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her Hxiibahd's Commands, infU¥)ediate]yTe- 
turned taiiM^'r WhiHt J agaifniriumphed 
m theSucceis of my Schemes^ ackl in my 
«tenfive Powef over Amboky. ' ' 

s> S$xfiisPofiififhis^ afttthbrnts dtiYtn by 
d^r from Sififyj hadi bnaeavMred to 
a^ttach liimielf again n> yinthofty yhht at 
the £ime time; apprehomdii!^ dui^ Attempt 
W^uld be unfuceeftfuH he feftt Asibaflfe-< 
dors to th^^ih^6fPar^lHajthatzi'i\l 
Ha^ards^hS flight fe6ur6 himfelf a Refuge; 
This was dffcowred to -^/i/*^/; aHd'j^^ 
bafladors were difpatxrhed from Pbw^^i^ to 
Akhcandria^ to cxcufe his t)oubIe-dcaling 
fey the Nteelhty *6f ^iS'CircumftHrtlies, and 
ISO abtam-hiSilPardoA of'Jnthc^. I fecond-l f 
ed Pomfefi 'Petition wth ail mry Might %] 
»ot that the Remembranfee of his Fathel 
gave me any IncKnation to pi^eferve hf 
Family: For an Inclination toiferve othei^ 
unlefs I was to be the chief Gainer by i 
^a^ ia Gftieft to which m^ Bolbm was a 
utter Stronger. ^ But my real Motived 
ibllkit for Pvmp^ was; that notwirfifta 
kig 000^ Mtas'Br dift'ant fromjS^tk 



CLEOPATRA. 147 

yet 1 thought it pofllble they might one 
Day be re-united •, and in that Cafe, I 
was in hopes by my Arts to allure Pomp^ 
to fupply Anthorrfs Place; and by our 
joint Forces, and his Valour, that hc^ 
might become even de/ar^s Rival- But 
fompey ftill continuing his Double-dealing 
with Anthon^y fell afterwards into the; 
Hands of TVft'ftfJ, who had a perlbnal f^iqu^ 
againft him; and by a pretended Miftaka 
of Antbanf^ Orders, put an End to his' 
Life, and with it to all my Defigns upon 
him ; and I was obliged to turn my reftlels 
Thoughts to the Invention of fome n«W 
Scheme or Projeft. 

VJhtn Antbiin>f laft conduced his Army 
iflto Pdrtbiay ArtahazeSy King of Armenia^ 
who pretended t6 be his faithful Ally, by 
withdrawing his Troops from his Affift- 
amce, was the principal Caufe of all his 
Misfortunes. This I bore in Mind; for 
I was as implacable in my Revenge as in- 
fatiabk in my Avarice, The former I 
intended to gratify by the Deftruftion of 
ArtahaT^'i and the latter by getting Pof- 

Hz feOlCA^ 
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fcflionof his Kingdom. Revenge was fo 
pleafing and delightful to me, that I was 
glad to indulge it on Antborr/'^ Enemies,, 
where my own Intereft was not concerned, . 
apd I. had nota<3ted in Concert with them. 

0£lavia being now returned to Rome^ I 
thought it a proper Seafon for Jnthonyto 
obtain Pofleflion of Armenia himfelf, and 
tp gtt Artabazes into his Power; which I 
advifed him to effeft, whether by Force , 
or Fraudi by Menaces or Promifcs, or 
by any Means moft likely to fucceed. 
Whilft Anthony was abfent, I was greatly 
perplexed in my Thoughts with the News 
I heard of Cafar-^ namely, that he had 
led his Forces into Illyria^ had made great 
Conquefts there, and carried the Glory of 
the Roman Attny where yd xht Roman 
Name had not been heard. But what 
chiefly moved my Indignation, and roufed 
all the Venom I had pouriflied in my Bo- 
fom to fting and^all me, was C^far's build- 
ing, with the Money he had raifed in Illy- 
riuj a magnificent Portico, which he con- 
fecrated to OSfavia's Honour, and which 

he 
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he called by her Nahie. There he placed 
the Standard he had taken from the Ene- 
my; and the Statues and Piftures with 
which it was ornamented, were of an inef- 
timable Value. ^ 

I had fo long .been 2tccufton?ed to im- 
agine myfelf a Lofer by whatever Good 
others enjoyed, or whatever Honour they 
obtained, that, if poffible, I. would have 
amafled to myfelf alj the Treafure, and 
grafped all the Power, the World contain^ 
cd. But when I confidered, that thefe 
Treafures and this Glory were to be fhared 
by my Rival, it overwhelmed me with 
Envy, and filled my Sout with the moft 
horrible Defigns whith the moft impla- 
cable Hatred could infpire, Befides,' Oc- 
tavia*s Behaviour fo far heightened my 
Grief, as to tranfport me almoft toMadhefs. 
For on herReturn from Athens ^Cafar "would 
have prevailed on her to quit her Huf- 
band's Houfe, in Refentment of his inju- 
rious Treatment, and to return home to 
hi'm. But lb fixed was her Rcfolution, 
that no Injury offered Yitxhy Anthony (hould 
H 3 provoke 
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provoke her to move One Step without hi$ 
Commands, that (he, in Oppofition to 
all Perfuadons, continued in his Houfej 
where her conftant Employment was not 
only theCare of her own Children, but Hke- 
wife thofe which Antbotrf formerly had by 
i^«Zv/tf, excepting the Eldeft, who was 
with his Father, All Antbonfs Friends, 
who had a;ny Pretenfions to Preferment, 
or came to ftome upon private Bufine&i 
{he received very kindly, and preferred 
their Petitions to Cafar. This Deportment 
xuftly gained O^isvi^ the Efteem and Loyc 
qf the judicious Part of Mankind. It was 
YCJ?y furprifing at times to myfclf, thai 
mj Rivers Goodnefs, a Quality that I 
defpUcd as ^ Meannefs of Spirit, (hould 
t:reate me Tq much tineafinefs : But now 
I am fenfibk the true Reafon was, that 
the Fofce of Truth irrefiftibly ftruck on 
my Mind, and that my inward Approba-^ 
tion of 0£l(yvi(f% Cgncjuft, fhewn in my 
Envy» was oiie of thofc Aftioils^ the true 
Motives to which, by the Help of a ftrong 
Imagination, we artfully endeavour to 
conceal from ourfelv^s. But this my irr^-jj 

' fiftiblc 
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fiftible inward A|q)mbkiob of DiS!i{28rm'^ 
Goodnefsy iin*^g^ me agiinfli het to fuoh 
a Degree, that Irefolvcd tafct the World 
on Fire, rather than (he fliould ertjoy evert 
that Retirenorat .Aiei fcemed txn chufe, lipoid 
her Hufli>aftd*5f unworthy KTi^Ieftof her* > 

I wrote to ^bcff^ at all Eve&ti t6 haften 
his Return; and if he could liot get Ar-^ 
tabazes either by Treachery or Force into 
his Power, to delay die Ejtecution of that 
Defign to another Seafon ; for I could n<3 
longer fupport his Abfence^ As ibon at 
I faw him, it was my Intention to kiildlf^ 
a civil War between him artd Cafari in 
which he muft either b^cdtiie Mafter of 
the World, and make meMifltrefs ofRm^ 
or fall in the Attempt, ■'■■■'- 

I warmed my Imagination, slitd mdulg-* 
ed my Vanity to fuch an Ekc^s, in th^ 
Thoughts that I fhould, by dntbonj^i 
Means, become Miftrefs of die World/ 
that I ufed to fit whole Hours ahd enter-** 
tain myfelf with the Pi^ofped of being a« 
the Capital of i?d^»tf, Affifting there at al 
H 4 folema 
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fokmn Feftival h^^tsdlto Anitan/iHt^ 
nour,' after hi^ Conqiaefl: of fl!a?/^r. What 
made this Whimfy tiake fiidi. ftroDg Fofr 
feflion of my Thoughts, was the. Pain T 
fuHercd in the Refle&iouL, xhzjLUvia and 
OMavia^ as Wife ahdSiftertOiCfyJsr/f,: had 
been admitted to that Honour. Nay, I 
pr6ceeded..fo far, as to forhi Speeches- in 
my Mind to vex thofe Two Objedts of 
my Envy, and confequently of my moft 
inveterate Hatred ; in which I am very 
certain, no one InftanKe of Infult, Spitej 
or Malice, was omitted.. Sometimes I evert 
fp&ke thefe Speeches aloud, as if the Per- 
fons to whom they were intended to be 
addrefled.were prefent; when I pradifed 
all the malicious Sneers, and fcprnful Gef- 
tures, that could poffibly be produced by 
the moft confummate Pride, or wanton In- 
folence. The Strength of my Imagination, 
by aflifting to place before my Eyes thefe 
charming Piftures of what I would do 
when I was Miftrefs of the \Vorld, was 
the Caufc of all my future Misfortunes j 
for I was fo wrapt in thefe Thoughts, than 
the humanMind being too narrow to con- 

; " ceive 
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Ceive many Ideas at one and the fame time, 
I made nothing further my Point than the 
fecuring Jnihotrf from efcaping my Power ; 
taking it for granted, that every thing 
elfe would follow to my Wifh ; which 
made. me often deftroy my own Purpofes,^ 
and adt in fuch a manner, as prevented the 
Succefs of my own Schemes.; 

. Antborrf ohtytA my Summons, and 
haftened his Return. He had purfued my 
Advice in laying afide all Scruples that 
might have withheld him from a Trea- 
chery fo bafe; for by fair Promifes, and 
the moft folemn Engagements of hi* 
Word for Artabazes'^ Safety, he had al- 
lured the deluded Prince to refign himfelf 
to his Po\yer; when he immediately load- 
ed him with Chains, and brought himr 
a Prifoner, with his. Wife and Children, 
to Jkxandria. I was inexpreflibly rejoiced 
to meet my victorious Hero; for fo I call- 
ed him 5 although his Spoils and Prifoners 
were indeed the Triumphs of Perfidy^ and 
not of JBravery or Valour. 

; : H 5 ^^v 
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the City m ^ tf iinnphal Cbinot, caufing 
tUe Spoil he hdd taJ^m in j&mma^ witb 
Kk&g Artak^zuy hia Queeii» the Prince and 
Pri»cei&s hh Children, acid other Priib- 
nei^ of Rankx tQ be carried before him ia 
the fame Maa^/ei: %s was cuftomary ia the 
Triumphs at B^f^iey only with a^DUfetence 
which to me was very effential: For 
wherea3; aic Rotm the Proceffion eoded at 
the Temple of Jupiter in the Capitol, here 
it ended at the Perfon of Cleopatra v for 1 
tQok the Pl^^e of the God, and was feai> 
ed in public on a golden Throne^ pbced 
Qn a ScaSbld overlaid with Silver, and fuip- 
sounded bjt the People on every Sidis. 

When -/<>?/tf^^K2dy and the other Prilbners 
wei^ pre&oted tx) me in Chains, I exped- 
cd tb^ (hould have kneeled down before 
fiie^ and my Flatterers prefled' them mtidt 
tQ pay me that Adoration j but they too 
weU remembered their former Dignity to 
comply with fo. low and mean a Submif- 
fion. This Refufal of theirs coft thenr 
dear j for I had no Notbn that any Mortal 

Ihould 
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iliould. prefurne to imagine be couici ait-^^ 
tain to an nighcr tlondur than that of be- 
ing my Slave; and fo intoxicated was I 
with Fride, that 1 had an Inclination 
to monopolize that odious Vice; and fo 
determined to punifh any f^erfoh feverely, 
who had the Infofence to be' my Rival in 
it; ^d accordingly took cafe afterwards 
to have thefe audacious ftifoner^ treated 
as I thought they dcfervcd, for daring t(> 
prefurne that t wa$ not a real Goddefs, 

A little time after tftis Triumph, -^iffo/y 
havings feafted the Pcoplt of jilexandria^ 
called them together in the J^ace of pub- 
lic Exercife; where, being' feated on a 
Throne of Gold, and placing me in an- 
other^ he declared Cafariony my Son by 
Julius Cafar^ in-Conjunftion with me, to 
be King of Eg^t and Cyprus ; and whereas 
I had brought him Three Children, to 
Jflexander ho g^ve Jrmenia^ Media^ Partbia^ 
andtb^reil; ofltfie Eafte^i Countries frorn 
the Euf^atesunto indial "^Yitn they fliould 
be fubdued. To Clefpatra^ the Twin Sifter 
of Alexander i he gave Lyhi(t^vA Cyrene ; 
H6 and 
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and on his youngeft Son^ whom he fur^- 
named Philadelphus^ he b'eftowed Pheniciay 
Syria^ Cilicia^znd all the Countries of "the 
Lejfer/ifia from the Euphratei to the Hellef 
fonti and conferred on each of them the 
Title of King of Kings. He gave me 
the Name of -J'Jj, whilft he aflijmed to him- 
ielf that ofOJrts:. The firft Vas the great 
Goddefs, and the other the great God, 
of the Egyptians. From this Time we both 
frequently appeared in pubtjc, habited in 
the Drefles which were therf appropriated 
to thofe Eleities, ^ ^. Anthony^ 2X^0 \n an Ora- 
tion, wherein he, with all tHe Eloquence 
he was Matter of, exaggerated my Praifes, 
declared that I was Wife .to Julius Cafar^ 
and confequently that defarion was his 
lawful' Son. ' . 

In the conferring of thefe Honours on my 
Children, Jnthony^s eldeft Son by Piilvia 
(then with him) was'takeniio Notice of. 
I had engagedv^»/i&(?»y td/fend for this 
Son from OSlavia:, inA intended | to get' 
the reft of F^hia's Children 'from Her, for 
Two Reafohs. . Firft, 1 envied the Good- 
8 - Befs 



CLEOP.ATRA. J57 

nefs of h^r Behaviour towards them •, andf 
iTecohdiy, I had a mind to have them in 
my Power, thsCt my own Children might 
infult them. For as I had no Lore for 
Anthony y but only looked on him as a pro* 
per Objeft to gratify my Pride, by his 
being my Slave, I h^ted thofe Children he 
had by any other Woman> as they brought? 
to my Remembrance the uneafy Refledti- 
on, that another Woman had once as gr^ar 
an Influence over him, as Cleopatra now 
had. Befides, I thought the getting his* 
Children into my Power would ftill bc' 
another Argument to the World, how in* 
tirely I governed him ; and though I had 
lb many and fiieh ftrong Proofs of my un- 
limited Sway, yet would I not forego the'- 
minut^- Trifle^ which I x<Juld by any^- 
means put into that Scale of my Happi- 
nefs. But let it not be underflood from 
my faying tliat I wanted Fuivia*s Children 
only that mine might infult them, that t 
had any Fondnefs even for niy own ; inl 
deed I had hot, as the fufFering them to -^ 
infelt others fufEciently prbved ^but I ima-. 
gihtd that the keeping up the Dignity of 

what 
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for I would provide him a Supper in which 
we might each of us confume more thaiv 
the Value of. Six Million Scfterces. I con- 
tinued jetting with him- ip this Manner 
till he looked a little difpleafed ; and faid, 
he would lay me a Wager I could not 
make good my Words. The Night was 
appointed, and I provided a Supper in 
which there was nothing. extraordinary; 
whereupoi> Anthony fell into a Fit of Laugh- 
ing, and called for the Bills that might 
Ihew what this Supper coft. I fufFered 
him to go on, till I had worked him into 
tlie utmoft good Humour-, and then taking 
one of the Pearls out of my Ears, which 
was equal in Value to the Sum above- 
mentioned, T diflblved it in Vinegar, and 
drank it ofF. I was going to take the 
other for Anthony to pledge me, when Lur 
cius BlancuSj who flood by, caught it out 
of my Hand> and declared Atahony had 
already loft his Wager-, by which means 
he preferyed it.^ Anthony looked at fir ft a 
little confounded at my Device j on which 
I fmiling faid, " Thefe Pearls, that cam^. 
^\ into my Poffcflion from a long Race of 

<< royal 
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*' royal AnceftorSi I w6uldconfume, asl 
" would indeed the World itfelf; to give 
** Jn^h(my a Momeat's Drvieriion/* This 
turned him into the greateft Rapture im*- 
a^nablq; and he efteemed this Contri- 
vance a Mark of my Ingenuity, and the 
confuming my Pearl as a Sign rf my Love, 
But I took care to have that Expence 
amply compenfated by the Profufion his 
extravagant Fondneis for me produced. 

Wc now fit faiJ for Efhefus^ where yjftr- 
/i^»y oniefed the Rendezvous of his Fleer, 
which corififted, including the Tenders^ 
of Eight Hundred Veffels, whereof I fur- 
niihed Two hundred with Twenty thou- 
fand Talents, and Prbvifion for the whole 
Army during the War. jinthony was ad*- 
vifed by his beft Friends to fend me back 
into Egypt J there to wait the Event of the 
Conteft between him and d^far. But this 
I was refohred to prevent ; for I dreaded 
the Conclufion of another Peace by Olia^ 
via^s Means, much more than any Defo- 
lation that could be the.Confequence^of 
purfuing ' the War. I bribed Canidius^ 

. there- 
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therefore, to plead my Caufe with Mlhonf^ 
and to lay before him how unjuft it was, 
that One who bore fo great a Share in the 
Charge of the Ei^pedition, Ihould be de- 
barred her Share of the Glory; and alfe, 
how unpolitic it was todifobtige the Eigfj^ 
tianif whomade iboonliderableaPartOf 
his Naval Force; concluding with -his 
Commendations of my Prudence and 
good Scnfe, in my Government of a goat 
Kingdom by myfelf alone. I placed myfelf 
where I could over-hear what Canidius 
faid ; and entered the 1^4MA juft as he 
finilhed his Harangue, as if I had only 
heard the laft Words. I ran up to Antbon^i 
looked at him with alanguifhingSoftnefs, 
and then cried out, ^ Oh\ Canidius! name 
*^ not the Time when I ruled without my 
*' Anthonys for I would, if poffible, forget 
^* every Moment of my Life when he was 
" abfent/* The amorous AfUhtmyy eafily 
invited to follow his Inclinaticms, gave 
Way to my Delire ; and we failed toge- 
ther for Sams. Here all the Kings, Com*^ 
monwealths, and Cities that were willing 
to afiifl: AtUbofTf^ were to bring what Pro- 

vifion 
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vifion they had collefted for his Ufe; and 
as I found jinthof^ was inclined at that 
time to be thoughtful and melancholy, 
which frighted me with the horrid Idea of 
his being dubious concerning the War, 
aad difpofed to Peace, I ordered Procla- 
mation to be made, that all who delighted 
in Divertifement and Recreation, ihould 
feimediately repair to Samos. Thus, while 
the other Parts were in Tears and Lamen- 
tations, this Ifland, for fome Days, was 
filled with all Sorts of Harmony, and the 
Theatre crowded with Dancers and Com&> 
dians; whilft the Kings, who accompanied 
Antbgtfjf^ ftro^e with Emulation to furpafs 
each other in their magnificent Feafts and 
Prefents ; infomuch that it was often faid^ 
** What will they do, by way of Triumph, 
^ when they have got the Vidory; fincc 
" they are atfuch an Expcnceof Merriment 
" at the Opening of theWar?'* Butftillthefc 
Diverfions did not pcrfedly cure Jnthony 
of his Melancholy, which often fo deeply 
affcfted him, that he grew fu^icioos of 
all his Attendants, as if they defigned to 
poifon him*, and it w^ vilible that I my/- 

fclf 
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felf was not free from his Sufpicions ; for he 
would neither eat nor drink any thing with- 
out Tafters. But I was refolved ro invent 
fome Contrivance to cure him of his Ap- 
vprehenfion, which lat laft brought aboiit 
in the Manner following. I dipped the 
Top of a Garland I wore on my Head into 
Poifon, and in the midft of our Mirth and 
Jollity, when the Bowl of Wine had been 
tafted, I propofed the drinking our Gar- 
lands. This Prbpofal did not furprize 
Anthoftf% iot it was my Guftom to fuggeft 
varioiis Whims in our Mirth, in order to 
heighten it. We both immediately threw 
our Garlands into the Bowl ; but as An- 
tborrf was going to, put it to his Mouth, 
I haftrly flopped his IJand, and toM him 
what! had done; adding, *' I am fhe, my 
** dear ^»/i&(9;iy, whom you guard againft 
•' by this new Precaution of Tafters. Do 
" you think that either Occafion or Inven- 
" tionis wanting, if I could live withoul 
*' you?" I then obliged' a Man to drink 
off the Bowl, who immediately expired. 
Anthony fat for fome little while in Amaze* 
menti but as ibon as I: read my Succeis in 

bis 
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his Looks, and perceived be was foftened 

by my Speech, I was refolved topunifli 

him for his Sufpicionofme; and fellint6 

fuch a paffionate Fit of Crying^ as worked 

him into the utmoft Agonies, before I 

would forgive him ; for I intended to 

make him dread ever fhewing the World 

again that I was not the Object of his 

Efteem. However, this Sufpicion was 

ample Proof to me, that I retained An- 

ihot^ tntivtlj by his Paffions; arid that as 

foon as he was at Liberty to make the lead 

Ufe of his Underftanding, he would fly 

to O^avia. 

From Samos we direfted our Courfe to . 
Athens^ where I was fo jealous of the Ho- 
nour OSavia had received (for fhe was 
njuch beloved by the Athenians)^ that I 
endeavoured, by all imaginable Civilities, 
to infinuate myfelf into their Favour. And 
as I was accompUflied in the Artof pleaf- 
ing, when I defired fo to do, I fuccecded 
fo well, that the Athenians decreed me pub- 
lic Honours, and deputed feveral of their 
Cjtizcns to attend rn^^t my Hpufe. An-^ 

thony 
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tb(mf hitnfelf, wha was free of that City* 
was at the Head of the Deputation, and 
chofcn their Speaker. But notwithftand* 
ing their Honours, the Commendations 
I accidentally heard given to OUavia would 
not let me reftj and I took every Oppor- 
tunity of making Antborrf believe that his 
Wife's remaining in his Houfr, under 
Colour of taking care of his Children even 
by a former Wife, and of her receiving 
his Friends fo politely, waa all done with 
a malicious Defign of increafing the Cla- 
mour againft him, and fpiriting up her 
Brother to a greater Degree of Rage. This 
was with One Stroke to flatter Antbotijy 
and to make that Flattery fiibfervient to 
mf own Purpofe. For as his Treatment 
of Ofiavra J fuppofing her a good Wife, 
was very injurious, he was glad to acquit 
himfelf of riiat Suppofirion, in order to 
fliow (he defcrviedfoch Treatment. Hefent 
therefore an Officer to remove her from 
hie Houfe^; which ffae quitted, taking with 
her all hi^ Children; at the fame time 
burftinginto Tears, at the Confideration 
that'ihe muft moft probably be the Caufe 

of 
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of a Civil War between her Brother and 
Huibaod. She endeavoured, to the utmoft 
of her Power, to palliate and excufe An^ 
Ij&^ifjf^s Ufage of her; and would, if pof- 
ilble>: have kept Cajar from refenting it; 
but by my artful Trick of continually 
raifing in Anthoipf^ Mind the Sbfpicipn 
diat nothing but the Fear of Cafar could 
refix!H*e him to OH'avia^ I had rendered it 
impoiffiblc for her to behave in any other 
Nfanner, than what could delude At^bottf 
to believe that fbe intended to force him 
back to h^ by her Brother's Power. I 
perfuaded hinv, that her Affeftatten of 
Meeknefs, and her Pretence of trying to 
calm^ defan^ was the ReAilt of Art and 
Malice, and only pra<Slifed with a View 
6f incenfing her Brother by the Thoughts 
of her Goodnefs; and that fuch ASfe^a- 
tion did more Mifehief dian the moft viru- 
lent SfMrk in thei World. Thus by throw- 
ing in the Wbrd» y^£l4ti<m and Pretrntce^ 
Lgave Jnthonf Room to imagine his Wifit 
was the Pcrfon chiefly to blame; and 1 
doubted not of his greedily laying hoW of 
every Occafion to juftify himfetf, ^d to 

5 ^^P 
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keep his own- Merit from finking» No 
Woman, I prefume, ever had a morfe dex- 
trous Way of proving her Words 5 for, in 
order to demonftrate that a vroknt Spirit 
was the only Sign of SinGfeiityy^ I, for three 
or four Days, threw liiyfelf into fiich con- 
tinual Paflions of Rage,' as teazed atid 
tJormented Anthony to the very Height of 
what his Temper would bear; which 
when 1 had done, I fuddenly changed the 
Scene, ^nd fell i^to fuch an Extravagance 
of Fondnefs , for him, as convinced him 
that no Man was ever fo much beloved 
by Woman asbew^sbyine. . J 

When I had, bythefcrnFie^Sj got O^tf- 
via out of her ^ufband's Houfe, my next 
Step was to be revenged ox> all jhofe Friepds 
of Antbony\ who had advifed the fending 
me back to Egypt during the War; par- 
ticularly Minucius PlancuSy smd pcmtius 
E^q^arkus, who had htcn moft zealoujs to i 
prevent my laccomp^nying Anthony in (Wsl /■ 
Expedition. As I had the Art pf pleafy 
ifig to :Perfeftiott, fo^ likewife, withOHf 
ufipg opprobrious Words, cou}|i I in/u 

r 
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and ridicule' others, in fo provoking a 
manner as exceeded human Patience; and 
by his Management I drove to Cafar^ all 
thofe who I wasrefolved (hould not ftay 
with Jttthon^j to perfuadc him againft let- 
ting my Humour have its full Career. 

I had, fome time before, contrived to 
engiftge Anthony to make a Will, in which 
\it had confirmed to me all his Gifts -, had 
again declared Cafarion to be the Difta- 
tor*s laWful Sony and ordered^ that though 
he died in the City of Rome^ \i\% Body 
ihould t>e carried through the Market- 
place, and fent to his Cleopatra^ at Alex- 
undfial'' T\i\%V^i\Y^ii depofited in the 
l4ands oF the Veftal Virgins ; hut Minu^ 
rius Plantiis^ ' artd his Nephew Titius^ who 
had figned it as Witneflcs, being now en- 
raged at my Treatment of them, i»evealed 
the Contents of it vo C<ffar\ who found 
Meahsto^c it from the V^ftal Virgins j 
and^ ^ Fdad it ^ the iSenate' ; particularly 
marking thofe Places which he thought 
Would moft irritate the Romans. Calvijius 
alfo>- a Dependant c^fC^f/^r's, urged other 
I Crimes 
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Crimes ^gainft Anth(mfi% is his gimg me 
the Library of P^^^awaw, wherein weretwo 
^houfand diftind: ¥okmies ; ht84*tfing from 
the Table at a foietna Feaft^ and making 
me a maoifeft ASignations that he had 

Name of their Queen ; that frequently at 
jpublic Audiences of Kings and Princes, 
jhe had received amorousr MeiTages from 
inei written in Tablets^ ^^ of Onyx or 
Cryftal^and rea4 tbc^jr oppi|ljr^ that when 
^umifts^,s^ Mm. (of.jgrcat,A'tft[hQrity and 
Eloquence amongft this Rfimans^ waa plead- 
iing, I fwfled by ia^ Chair^, and.yf«/i&^;5f^ 
as one forced by the Ppwer of Ench^r 
•tnent, left them iiithp Middl^ of their 
Caufc, and waited pn. me:lu>mejk that he 
had given njc a Goard cfriS^iwww, who 
bore on their T^gets.thq l^^ipe of Clear 
f^tra\ j^at Axi all the Vifit^ we ^ade to 
the J^gyt^au Tovtn^ i .wa^. fea|ed, in a 
jm^nificcnJiCar^,^^ tl\tt:^nifJfoifft follow- 
cd n>e;oa^'Fo9^i alm^ ^djftff^ifhed 
from the Eunucbs^ of .Jmy ;Train ; that my 
path had been for fometimci ",Bythe 
^ Kighjt I ihptil4 facDft have, to cqrpmanji 

'^the 
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«lheGapitol:^* Iti fltort^ all the^ridke- 
fous Things I nxdidt: JniBory cfo, formy 
own EHverfion, and as' Prooft of my Power, 
were now puHtfiicd^ in the Roman Senate, 
very nnich to my Satiafaftidn-, for my De^^ 
fign; in making^ him guilty of fo many a'b-^ 
iurd A&ions, was not to concedl oY fecfettf 
them : No — to thofc Women whofe 
mean Sprits' are atJtuated by the ignoble 
Paflion of Lbve^ I left the Defire that their 
Lovers Ihould gain theEftcem andAppro^ 
bation of the beft and moft judicious of 
MaRkind; whilft I was aftuated by thtf 
Fire of Ambition, and the Pnde of exert- 
ing my Power over j^thorry to tht ucmoft,' 
and then to have the Effed of that Power 
in his ridiculous A<5tions pubiilhed to thef 
whole World. 

Anthm^^^ Friends at Rom fent GemimUi 
m let him know the State of his Affairs^ 
and required him to be more clrcumfpedf .' 
That he Vas in danger of having His -Office 
of Confulj and all his Governments, takeri 
from him, and of being proclaimed aa 
Enemy to Rome. But when Gemimus ar- 
I 2 aived. 
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ilivjcd, I looked upon him as one of Offa- 
wd^ Spies; and therefore befet Anthonj 
in fuch a manner, every Moment, that^ 
it was impoflible for any one to fpeak to 
him without my being prefent. At the 
. fame time I expofcd and laughed at Gem- 
nius^ and made him the conftant Jefl: at 
Table, where he was always placed at the 
lower End. When I found that he bore 
patiently all my Infults and Outrages, in 
hopes ftill to have a leifurc Hour with 
Anthony^ I threw myfelf into all Sorts of 
ill Temper, and would not let Anthom 
enjoy a Moment's Eafe, till he had afked 
Ceminius one Night at a full Table, what 
l^ad brought him thither? He ^nfwered^ 
<* Tb?t his Bufmefs might very well de- 
** fcrve a ferious Conference, However, 
*« one Thing he had to deliver without 
^ Refer ve; which was, that Affairs would 
•^ wear a jpiucji jbetter Face, if Cleopatra 
<« would retgrp tp E^^pt'^ I faw Anthony 
looked; 7?ery much pfFended, but yet he 
y^as fvlentj jin4 I with a fcornful Sneer re- 
plied^ ^^i You have done very well, G<?«»- 
l^ ni^f^ f9 co.i?)mijpicate thi§ impotant 
:. \. '' Secret 
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•* Secret ^without a Rack :" And from thai 
Inftant it was my Study to contrive hof fid 
Scenes of Revenge againft him. But he 
wifely took the firft Opportunity of ef- 
caping to Ram. Many more of my Ene-^ 
mies, and Anthonf% Friends, were driveit 
away by the infupportable Treatment they 
received from me, and my Flatterers^ 
And now, after many Recriminations oil? 
both Sides, War was at laft declared- att 
R(me^ in the ufual Forn^ 

The politic Cafar dropped the Niamec^ 
Mtbony in that Declaration, and only^ 
named the Queen of Egy^. Anthony waa^ 
now diverted of his Government: For,, 
being ruled by a Woman, Cafar faid, that 
Cleopatra had fo bewitched Anthony with: 
her Charms and Potions, thats (he had be^ 
reaved him of his Senfes; and that it was 
not Anthony who was to manage the Wap* 
againft the -R^»w;rj, but M»rt6>» the Eu- 
nuch, Photinus^ JraSy,2iXid,Cbarmiany Qeo- 
patra\ Women', who were become An- 
Pbonfs Counfellors, and Prime Minifters 
of State. Cafar (poke this jn Scorn ; but 
I ^ nothing> 



\ 
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nothing c^)d hsxyt pleafed mt more, as tt 
was, fromi^i5Mom&, aTcftimonjrof my 
unlimited Power over jbuh&ny^ and at the 
fame time a Sort of tacit Acknowledge* 
tnent, that Uma could not gov^ern Ojf^r 
with thelame unbounded Authority. 

When borfi Sides had prepared themr- 
felves for the War, k appeared that 
Cicfar had -Two hundred Gallies, well 
equipped:, Eighty thoufand Foot, and, 
above twelve thoufand Horfe. Anthotny 
bad ixollefs than Five liundrcd Gallies^ 
equally well, appointed, and moft of:diem 
had Eight or Ten Banks of Oars, ib very 
fich^ they fccmed to be dcfigncd fcnr 
Sbow and Tj:iumph. His Land FiDitces 
were compafed of a Ifondred thoufand 
Foot, and Twdve dxoufand Horfe. He 
had Eleven Kings who attended hinfi in 
the War. Hatni had provided an Army 
for his Service ; Jbut Malcbus^ King of 
ArabU^ from whom I had, by a Grant 
from Antbifny^ extorted that Part of his 
Dominions which bordered upon Egypiy 
now he found Jnikafiy was involved in a 

. War 
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War "^kh Cdfar^ and^ mfi at leifurc td^ 
force ium^ refb&d to pay me the cijftomar]^ 
Tribxite for d^^at Part of bis Donninions 
Ihadtakenfrottrhim, On which Pretencr 
I inftigated Anthony to ordte Herody in*- 
ftcad of aflMKng hiniy to make Wiar iipon 
Malcbm. But I had-a ftothcr* Vicwin this^ 
than to^ recover my Tribute | foB I conj^ 
eluded, that when thefetwo' Kings were' 
thus fct together by ijheEars,^one of them* 
would be dkiti irt >tl|e War,v and then I 
ihould h^e htsKongeJom. I hoped it 
%ould ht Herod ^ againft whom I entertain-- 
ed thegreateft Hatrcdi for the Reafons t 
have already rriated. Anthony had under his^ 
Cortiinand ali that t^raft of Land wliich 
lies betwim idie £^^^^ and tht Jottim^ 
Sea, arid gfeit P^rt of Mfyria^ Cefiif^% 
Government extended from Hfyria to ther 
Weftem Ocean, and from the Ocean all 
along the Tufian-^nd SkiUanSeZi^ As for* 
the Divifion of i^nca^ CaJdr\i9A all the 
Coafl oppbEte to //i/y, GaiAy and Spain \ 
tod Anlhony the Pri^inceS from Cyrea' 
reaching up into Eibi^a. I (hall not 
rdate the many Letters and Embafiks that 
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pafled between jimimy and Cdt/atr, whi'di 
produced no Eflfeft : For I was rcfolved t6 
drive on the War^ and make -^/i&^»y feat 
me at Romiy as Miftrefs of the Empire, 
©r periih in the Attempt. Whilft the di* 
vided World were either cngagedi or 
aftoninied Speftators of the Event of a 
War, whierein was to be decided the Fate 
of the Two Mafters of the Univerfe; my 
Tlioughts were wholly employed in the 
Gratification of 'm^ owh Ambition^ and 
in Profpeft of being Miftrefs c^the World, 
for which C^efar and Anthony were fo warm- 
ly contending. 

Now drew near the femiays Battle of 
JRium: ^ff/io»/s Friends all endeavour- 
ed to perfuade him to dppei^d on his Land 
Forces, which were fuperior to defarh. 
Befides his Navy was badly fupplied : His 
Captains,, for want of Mariners, were im- 
preflhig in Gr«?tf^( which had been exhauft^ 
ed long before) every onethey met; Car^ 
riers, Hoftkrs, Labouters> and even Boysi 
and, notwithftanding this, the Veflels had 
not their Complement, but remained in a 

very 
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yijry indifferent Condition for failing;^ 
However, artiidft all thefe DifadvantageSy. 
I was rcfolvcdJntbmy fhould try hisFate^ 
firft by Sea; where, if Viftory was obtain- 
edi I thought I fhould have more Share 
of the Glory than at Land; as the\E^^^ 
tian Veflels made great' Part of the Fleet. 
Moreover, as^ the Time in which the Uni- 
vcrfe was to be contended for, approached^, 
my anxious Thoughts began to- reprefent 
to my Fancy, a Poffibility that Cafar 
might be the Conqueror: B\it then,- if we 
fought by Land, I imagined C^far would 
enter Jlexandriaj and I muft be t^ken 
Prifoner. Whereas, if AttthoTty was beaten > 
at Sea, I intended to manage in fuch a^ 
manner, as, by a timely Flight, to make 
an Appearance of having betrayed Anthony^ 
and by that Means to fecure my Peace with 
Cafar. To try his Fortune by Land, was 
the Advice given Anthony by thofe Friends 
of his, whom I fulpefted of daring to/ 
wifli that he would return to 0£lavia^ and 
throw off thofe Chains which I had faften- 
ed on him with fo much Labour and 
Trouble. So. that the very Spirit of con- 
I 5 tradifting 



\ 



tradiifting thofe I hated, :weighcd gready 
in the Scale, and detenriined me for the 
Sea; and wh^n once I had determmed, I 
was reiblved that my Will fhould not be 
oppofed ; and that Mtbonf fbouM ihew his 
Folio wer$ how much he was my Slave. 
A Sea Engagement enfued; but in the 
midft of the Battle, J^rippa^ who Gom^ 
manded Gefar's left Squadron, extended 
his left Wing, with a Deiign to hrm in 
his Enemy; which, when Puihcola (who, 
in Conjunftion with Jnihoftfy commanded 
our right Wing) obferyed, he found him- 
ffelf obliged to take up more Room, in or* 
der to oppofe and preventv^/^)>«^. This 
Motion made Pubticola leave the main 
Body, which was much difheartened a{ 
It, and was at the fame time vigoroufly 
-gufhtd hyj4rruntiuSp As fopn as I per- 
ceived this, though the Viftory was ftill 
doubtful, and Fortune had not determined 
the Day; yet my Fears prevailed on me 
to thinlt the worftj and being full of 
the Scheme of making my Peace with Gr- 
/^r, by betraying Jntbonyy I crouded all 
my Sailsj fkw a-crols thofe that were 

engaged; 



engaged ;' difordered Anthofr/'s V\ttx, hj 
their operiing and giving way to mine; 
aftd fteered my CotJrfe towards PeUponm^ 
jus. Ahthotvf^ takiftg with himonly Alex-^ 
mder of ^ia andi Scellius^. put himfelf 
aboard a Galley of Five Banks of Oars,*- 
and immediately followed me* In the' 
mean time,, whilft, without any Thought^ 
of him, or any Confideration for either' 
his Safety or Honour^. I was thinking on'' 
various Ways of addrefllng C^^/^, i per-' 
ccived Anibon^ failing. towards us. I was 
atfirftvery uneafy,\axid knew not which 
W^y to fteef* I was afraid the admitting-^ 
him on board'Would ruin my Scheme with- 
the CpnquerOr; and Ihad'a great Ineliira-' 
tioh to refufe it: But then I confide^ed' 
with tnyfelf, if Cafufy t\i6u^ Antbt)0^St 
Enemy, fliould ftftrt at fo black a Tfe«^ 
chery, and refufe aay Commerce vrith a 
>yoman who haci fiift ruined,. an4 after- 
wards betrayed^.'hcr Lovei-, that;! ^^todld? 
then be loft, without One Refuge left rfie 
to have Recourfe to for Proteftion^ "t\i\^ 
PlAure raifed all my Fears, and . moved' 
me to fo- much CompaSTon for ftijrfelf,'t 
16 th^t: 
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that I gave the Signal to tak« Antbof^ om 
board. And now, by a fudden Tranfi- 
tibn of my Thoughts, my Sorrow for 
Anthonfs having followed me was turned 
into Joy. For when I confidered the nu- 
merous Speftators, who gazed aftonifhed' 
at Anthony^ whilft he, forgetting every 
thing, even himfelf, had abandoned and 
betrayed all thofe who w^re facrificing 
their Lives in his Service, only to follow 
my Sails ^ I looked on his Difgrace as my 
Triumph, and exulted a« much in my 
Imagination as if I had gained a Viftory^ 
Befides, I ftill flattered myfelf, that whUfe 
jintbonjfyrzs fo much my Slave, I needed not. 
defpair of commanding the World-, for I. 
had joined thofe two Ideas, ib ft rongly to- 
gether, that it was very difficult to feparate 
or jdifunite them. 

Anthony^ without feeing or fpeaking to 
me, placed himfelf at the Stern, with 
His Head reclining in/a melancholy 
Pofturc on his Hands; and thus he cpn- 
tinued, either angry or afhamed, for Three 
l!)ay§, till we arrived at Tenarus, Here I 

affeded 



\ 



CLEOPATRA. i8r 

affeftcd a Reconciliadon, by the means oF 
my Women and others, who were Slaves 
to my Will. I ordered them to excite* his 
Compaffion, by ftroiigly reprefenting my 
Sorrow for what I had done,, and by im- 
puting the unfortuna^ Error of my Flight 
to the Timidity and Fears of a Woman; 
at the fame time charging them to take oc- 
cafion of intimating the Beauty and Charms- 
of my Perfon, even in Grief. When they 
fhould obfervc Anthony inclined to relent 
and be foftened,. I directed them to alter 
their Tone,^ and acquaint him, that, if it 
was poffible for me to be angiy with him,., 
how great Reafon I now had to be fo, when,, 
to the reft of my heavy Misfortunes, he 
added the infupportable Weight of fepa- 
rating hlmfelf from me. In Ihort, we were 
at laft reconcfiedj on the Terms of his 
humbly aikin^ Pardon for my having be- 
trayed him, and his approaching me with 
the fubmiflive Air of an Offender, whilft P 
cottd^feended to forgivehim with the Aii* 
of an offended Queen, who was wrought 
by Love to forget what was paff, but yet 
who had juft Caufe of Complaint. 

By 
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By this time ieveral of Jntbof^^s Ships^' 
and a great maDy of his Fnends, who had 
efcaped after the Defeat, were come up to^ 
him. The Account they gave of the Bra-- 
very of his Fleetr and the Fidelity of his 
Soldiers, who woiJd not Uften to dj/ar'3 
Ambafladors, till they were abandoned by 
the Officers, vexed niie with the Thoughts 
of the Poffibility ofa Conqueft, if I had 
been lefs hafly in my Flight. F^owpver, 
r could not help der iwng fome Confola- 
tjon, frona thinking fuch Soldiers^ and 
luch a Fleet, were deferred for my Sake 

jinthony^ forrowful and afflided, wan- 
dered into feve/al Parts oiAfricUj attended 
only by Two Friends; and I returned to 
Egypt : For I now exertied all my Artifice and; 
Gunning to get myfelf rid of him, inftead 
of retaining him, as ufual, with me, I con- 
cluded, that if his Rain iW^s^ inevit^bJie, | 
could, by r^fufirtg hiqr AdpiiffiQa,) ^jipri^ 
cafily make n>y Peace with Ciefar^ ^^ T% 
Fate of the great Pompey ftruck> into my 
Mind, withput giving me any Horror.- 
The Egyptian Shore feemedtomedeftined 

for 
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for the Grairc of the Uman great Men, 
aiki for the freeing fiicceffive Carfars dp 
their Rivals. In order to Wind my Sub- 
je^s, I failed into Egypt with Crowns on 
the Pkws of my Ship, as if I had gained* 
a Vi^ry ; but hearing by my Spies, whom. 
1 conftantly employed to found the Opi- 
nions of the Noblemen of E^pt^ thatfeve- 
ral of them dared to think my Conqueft^ 
not worthy H Triumph, I, without any 
Regret, put them to Death,rfor fuch their 
Infolence and Prefumption. To inCreafe^ 
Anthonf% Affliftions,^. he beard that the 
Perfon who commanded for him in Ulyia: 
(to whofe Care he had committed all thc- 
Troops^of that Country) was gone over to 
C^efar. This News pronfipted him to put 
an End to his Life; but being prevented 
by one of his Friends, he again turned his 
Thoughts towards Alexandria. I was unwil- 
ling to receive him, now he was a Fugitive; 
and yet thinking the Time not ripe t^) de- 
ftroy him, for "fear How C^f/ir might inter- 
pret fuch an Aftion, I was rerolvedmyfelf 
to fly from Egypt^ and refufe Anthony the 
Comfort even of feeing me, in the Diftrefs 

wherein 
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wherein I had involved him. Between 
die Red'Sea and the Egyptian^ lies a ftnali 
Neck of Land) which feparates jyia frotn 
Africa^ and which, in the narroweft Place, 
16 not much above Thirty-fix Miles. 1 
formed a Projedl of hauling Twenty of 
my- Gallies over this Neck of Land, and 
fetting them on ftoatin the Red^Sea^ with 
all my Riches on board, to fcek fome re« 
mote Country, . where I fliqpld be free 
from Slavery, and where,, by the Exertion 
of my former Artifices, I thought I might 
yet hope to da more Mifchief, and betray 
more Kings or Emperors. But the firfl: 
Gallies that were carried over, being burnt 
by the Arabians of Petra^ I defifted from 
my Enterprife, and gave Orders for the 
fortifying all the Avenues to my Kingdom. 
In the mean time Anthony arrived ag^in at 
Alexandria \ but as his Sufferings gave me 
no Pain,- and as I was flrongly poflfefled 
with the Hope of making Peace with Ca^ 
fary I ufcd all my Endeavours at.prefent 
to be rid of him 5 and therefore treated him 
fo coldly, and contrived fo to increafe the 
Load of hijs Afflictions, as determined him 

to 
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to feek elfewhere that Refuge, which my 
Heart (ever open to receive tKe Succefsflit, 
ani^ always ready to exclude the Unfortu* 
fiate) denied him. ' He therefore retired 
to th? Sea-fide, and built a Houfe in the 
Ifle of PbaroSy which he called his Tinio^ 
nium\ intimating thireby^ that he propofed 
to imitate Timon thtjlibemany as much in 
his curfing Mankind^ as he was fatally 
like him in the Treatment he met with 
frona his mod boafted Friends. Had I 
been fure of fucceeding with Cafar^ he 
might have raved away the Remainder of 
his Life in this manner, without my hav- 
ing one Thought of even endeavouring to 
relieve him j but when I was informed 
that Herod had fent tp Anthony^ advifing 
him, as the only Means of retrieving his 
broken Fortune, to put me to Death, and 
by poflefling my Kingdom make Peace 
with Cafar^ and return to OSavia 5 this Newg 
revived my Envy againft my Rival, and 
ftung me with fuch Indignation, that I was 
determined to keep Anthony from his, Wife 
at any Expence whatever. I therefore dif- 
patched Meflengers to ^^i^^/jy, and by my 

Entree* 



i«« 17^ L I FE \>f 

Entreaties foonbrought him bade to jSex^ 
Mdriai where, apprehenfive left he Ihould 
follow fli?r^i*s Advicejr I took care to pre- 
vent him friwn giving way to Kefleaion, by 
renewing our old Revels and Banquettings. 
We diffolved the Order, of The Inimitable 
UverSy and conftituted another^ called 7ht 
Diers together s which was nothing inferiof 
to the former in Luxury and Splendor. 
jhtbony y^zs pleafed with this Dcluiioh, as 
It flattered him with the Notion that 1 w» 
more willing to ;die with him, than live 
with any other. ' Sa>Fary,indecd>,I hadfe- 
rious Thoughts of dying with him, that! 
imagined if Cafar Ihould intend to lead me 
m Triumph, it would be more Glory tO' 
^\t m^Auhonf^ than "by Perfidiorufneft 
td deftroy him* ; when that Perfidy wlas to 
produce no other Fruit, than the Con- 
tempt it deferved. However,. I was re- 
folved to be prepared againft all Events;, 
for which Reafon I collected varfous Sorts 
of poifonous Drugs, in order to leartw 
which was leaft painful in the Operation, 
by trying Experiments on fuch-as were 
condemned to die. ' I looked on thefe m'^ 

ierablcr 
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JeraMe Sufl^Bej-s |n itheir utoioft Agpnies^ 
with as (midb QaUnndfe and Compofate, 
as on any the mofl: cti&iBg Accidents tif 
Life. But when I obferved that qnidc 
Poifens occafioned fharp Eains, with frch 
^uent Convjulfions, and that the milder 
were long a working, Itcxamiaed fcvcrat 
Sorts of venomous Crca^res^ and hs& 
themapplie4 to diffiferentPerfons in mjF 
.Prefcnce, . Amon^ft them I found iion^ 
icompacable to the A^i th^ Bite of whicfc,. 
without the leaft-Corlvulfion, caufed^a 
great HeaviAe& in the fiead^ and a Vi(^ 
penfitjr to Sleep ; which was attended witK 
a gentle Sweat on the Face, and iuch n 
Stiipefadion, tha;: thoie who were t^ua 
aflfe^ted^ feemed inienfible of P^in, and 
averfe to be difturbed or awakened, llkt 
thole who are in a profound natural 
Sleep- 

I ordered likewifc to be built, adjoiiH 
ii^fto the Temple of jj^, feveral Tombs 
and Monuments^of aihipeadous.Hei|^t^ 
and very coBfidcrable for the Woricmai^ 
Jhi|>t. Thtther I removed my Tx^furcs irf 

Gold^ 
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Gold, Silver, Emeralds, Pearls, Ebony^ 
Jvory, and Cinnamon ; to all which I ad' 
ded prodigious Quantities of Flax and 
Torches. This gave Cafar great Uneafi- 
nefs, for fear that in Defpair I fhould fet 
Fire to and confuihe this my immenfe 
Wealth, and alfo rob him of his Triumph. 
For this Reafon he was daily fending Mef^ 
fengers, who were to feed me with Hopes 
x)f mild and gentle Treatment. Cds[ar 
was yet abfent ; for, after Antbofrf% De^^ 
feat, his^ Prefence being neceffary at Rom^ 
Hoftilities were fufpended for a Seafon ; 
but the Winter being over, he purfued his 
Courfc to Alexandria^ by long Marches ; 
himfelf, by the Way of 5jrta^ and hi$ 
Lieutenants, through Afric. From this 
Time my NEnd was in a State almoft of 
Diftraftibn. For although I had no other 
Confideration but the gratifying my own 
Ambition, yet in my thenCircumftances,! 
found it almoft impolfible to perceive 
clearly what was really my Imtereft. Had 
I been fure oiCafar^ I had madfe noScruplt 
of giving up Anthony \ but my Sufpicion 
of being led in. Triumph, where Livia and 

QSatm 
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OSlavia would behold niy Diflionour, and 
exult in my Diftrefs, held meftill inSuf- 
pence, and undetermined . what Part to 
afl:. How6^er, wc both fcht Ambaf&dors 
tx) Cafar^ wbilft he was in y^a. I petiti- 
oned for the Kingdoih of Egypfy in favour 
of myfelf and Children; and Ambony^ that 
he migjit live* private Man in Egypt \ or, 
if that was too much, that h^ might re* 
tire to Aibms. At the ftnte time, tin* 
known to jintb^tP/^ I fcbt Cf/2w^ a golden- 
Sceptre, Crown^ ahd Chair. He ret<urned' 
^/i&^ no Anfwerv' but promifed me, 
there was nothing in Reafon I might not 
exped, provided I would either deftroy 
Antbany^ or barfifli him from my Domi-' 
nions. I was not fpuch fliocked at this Pro-' 
pofition ; but as I had the' Art of Wreftirig 
the luoft folemn Seci?ets.from thofe who 
were even the moft faithful, I ^ot fome 
Hiots from Gf/iKsMfefieiiger, by which - 
I thought I had ReafOn to doubt his 
Sincerity. In this uncertain State, one' 
Moment I pleafed my Imagination with 
fuppofing Cafar might yet be my Slave, 
aftd tb^ by this Means I mij^t triumph 

at 
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at Rime over Livia ixd^O&ima, In; tint j 

YicVv,/iWto5r'\^asd(>emcd to dici vrittei' - 
^ilt aAy:Hetm>r6^TirCGnfideratioii of Ms( 

XiOiite BiititgawH when I rec(dle£ied Ca^ ^ 
y2r^9Poiitics and: Ambxtibn, the Tha%igh€! 
xafiiisiartful De%ttt,^liketht moft peft^^^ 
Mt^ fi»2edm]?s Bofom, infected me with 
the. inoil: in&flexK&le Plagws^ and direw 
tne inti^ Agonies, not to be eaeprefledr 
Th^ wer^ glared again before mycEycs^ 
JUvm uid Q^biQ/d; F^dicmg in tny Mifrry;! 

whilft) wMh downlead Looks, Dattended" . 

defar^^ ttiomphal Gar^ the gatfaenng I 

Multifiuda' arouridt pointing me em mth ^^ 

Scorn and Difdain^ as the Woman,, who 1^ 

l3y Treachery and Cuflning h^d: firft, ruin^ | ' 

^^9 ^^d aftarwurds b&fe}y deftroyed, Cci- 1 

yir's Ri^ in- the Empire of the Univerfc ; 1 

a^d yet the Womany who bad not Dai-^ i 

terity eciough to keep herfeif firom becom- i 

ipg a Sacrifice to deforms Powen Theh f 

would I c(y owt^: " that fodndr than flip- i 

** port, this dreadful Image one Moment \ 

** longer, I would die ten thdufand DeatKs \ 
•* mtiiJxUio^ :!* This unhappy Man hap 

pened to enter mj^ Apartment,! ju& as < 

: I had ' 
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I had pf oxiounced .tjiofeblaft Woids^ and 
^jtnbraQE4 me wkh. the moft pajfliQnata 
FondpdTs^aod Unn^ediately difpatched aa-/ 
tidier Eppiba^ ta Coffarr o&ring to- kill 
Jiimfelf^; it t^ V?uld., fejqure Ckoffofroi 
Thas^ itv tKe ^ vrery Ifift^t whUii I was^ d^« 
iiberatiag^ wth.,myfcjt^ y^hether - gr no I 
fhpuld he r^i^^'s.Murderer^ he ofiered 
i».1>e his- awn, in orderto protect -my Life 
.and-^^le;)^- ^ But yet e \ren allthis xpuld npl^ 
toUiiiq^ me fnqtp/^xing mj^ N^Qdr^iipieljt oi^ 
my , QVffi ^fltcf^m r'C^a^ffiU^n^ m An^ 
fwex; ^. whei^poa u^i&^4^ a 

third poibaifyrttiis-Soi^v^i^^^ (by^^/iArf^jj 
iiritlj^lgi^e EEefeptoT which C^j^r 

k9pt,^i>¥iidiOu;tr;d^iHg;t^ mftiiyj^i^^ 

Jimx*^ tQ rii?:hefebt;ltotii Pi^tinSfcs^and 
'ybreaitis^J& ardfer to pjtevtnt me ffOHi dcr 
ftreyingmy We^handiPerfo Af laft> 
^^r ^CQRdfftdid^d tp jjonour me wi^, ^ 
g£^rtiGyJar> E rjjbaffy ,^ 4>y ^i^emy pne^f h^s 
^^eed Men 5^ a Miin^of no ordinary ParF%:,^t 
i^poUfe Addrefev .^^l^d.whpfe M^ner wasf 
•verypleafing and highly infinuating. This 
Ambaffddor was.tQ acquaint me, thatCr- 
j5r^. captivated with, my Beauty^ was as 
I,. J 4 willing 



willing to be my Siave as /&/i^»y himfdf. 
My Confidence in myown Charrtisr made 
this Story not at all incredible to me 5 
and the Raptures with which it filled my 
Mind, engaged me to diftingoifh this 
Perfonwith more peculiar Marks ^fRe- 
fpeft, and to give him mbit frequent and 
longer Audiences than was cuftomar^; 
infomuch that jintbofr^ grtvi jealous, and 
having commanded him. to be whippe(J, 
fcnt him aftiirwards back to dejar. Whe- 
ther Jinthmy had any other Reafon for this 
Jealoufy than my endeavouring to recom- 
mend myfclf to 7i&yr«^j, in order to pre- 
judice Ciffar the more in my Favout-, I 
could'iicVer recQUcit J For my Mind,< fii- 
cd to a Point, aUd indulging itfelf in the 
agi^efeable Hope of making Cafar my 
Slave, and by Kis means of infoleotly 
-triumphing oiver iri;/^ and 0£iavia^ had 
no Leifute to attend to any thing beneath 
that unbounded Defire of Empire. '■ And 
if myCbarms had any Power over Thyreus^ 
he might, if he pleafed, have taken the 
Advantage of my Refolution, to comply 
with whatever could engage him tqingra- . 

tiate 
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^iate me with Cafar^ as a Woman worthy 
of his Love, 

However, the Time was yet too prema- 
ture for me to appear to Anthony 2i% if I had 
abandqned him, left he fhould take Oc- 
cafi6n from my Perfidioufnefs to be recon- 
ciled to OEtavia. I therefore thought pro- 
per to make what Atonement I could for 
my Indifcretion, in order to allay Antbony^s 
Jealoufy; and for this Purpofe I exprefled 
all the Submiffioa imaginable. My own 
pirth-day I kept as was fuitable to our de- 
plorable Fortune ; but hi3 was obferved 
with grejkt Splendor ^ Magnificence. I 
(Continually intimated, that our prefent 
Fortune could not prohibit my rejoicing 
in the Day which gave him Birth; fince 
however fatal might be the Event of our 
Loves, yet WQuld I not but have known 
my AfUhony for all the Empires of the. 
World- Anthgw^^ who did not conceive 
that the only Truth thcfe Words contain- 
ed, was, that I would not lofe the Re- 
membrance of the Power I bad exerted 
^vef ]jim> f<?r the fake of; his being pre- 
: . . j^ •• - ^ . ferved 
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ferved from Ruin, was in fuch Rapture 
by the fudden Tranfition of his Mind frorr 
Jealoufy and Defpair, to Love and Joy, 
that he fell into a Profufenefs exceeding 
all Bounds; infomuch that many of his 
Guefts, who fat down in great Want, re- 
turned home Men of Affluence. This 
farther Proof, that I ftill held Anthony in 
Chains not to be fhaken off, and that my 
every Word an4 Look were to him a fu- 
preme Command, inftead of engaging me 
to return him one Spark of AflfedKon, de- 
termined me to adt for the future intircly 
in Cafar*s Intereft. For as it was an in- 
variable Maxim of mine, never to do 
more for another ^in was* agreeable to 
my own Benefit ;' and as I could yet make 
Anthony believe whatever 1 pleafed to ini- 
pofe on him ; T thought Sincerity very 
lifelefs in ttiy TranTaiftions^ which paffed- be- 
tween lis. Whei-eas Cafar was not yet iij 
my Pbwer;' and in hopes of that happy 
Event, I judged it neceffary to let him fee 
I was in earneft in the'Profeflions I made 
him. Thus,^ by afting for Cafar^ and 
;m|)ofing on thd amorous Antbsny^ I ex- 
^ ^ pe<5tcd 



J 
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pefted I fliould fecure them both; and in 
Purfuance of this Defign, I ordered Seleu^ 
cusj my Governor of Pelufium^ to deliver 
it up to Cafar, But to juftify myfelf to 
AntbofTfj I gave up Seleucus^s Wife and 
Children to be punilhed as he commanded : 
And indeed I fhould have thought my 
Time but very ill employed, in the many 
Years I had been endeavotjring to blind 
Jnibotr^y if he could yet difcern fo clearly, 
as to know how very little it -coft me to 
give up others to Torments, whilfl: thofe 
Torments were any-ways conducive to the 
Gratification of my own Will and Plea- 
fure. 

C^/aff as foon as in Poflcffion of Pelu^ 
Jiumj marched all his Force againft /lle^^ 
andria. Anthony and I now aded two difi^ 
ferent Parts. For whilfl: he encouraged 
the Citizens to go out againfl: C^/ir, I, in 
public, joined him, but privately forbad 
them to take Arms againft C^far. How- 
ever, on Cafar\ firft Arrival, Anthony^ 
with Succefs, made a fierce Salley, routed 
C4e/0r's Horfe, beat them back into their 
K 2 Trenches; 
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Trenches; and returning with great Satif- 
fadion to the Palace, armed as he was, he 
feluted me, and recommended to me a 
brave Officer, who had fignalized himfelf 
in that Day's Aftion. I, in Recompence, 
prefented him with a Helmet and aCuirafs, 
all of Gold. This Anthony took very oblig- 
ingly; for every faint Shadow of Love 
from me, his warm Imagination painted in 
the moft glaring Colours : But had he 
known the Truth, he would have found 
very little Reafon to have been fatisfied 
with my Liberality on this Occafion ; for 
I accompanied it with fo winning a Grace, 
as plcafed the Officer much beyond the 
Prefent he received. My Experience had 
taught me how much it was in my Power 
to gain to my Side thofe Men, who by 
their Station were placed at fo great a Dif- 
tancc from me, as prevented them from 
afpiring to my Love. Befides, I had a 
View on this Officer, not penetrated by 
any one. As foon as Anthony had left me, 
I fent for him, and engaged him to carry 
C</J2r an Account that I intended to prevail 
on Anthony the next Day to at tack him by 
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Land and Sea ; but that, by my Contri- 
vance, both his Fleet and his Horfe would 
refign themfclves to his Power. The Offi-, 
cer, won by my Smiles and Perfuafions, 
went that Night to Caftir. 

Anthony had fent Cafar a 'Challenge to 
fight him in fingle Combatj and received 
an Anfwer, didated by the utmoft Scorn, 
that he might find feveral other Ways to 
end his Life. This 1 laid hold of to urge 
him on to try his Fortune againft this ar- 
rogant Cafar^ who dared to ufe him with 
fuch Infolence and Contempt. His Friends 
were aftonilhed to fee me endeavour on a 
fudden to rouze him from that Lethargy^ 
wherein I had taken fo much Pains to lull 
and ftupify him. However, fuch was the 
Force of my Importunities, xki'dX. Anthony ^ 
now confidering with himfelf he could 
not die more honourably than in Battle, 
refolved the next Day to attack Cajar both 
by Land and Sea. 

It is impoffible to exprefs the fearful 
Tempeft which ihook and terrified my 
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Mind during that Night. Sleep fled my 
Eyes, and 1 was every Moment revolving 
that the next Day was to decide my Fate* 
Then, faid I to myfelf, I fhall perhaps 
be Miftrefsof the World, and Cafar^ the 
Conqueror of that World, (hall be my , 
Slave; or if he deludes me, I fhall be in 
Chains, fubmitting to that Yoke I pre- 
pared for the Necks of others^ and which 
would be infupportable to my own. Should 
this be the cruel Fate Cafar intends for 
me, my only Refuge is in Death j and to 
die with Anthony^ and to glory in the Ap- 
pearance of being faithful to him, would 
be moft to my Credit^ though my Life had 
been One continued Series of Treachery 
and Deceit. 

At length the dreaded, and yet the 
wifhed-for. Day appeared \ when Anthony 
marching his Infantry out of the City, pott- 
ed them on a rifing Ground, from v/hence 
he faw his Fleet making up to the Enemy. 
'J'here he ftood in Expeftation of the Event; 
but as foon as he faw the Fleets approach- 
ed each other, his Ships falutcd Cafar\\ 

whofe 
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whofe Fleet having returned the Compli- 
ment, they prefently joined, and with all 
their Force rowed toward the City. An* 
thony beheld^ this Defertion with infinite 
Concern J but could hardly .turn himfelf 
about, when he faw his Cavalry in like 
manner go off to Cafar ; and his Foot be- 
ing defeated^ he retired into the City, cry- 
ing out, " Cleopatra had betrayed him, 
*• when he was fighting only for her fake." 
I had given Orders to fome of my moft inti. 
mate Friends, to difpatch Meffenger after 
Meflciiger, to let me know what paffed in 
the Fleet and Army; for my impatient 
Temper could not brook Uncertainty and 
Delay. In the Interim my Mind fludluated 
between Hope and Fear. Cafar and An* 
thony alternately took Pofleffion of my 
Thoughts, in exaft Proportion to my Idea 
of the Succefs of either. But as C^/^r's 
commanding the World was now be- 
come moft probable, my Heart feemed in- 
clined, as a faithful Companion to that 
World he had conquered, to accompany 
t. However, when I heard that Anthony 
was raving at my Falfhood through the 
K 4 Streets 
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Streets of Alexandria^ I, under Pretence ' 
of fearing C<€/J?r (though indeed it was the 
abandoned Anthotr/^ Defjpair and Fury 
which I dreaded) fled to my Monument, 
which I fecured as faft as poflible, that 
none might find Admittance without firft 
obtaining my Leave. I then ordered jIn- 
thony to be told that I was dead. In which 
Report I had a double Defign ; one of which 
was, that all his Thoughts of Vengeance to- 
wards me might fubfide \ the other, that as. 
he had often, in Fits of Fondncfs^ fivorn 
hfe could not furvive me, I wis in herpes ; 
that his Anger being mollified, by con- 
fidering that my Life had been the Sacri- 
fice of my Treachery, his AfFeftion would 
again return, overwhelm him with Sor- 
row, and drive him on to deftroy himfelf 5 
which would fave me both the Trouble and 
the Infamy of facrificing him to his fortu- 
tunate Enemy. This Thought I enjoyed 
with the higheft Degree of Satisfadion ; 
for I thought it' was beyond Expreffion 
glorious, to make Anthony deftroy himfelf 
for my Lofs, at the very Inftant he was; 
convinced I had abandoned and betrayed 
' . him. 
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him. In the mean time^ a younger Man, 
named Cornelius Dolahlla^ lone of C^far 
the Diftator's Favourites, who had long 
been captivated by my Charms, and whom 
I had engaged to advertife me of every 
thing that was in Agitation, fent me Word 
privately, that Cdfar^s Referve made k. 
difficult to penetrate his Intentions, but 
advifed me by all means to be on my 
Guard, and to fufpeft the worft. This 
Hint from Dolabella threw me into the ut- 
moft Con fternation. It roufed my Thoughts 
with the horrid Refledion, that, irftead of 
the World my afpiring Ambition aimed at 
being Miftrefs of. Infamy and Scorn were 
like to be the Reward of my Bafenefs to 
Anthony. I then immediately revolved how 
much preferable it was to hgtve died with 
him, than to fuflFer the dreadful Punifli- 
ment which feemed now to approach me. 
I imagined that at leaft I fliould have the 
Glory of being thought, by the injudici- 
ous World, to have entertained a long 
and conftant Paffion for him. The Mo- 
ment I imagmed it poffible that he might 
be further ufeful to me, I difpatched a 
K 5 Mef: 
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,Meflenger to inform him that Cleopatra 
yet lived for her JntbofF^y and to conduft 
him to. the Monument. I was not then 
afraid of the EfFefts of his Rage; for I 
was perfeftly aflured that the Joy of think- 
ing he (hould once more behold me alive, 
would banifli from his Mind all other Con- 
fiderations. But the Meflcnger arrived too 
1 ate ; for as foon as Anthony had been apprifed 
of the Report of my being dead, he broke 
forth into this Expoftulation, " Alas,^»- 
^' thony! what haft thou now to do in this 
* * World ? Fate has taken from thee the only 
*• Objeft for which thou wouldft defirc to 
** Hve.** He then commanded EroSj his 
faithful Servant, whom he had formerljf^ 
engaged in a Promife to kill him in calf 
of inevitable Danger, to keep his Worcf 
and put an End to his Mifery. — Er(^ 
fhocked at the Command, chofe rather I 
lay violent Hands on himfelf, than mu 
der his Mafter. Which when Anth^ 
perceived, he plunged his Sword into^f 
own Breaft, and threw himfelf on a Cc| 
that ftood near him. The Wound, thojf 
mortal, did not immediately oecafiori 
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Death ; and hje was a little; recovered wheri 
my Meffenger arrived. The Moment he 
underftood that I was ftill living, he ea- 
gerly defired to be carried to the Door of 
my Monument. 1 would not open it, 
for fear of bei^g furpriz^, but letdown 
Cords from i Window, to which Ajfithony 
being fafteredytgr the Help of my Two 
Women, who were all I trufted in the Mo- 
nument^ I drew him up. The Spedators, 
feeing the faint and dying ^»/^(?»y, covered 
with. Blood, ilretching out his Hands to 
Cleapatray and raifuig his B^y to give us 
what Afliftance he could, yurtxt extremely 
afFeAed, and in Tears lamented his un- 
happy Tate. Now, likewife, was T, for 
the fif ft Time, touched with Sorrow, 
wherciri there was any Mi3a:ur€ of Compafc 
fion, for the wretchefd ^//&tf»y. As fo<^a 
as he wa's in the Monument, we laid him 
on a Bed. I fpread my Cloaths over him^ 
fmote my Breaft, and tore my Hair-, then^ 
wiping^ the Blood €f6F his "FaGc, I called him 
my Lord, my Hufbandy my Emperor. 
In fhort, I was diftra<5ted with Excels of 
Paflion.. But if this Grief was to take cxrt 
K 6 iufclir 
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itfelf the Name of Pity, Pride, or Affeia 
on, it would afllime a. falfe Chara&er ; fc 
was indeed fuch a Compofition of all Thi 
as would render it difficult to cfcternn 
which was predominant. A little Cc 
paffion for Jntbonf^ and a good deal 
myfelf, overwhelmed me with Tears 
Sorrow. My Pride difapipointcd, in t 
the Objed of my Power lay expiring 
jfore me, whilft I almoft defpaircd of 
luring Cafar^ excited my Indignati^ 
and as I wanted Objedb whereon to g 
it Vent, it turned its Edge on my c 
divided Bofom. Then recoUcding, t 
the only Refuge left me to die with 
leaft Shadow of Honour, was impo( 
on the World my violent and faitl 
Love for Anthony^ in order to fet fc 
that Love, AfFedation difplayed all 
Extravagance, and forced me to put 
a thoufand theatrical Poftures, wh 
Reality and Truth would fcorn to app 
in. The dying Jntbonjy inftead of cc 
plaining, or endeavouring to aggrav 
my Grief, did all he could to comfort i 
fupportme. He fupprcfled his Sighs ; 

pea 
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peared chearful; and calling for fome 
Wine, dcfired me not to pity hinvjn this 
late Turn of Fortune, but rather rejoice 
in Remembrance of his pail Happineis. 
He advi&d me to take care of myfelf ; and 
anrKmgil Cr/^ir's Friends to apply chiefly 
to Pracideius. When he had uttered thefc 
Words, whilft his Eyes were yet fixed on- 
mine, and in the convulfive Pangs of Death, 
grafping my Hand, and giving up the 
Ghoft^ Proddeius arrived from Qefar. He 
had heard that AntbotPf was dead, and fent 
this Proculeius to give me Hopes of every 
thing from a young Hero, whole Heart 
was not incapable of being moved by a 
Lady's Charms. He was fearful of lofing 
an immenceTreafure,anfd likewiie thought 
I fliouid be no fmall Addition to the Or- 
nament and Glory of his Triumph. My 
only Demand was, that my Kingdom 
might be difpofed of to my Children. Pro^ 
cukiMS advifed me to refume my Courage, 
and wholly to confide in de/ar. After 
this, Gallus was difpatched to confer with 
me afecond Time 5 with whom I held a 
Converfation through a fmall Aperture 

in 
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in the Monnmcht. He contrived ta 
lengthen out the Conference as much as he 
could ; and in the mean v;hilG: Proculeius^hy 
the Aid of a Scaling- Ladder, entered iii at 
riiat Window, through which we hiadtaken 
upyfnthany. One of my Women inftantly 
cried out, "Oh! wretched Ckopatra^ thov: 
" art undone/' On hearing this, I attenlpt- 
ed to ftab myfelf with a Dagger which hung 
always at my Girdle; but ProculHus was 
quick enough toprevent me; and feizing 
both my Hands, forced from *me the 
Dagger, and examined' my Robe, for fear 
any Poffon fliould be concealed in it. 
A^ttx vjhichCafar ^cfit Epaphroditus^ one 
of his Servants, with Orders to treat . me 
with all ' imaginable Gehtleriefs and CiviK^ 
ty ; but to take pat tieularCare that I fliould 
Have no Opportunity of deftrioying my- 

• Many Kingis, and great Commanders^ 
petitioned C<^/^r fpr the Body o^ Anthonf^ 
in order to pay him the laft Funeral Rites ;^ 
but at my earneft: Sollicitation he permit- 
ted me the Honour of that Office^ and 

gave 
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gave me Leave to be as profufe as I pleat- 
ed in the Expence. This Permiflion clearly .. 
difcovered that my Wealth was no longer 
my own, but was to be employed accord- 
ing to C^far^s Pleafure and Diredlion. ' 

I (pared no Coft on the Occafion, but 
performed his Obfequies with all the 
Splendor and Magnificence I could in^ 
vent. 

Soon after this, defar himfelf vouch* 
fafed to make me a Vifit; which I looked 
on as the critical Minute wherein I was 
either again to re-aflume my former Glory, 
or to be loft and funk for ever. I adorn- 
ed my Chamber with various Pi6lures of 
Julius defar \ but as for myfelf, I had 
on only a thin Mourning Robe, which I 
thought would fet off the Whitenefs of 
my Skin; and I lay on a Couch, as one 
deftitute and forlorn. At C^r*s Entrance 
I arofe; and flung myfelf at his Feet, in- 
wardly praying that I might fucceed now 
as when firft I faw Mark Anthony. I 
called Cdifary my Lord and Matter. My 

Hair 
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Hair was difhcvelkd, my Eyes bathed in 
Tears, my Air languilhing, and my Voice 
trembling; which moved C^efar's Com- 
pafTion to raife and lead me back to my 
Couch. I artfully began the Difcourfe^ 
on Julius C^e/arj and faid, " It is to your 
** great Father, Sir, I owe the Name of 
** Queen : From his Hands I received the 
" Crown, Our Love was reciprocal : 
•* If you defire Proofs, here are his Let- 
*' ters ; pleafe to read them at your Lei- 
*• fure.*' Sometimes I Joked paffionately 
at the Pifture of Julius '^ fometimes on his 
adoptive Son. *' I loft you too foon, faid 
" I (looking at the Pifture of the Dida- 
*' tor), O my great Proteaor!*' Then 
turning my Eyes tenderly on OSaviuSy I 
cried out, " No! I have found you again 
" in another Hero, the fame as yourfelf j 
*' and Fate has now reftored you to me, as 
*' great and as lovely as ever.'* In Ihort, I 
bent all the Artillery of Artifice and Dif- 
fimulationagainftCf/ir*sBreaft. He look- 
ed with down-caft Eyes ; and as foon as 
I imagined I perceived the leaft glimmer- 
ing Hope of his being ftaggered^ I began 

to 
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toexcufe my Condudt, from Neceflity, 
and the Fear oi Anthony. But Cafar in- 
terrupting me in my Juftification, I had 
Recourfe to Prayers and Tears to move 
his CompaOions and at the fame time put 
into his Hands a Lift of all my Treafure. 
One of my Treafurers accufed me of fup- 
prelling many Things of Value, and re- 
proached me for my Infincerity. I, who 
had been fo long accuftomed to be adored 
by all around me, could not but refent 
this Ufage; which threw me into fo vio- 
lent a Paffion, that I fled from my Couch, 
caught this impertinent Secretary by the 
Hair, and iftruck him feveral Blows in 
the Face.; Cafar could not help fmiling 
at this fudden Tranfport, and endeavoured 
to pacify me. "Is not it very hard, 
" mighty C^cfar^ faid I, when you do me 
*' the Honour of a Vifit, in thi3 my 
** wretched Condition, that I Ihould be 
" affronted by my own Servant? If I have 
" laid by any Women's Toys, they never 
*' were defigned as Ornaments for one of 
** my miferable Fortune; but that I might 
*' have fome little Prefent by me to offer 

, '* OSiaviik 
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" Oftavia your Sifter, and your Confort 
** Livia \ that by their Interceflion I might 
*' hope to difpole you to Mercy.** 

Cefar was pleafed to hear me talk in 
this Strain, being now perfuaded that I 
was defirous to live. He therefore aflured 
me, that whatever I had by me I might dif- 
pofe of at my Difcretion; and that his 
Ufage of me fhould be honourable beyond 
my Expeftation. He then departed, weJl 
Satisfied he had over-reached me; but he 
was himfelf deceived ; for my Friend Do- 
labella again privately found Means of 
giving me Notice, that Cafar was about 
to return into Syria^ and that I and my 
Children were to be fent before. The 
Horror of being led in Triumph, pointed 
at, and fcorned by the Romans in general, 
and in particular, of being infulted by 
Livia (which I was aflured would be my 
Fate), tempted me to feek Death as my 
only Refuge; and as I now defpaired of 
alluring Cr/^r, I refolved, in Appearance 
at leaft, to die for Anthony. I therefore re- 
quefted C^efar that he would be pleafed to 

permit 
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permit me to make my laft Oblation to 
his departed Brother in the Empire ; which 
being granted, I was carried to the Place 
where Anthony was buried j and upon my 
Knees, accompanied by my Women, I 
embraced his Tomb, with Tears in my 
Eyes, and made over the deceafed Anthony 
fo loud a Lamentation, as to a right Judg- 
ment would have plainly (hewn, that true 
Grief for his Lofs did not produce fuch 
flowing Eloquence; and that all my 
Mourning was the Refult of AfFedtation. 
In reality, I mourned for myfelf ; but had 
Cafar been amorous enough to have been 
enfnared by my Charms, AnthonfiVzx& . 
might have remained for ever unlamented 
by Cleopatra. 

^Having finifhedthefe Lamentations, I 
adorned the Monument with Garlands ; and 
killing it, ordered my Bath to be prepared. 
After which I fat down to Supper, and feaft- 
ed fumptuoufly. A Country Fellow, de- 
ceiving my Guards under the Pretence of 
bringing me fome Figs, gained Admit- 
tance, and brought me an Afp. I wrote a 
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Letter to Qefar^ moft caraeftly entreating 
that I might be buried in the fame Tomb 
with Antbojr^\ for I imagined thiT would 
preferve the Appearance of my dying for 
Love of him. I then invited the wel- 
come Serpent to execute its friendly Of- 
fice. ' 

But now, at the Approach of my laft 
/Hours, I could not help rcflcding on my 
paft Life •, and found, upon the whole, 
that the Indulgence of my Ambition, and 
the cultivating in myfelf the Spirit of Pride 
and Vanity, had produced far more Mi- 
fery than Happinefs, How indeed can it 
be otherwife? whcninftead ofreftraining, 
we give a loofe to Paffions, which, like 
a Dropfy, increafe by Indulgence, arc too 
greedy to be fatisfied, prey on our Hearts, 
and raifc in us a Perplexity more painful 
than any Misfortune that can attend or 
befal us. To be for ever porfuing what 
we can never attain (which is conftantly 
the Cafe of Perfons given up to their un- 
governable Paffions), is the State of all 
others moft miferable. 

When 



\ 
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When in Anthonfs Triumph over the 
King of Arfneniayl was placed on aThrone, 
and the Proceffion ended at my Feet, in- 
ftead of at thofe of the Statue of Jupiter^ 
even whilft I was fo much the Objeft of 
the public Envy, I was more mortified at 
obferving that the Prifoners, who opened 
their Eyes, faw I was not a real Goddefs, 
and would not pay me Divine Honours, 
than I was pleafed with the mod extrava- 
gant Honours paid me by the deluded and 
enamoured Triumvir. For when my 
Mind was tortured by Excefs of Paffion, 
and all within was Tempeft andConfufion, 
what Tranquility or fiappinefs could 1 
poffibly enjoy? But it was now too late 
to change this difmal Situation ; and my 
laft Minutes rolled on in the fame Tumult, 
which had run through all the Hours of 
my Life preceding Anthony*s Death. C^- 
far*% Power, the Triumph of Uvia and 
OUaviaj with my awn approaching Fate, 
crouded my Mind with fuch various and 
bitter Refleftions, as almoft hurried me 
to Didradion*, and at laft, had I not had 
Art enough to impofe on myfelf, as I had 

on 
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on; others, and fanfied that I defpifed Life, 
becaufe Ifixed my Thoughts on other Ob- 
jefts, Death would have appeared to me in 
its moft frightful Terrors, But I was fome- 
what flattered, in prefuming I fhould at- 
tain Glory by dying with Jntbon^\ and 
by robbing Livia and OSavia (the one my 
Rival with Anthonf-y the other, in the 
Univerfe) of their Exultation over me; 
and that, as I could neither allure nor 
conquer, yet that I fhould deceive the 
great and powerful C^efar. Thus I breath- 
ed my laft, fadly impofing on myfelf, and 
fell a wretched Sacrifice to that Treachery 
and Ambition, wherein I had fo long 
placed my chief Delight; and of the fatal 
Confequences ofvjthich Ilhall be, to all 
future Ages, a perpetual and difgraceful 
Example. 



End of the Life^/ Cleopatra. 
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I H E N Cleopatra had finifhed 
her Story as before recited, 
fhe retired, like D/^/^, with 
a gloomy Countenance ; and 
gave Place to the more pleafing Shade of 
the fair OSlavia : Who approaching with 
a Complacence that approved her confci- 

ous 
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ous Virtue, addrefled herfelf in thefe mild 
^nd gentle Accents : 

The Commands of the Sovereign of 
thefe lower Regions oblige me to renew 
my former Griefs, by giving a faithful 
Narration of my Life, whilft I was an 
Inhabitant of the Earth. : 

I was the Daughter of Caius OBavius^ 
by his Wife JHd^^ Perfons of diftinguiflied 
Rank and Virtue ; and who had likewife 
the Honour of giving Birth to my Bro- 
ther Augujius Cafar. A Circumftance I the 
more willingly merttlon, in order to refute 
thofe Crkics, who, from a Miftake in jW 
tarcb^ contend for my being defcended 
from Anchanay the ^i^W\{tJd^O£t(mm\ 
,and that I was therefore only Half-fiftcr 
to AugUjiui. 

From my Infancy, that is from the 
Time I became capable of Refleftion, I 
was taught, that to contraft my Defires, 
to; command my Paffions, and to (hare 
my Pleafures with others, was the only 

Conduft 
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CCnduft which could promife me Happi- 
nefs ; and by Rules like thefe was all my 
future Life governed. My chief Care 
was to keep my Minfl compofed and un- 
difturbed ; that in every Accident which 
befel me, I might have Power to exert 
thy Reafon, and give my Judgment iti^ 
<3ue Scope. 

As I was very handfome, and Sifter 
to the adopted Son of Julius Coffar^ I 
dreaded from my Youth that I fliould be 
facrificed to political Views, and be dif- 
pofed of in the folemn Tie of Matrimony 
to fome , Man, whofe Ambition alone 
would lead him to take me as a Pledge 
of Friendfhip from the great' C<^r. My 
predominant PalTibn was Love; and the 
higheft Notion I could form of Happinefs, 
was a private Life, with a Huflband who 
was agreeable to my Inclinations, and 
capable of a reciprocal AfFedion, But 
this Opinion which I had formed of Hap- 
pinefs with fuch a Hufband, rendered mc 
the more cautious of giving way to my 
;Aflfe6lions^ till my Approbation of the 
h Obie<!t 
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Objeftfliould makcfuch an Indulgence 
fonable. I confidered with myfelf, tha 
Sentiments of a maijied State would no 
fer rhe to lead a Life of Deceit or Hypoc 
and therefore, if married at all, it wa 
quifite for my Peace of Mind, thit I (h< 
be united to a Man who was the Objei 
my Inclinations, and whofe Difpof] 
would make an artful Behaviour on 
Part totally needlefs to obtain good Uf 
or to fecure his Efteem, I had for 
and reprefented to myfelf the Chars 
which would pleafe mc beft ; anil refo^ 
tliat (unlefs Confiderations of State dbli 
xne to be a Sacrifice) I would live fin 
ifl found it impoflible to meet with 
' Counterpart of the Pidlure which d 
in my Imagination* 

] But whilft I was thus aniufed with 
^ 6Wn Fancies, before the civil War br 
* out between C^yJ^r and Phfr^ejy Ihad 
*^to have been married to the latter, in oi 
' to cement a Peace, ^nd ftrengthen 
Friendfliip pf thofe two great Meh. 1 
I inuil have fubmitted to, hail my Ui 
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' Julius ^&t/b^ <?<>titiriued in ite'^Opinion, 
^tfrat, ' in ' orfer to prevent -the Spilling 6f 
'n-mch 'i2i?wtwr Blood, it Aras ncceflary to 
makfe^mfe aSattrfice. ^Nor/fhodd T in 
"the fabmitiinjgtoit (whateVer-inwaf-d^Un- 
-eafiHift k had doft me) hirtve fnade the fcaft 
Hefitarion 5 for I thought my f>rivate In- 
"dinations, ought not to interfere with my 
*j)ubli^ Duty ; nor would I have ^fiiSfer^d 
them' to oppofe my Uhcle Julius CkfJhPs 
^Commands, in a Gafe where any Com- 
pliance of mine could poflibly be produc- 
tive cither of general Peace, or tend to 
"avdid^ univerial Cohfufion, with all the 
-blobdy* Hotrors of an' inteftine- War. But 
'^T'omj>irf could by no means prove any Re- 
'femblance to the Pifture in my Bofom ; in 
which ^ttt driwh 'the ftrpngeft Lines of 
^LoVe, and few 'or none of Ambition, 
4[^6^eyfet:, ty the -Turn of Affairs between 
'iC^fdr ^nd Pod^ej^^ ' I cfcaped this difagree- 
'able Match j' arid my: Hopes revived^ that 
I (hQuld^ither be allowed to live unmar- 
ried^ or fii^ an Qrjginal to my beloved 

^iftjuVe:';;;'^^^^'-";' * 
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There was then at Rome z, Man ofcon* 
tTular Dignity, n^tm^d Marcel/us^ who was 
greatly in the public '£fteem,,and all thofe 
fwhoknewhim were eloquent in his Praifes. 
His Charader pleafed me much: But 
Fame is fo often miftaken in the Motives 
of Mens AiSfcions, that I could not fuffcr 
common Report to fix my Opinion, al- 
though it had Power enough txi raife in 
me a Curiofity to be farther acquainted 
with the Man, whofe Underftanding and 
Goodne(s Fame painted in fucb amiable 
Colours. I took the firft Opportunity of 
^Treating an Acquaintance with this ik&^r- 
cellus'y and fcHind, by the moft narrow In- 
jpeftion into his Cpndu£l» that he more 
than anfwereiJ all 1 had heard in his Favour^ 
jand that the Warmth pf my higbcfl: Im- 
^agination could not dp Ji^im Juftice. Li 
(bort, I both liked, approyedl^, .and loved 
Marcellus, My Judgment and Inclina- 
tion united in pcrfqading me to be his 
Wife; and I lopked on jit as a particular 
Omen of ,ipy ^ood Fortune, when I per- 
ceived he was deftinfed by my Brother to he 
^y Hyfband» A»d ;iow I will defcribe to 
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y6ti the Pifture I had, longbefore I became 
hisj drawn by my own Fancy, 

Marcetki yf2^ a Peifon of tlie mo(t 
worthy and valuable AccompHfhmentSi^ 
He had an excellent Underftanding,^ a 
lively Imagination^ a penetrating Judg- 
ment, and was fo acute in the Difcernment 
of Things, as not to be impofed upon by 
ogt^ard Appearances. He could 'eafily 
fee through the Subtleties of Fraud; and 
with the like Kcadinefs diftingi|i(h Truth, 
how artfully fofeyer dif^ifdd pr reprefented*(< 
But what was moil remarkable in his Cha* 
xzOctXy was the right Application he made 
of his fuperior Underftanding. His Rea*^ 
fon conftantly exerted itfelf, and kept his 
^affiOns under fuch regular and due Obe- 
dienccy that he was always Mafter of him- 
fclf; and was never hurried into thofa 
Tranlpoits or Exceffes, which diftraft the 
^dip.d, and ^ifcirfnpofe the Tranquility of 
human Life. His Faculties were all en- 
gaged pn their proppr Obiefts; and the 
ufual Employments of his Time were the 
DifcQveri?s of Truth, and Diftjuifitions. 
L3 of 
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of Pbilofaphy. But ther> as; to bfe. Amtife- 
ments, he gave: way t^, hk loj^^^tiopj , 
loved to indulge it; and from the moft 
trifling Circufnftahces could derive Plea- 
fure and Enjoy nicnt. This was the Caufev 
that, he was agreeably chearful amidft his 
deepeft Studies ; and couid mix fome kind 
oflnftrudion in the moft trifling Pleafan* . 
try of his roving Fancy, Fo^ akhougkv 
he would not fufitr his Imagination (o take 
Place of his Judgment, and oould piain(y ^ 
diftinguifti the Efffeiftsof theone fmihthe^ 
other-, yet; was he not fo vainly t>roud of 
his Reafon, as to look upon the Imagina*' 
lion beneath the Dignity of Man ; nor, io 
the room' of that Cbeai^lnefs which at^' 
tends a Iprightly Fan^y^ to fubftittJte a- 
haughty Surliiiefe ci^ Tempwy wbicfe of^ 
all things^ renders a Mari' ftioft'dif^rce-^ 
jible. Such was the Uhderftanding of 
Marcdlusy and he thought it his Duty tp 
enjoy- the Ad vanta^s N^t>re had given^ 
him with a contented and#thankfol Mind; 
Nor was the Heart ofMirceBui ^rty^wayf 
inferior to his Head- * He had morrGoml' 
piffion in his Nature, more Tcndernefe inr 

his 
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his.Difppfitionji than I ?vcr faw in any^ 
other Man. And this Conipaffioi|, thij '; 
Teadernefs, made him in.c.apable of being 
guiky, o£ any Adion to which the Name ; 
of Ill-nature could properly be appljied^ ' 
No difdainfut Arrogance, or infojent 
Scorn, had any Plaqe ia his gpntl^L Bofom. 
The Difpofirions of his J^eia^r ^ w^rc , as, 
well regulated is the Faculties of his 
Mind. He was neither conceited enough 
in. his. own Opinion to be afhamed of 
Weaknefies th;at were not criminal, nor 
wpul^ he indulge them to fo extravagant 
a Height, as to fuffer hin^felf tp be led 
by his J^oibles to the lead Injuftice. When 
h^ afted in a public Capacity, be could 
.ihed Tears for the .Suffqrings. of thofc 
whom he would not relieve at the Expencc 
of his Integrity. In fhort. Marcel^ ex^* 
ceedefl my l^ifture, as muclr as <the Hand ' 
of Nature excels that of Art; and brought 
to my Remembrance tlic Story of Pygnia^ 
lion ztid Kis Statue; for he was the Por- 
trait I had drawn, animated with Life 
and Motion. To finim the whole, his' 
Pcrfon Y^as. remarkably agreeable, his * 
^. h 4 Manners 
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Manners where elegant and refined. As 
I have before obferved, that Love was my 
predominant Paflion, it would be needlefs 
to repeat how much I loved Marcellus. 
My Love was unmixed with Vanity, and 
my Aflfeftion free from all Confiderations 
but the Good and Pleafure of ifs Objeft. 
And this AflFeftion was fp perfeftly mu- 
tual, between me and my Hufband, that! 
our Thoughts were known to each ocher* 
before the Tongue could exprefs them. 
Marcellus continually exulted in the Hap- 
pinefs of this Unioa> and oftea faid^ 
" That although the married JLifc was^ 
*' what he chofe, yet there was nothing he 
" fo much dreaded as meeting with a 
^*. Wife, with whom he could not follow 
** the natural Bent of his owa Inclinations^, 
•* by indulging her, without filling her 
^' with fuch Affectation as would have 
•* given him a great deal of Uneafinefs^ 
«« Hemt^ then have lived in a perpetual 
*' Reftraint, or condemned bimfelf for 
« feeding that Vanity, vfhkhy as it is too 
« enlarged ever to be fatisfied, muft by 
*♦ his own Fault have made the Woman 

"mifcc* 
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:<< miibra^le, wtiQ w^s itijErmfted to his Pro- 
" te<aion." Wherc^ my Mind, a<5tuated 
By Love only,, gloried in his Tendernefs^ 
as a Proof of his Confidence in my Beha- 
viour, and of his affedionatc Regard to 
itoy Happinefs. Nor was I, in my great 
Care to obliges, and pai-ticular Caution of 
oflfending him, anyr ways remifs, in re- 
turning with Intereft that Tendernefs in 
which I fo much deUghted. His diflin- 
guifhing Penetration could eafily perceive 
that my Delight in his Regard for mc, arof? 
entirely from the Strength of my Love, 
and npt from the common Vanity of ima- 
^njng myfelf the Objeft of Admiration. 
This was the Reafon I would not (had it 
beep^ ifi my Power) have driven him, by 
his AfFedtion^for me, to have afted be- 
neath jhis Charader, or expofcd himfelf 
on my Account to Cenfure or Ridicule. 
Inftead of wiftiing to enlarge my Power, 
J wa|^ pleafed with thinking the Founda- 
tion of my Hufband's Love was fixed on 
t|^ fteady Bafis of true Eftcem ; as I knew 
that was the only Bafis whereon J could 
raife any folid Hope of its continuing 
1- 5 firm 
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firm and unalttl^t^le. ' M^celfus^X^sShh 
been married ta i- Womafi' w^ofe ruling 
Paffion '^^b Vahitjr, aii3 wlio, from that 
Vanity, would fiavc been unreafonably ca- 
pricious, hating his Friends;^ for fear they 
did not refpeft Ifer'as^ much-as fbc did: her- 
fdf, and makinjg Fa\nduritjcs of ^Ms Ene- 
mies, in hopes they allowed her afSi5)eri- 
oricy in fomt ^^^ of t)thtf over her Hul*- 
band, whtlft -ffce' aflfefted an eittravagant 
Pafliion for him)TOuld not have- been fa 
deceived. Nor-did his Judgniehf, ^always 
fubtle in' the Seai^fr of Truths, Tufier hm 
to run into iltie <yther Extreme ; ahdf, be- 
caufe he knew there were many fuch Wo- 
men in the World as I have defcribed, 
deny the Poflrbility of any Woman'if being 
of a different Chara^Sfen Nfeither did he, 
whilft his Wife was^ving hlih every 
Proof in her Powef of true Jlejfpeft, caD 
it AfFeftationi and, by blinding himfelf 
>vith an imaginary Notion, ihdifcriminately 
mingle Truth with Falihood. No! Mdrcel- 
lus faw my Fidelity, and loved meitir it*; 
and his Love heightened rtiy Afffeftion to 
H Degree which, I bcHtve, Wuld not be 

exceeded. 
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^j^peede^. We lived, together with the 
y tmpft Simplicity. 4)^^^^^^ ^^^ Cynning;' 
were baniflied qi^r Bofoms; ^yhere there, 
was nothing we wiflied to ^conceal; where 
no lurking Difguifes were neceffary -, fince 
mutual Cpofidence, Sincerity, and Truth 
yere the eonftant andl invariable Rules qf 
pur Gonduft. In ev?ry Aftion qf our 
Lives WQ had Reference to each other, 
^hctber \ye (laid at home, or went abroad, 
^pr^ ferious or difpofed to Mirth, ftiil^ 
1^ opr^Syi^pathy and Love, every Trifle 
QXad? a Pleafure,.and every Pleafure was 
heightened into Joy by our mutual Partici- 
pation of it ; pur Hearts exulted with tha:t 
Rapture which is built on the ftrpng Foun- 
dation of undiflembled Love, . Every 
Tr^e ^d 3uih, every common Objeft pfo- 
jdu^ed^ py Nature, became, by pur Ob- 
lgxyatipr)3j^ and giving way to our (Relight- 
ed Im,?.ginations, Matter of the molt 
.fgr^^ble Entertainment. Our cPmmon 
rj^^ (for we had nothing feparate) re- 
ioipd in our Company^ as th^y were glad- 
_^^ed with our Happinefs : For to good 
ft^,in,ds, Happinefs, like Cplpur to the 
L6 * Camelion^ 
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Camclion, is chiefly communicated 6f 
that of others. My Hufband's fteady 
tJnderftanding improved me ; his Strength 
of Fancy entertained me; andour mUtuaf 
Xove, fixed on, and influenced by. Inte- 
grity of Manners, baniflied all tumukuous 
Paflions from our Breads, and left us no 
other Thoughts but thofe of Peace, Tranr 
buility, and Joy. The public Calamity, 
in the Time of the famous Profcription, 
by OUavm.Cafar^ Anthony^ and Lepidus^ 
did indeed interrupt our Compofurc, more 
our Compaflion, and fill us with Terror, 
What added greatly to the Horror which 
poflefled my Mind on that Occafion, was 
the Confideration that my Brother was one 
of the chief Caufes of this Scene of Slaugh- 
ter and Defplation. The Vengeance of 
irritated Enemies, thtijealoufies of fan- 
taflric Women, the Fear of fervile Staves, 
with the Rapacioufnefs of the Covetous,^ 
were as fo many Inftruments and Miniif- 
ters to execute the favage Orders for the 
Maflacje of thofe unhappy Wretches^ 
whofe Names were found among the Pro- 
fcribed. On the other hand, to prove 

the 
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the Difference of human Kind, in this get 
neral Mifery were fignalized fornc of the 
moft heroic A6ls of Fidelity and Affedioni 
Even Slaves, habiting themfelves like^ 
their Mafters, met Dieatk in their Stead : 
Sons, unaccuftomed to difobey their Fa-> 
thers, now, for the firft Time, difpijit^d 
their Wills, and were refolutfe to die the 
firft ; Women in Numbers fled, bearing 
their Hufbands, as jEneas did his Father 
AncbifeSj, on their Shoulders ^ with whom 
they iecreted themfelves in diftantCayernSi 
Such Inftances of Fidelity and Love were 
now our only Comfort,, as from them alone 
we could imagine we were not placed 
amongda Set of Animals fiercer or more 
cruel than Wolves and Tigers. AH the 
Power I had, I exerted to foften my Bro- 
ther's Rigour* I refufed my Proteftion 
to none, who could find a Method of fly- 
ing to me for Refuge; and I was only 
grieved that my weak Efforts were made 
in vain to ftop that Effufion of Roman 
Blood, which daily prefented fuch dread- 
ful Spectacles to our View. As foon as 
this horrid Profcription was at an End, 

and 
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and myi Bsother OSmrim. C^^y wllh Af^ 
tban;fy and Lepidus^ w^ere in qqice PoS^fn 
fion of the Ronum Empdre, I wauid> ^ 
permkted to. follow my owi\ IncHnati§o$^ 
have retired from Rome^ and mtk my h^^. 
loved Hufbahd have enjoyed that Slatjsf^(<- 
tion and Tranqui^, in nsfhi^h we. both 
(o much deiigh^d : But my Brother, who 
was always beft plealed when w.e were with 
him, engaged us to remain in theMetror 
polls. My Station unavoidably threw me 
into the Converfation of Women of the 
firft Quality and DiftirtdlioajBut I act 
counted every Moment Ip^ht in their 
Company as fo much Lofs of Time* Their 
Infidelity to their Hufbands, and th^gene^ 
ral Profligacy of their Manners^, r^ifed in 
me the utmoft Abhorrence of thdir Gon- 
duft. I often refle(fted with Aftonilhrtient 
on even the Poffibility that my Youth 
might have been betrayed into this uiiiYcr^ 
fal Corruption, had not the Virtue ar\4 
Underftanding of MarceUus direfted my 
Steps, fecured my Peace, and infpired me 
with the moft fteady and ardent AlFcdion. 
But fo precarious and uncertain is alHiu^ 

man 
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kan If ^pinefs, that this iScate of Secufirjr 
and Pteafore could not laft; For the^reat- 
eftXofs which could then befal me, and 
that wherein all other Confidcrations were 
entirely fwailowed, now overwhelmed my 
Sbirf, ftaggereid, and almoft overcame, the 
moft vigorous Eflforts of my ftrongeftRe- 
foiution^.' MirtiSus^ my faithful Friend, 
my foiid Lover, mid my indulgent Huf^ 
band, was fcized with a malignant Fever, 
and in the* Ihprt Space' of Two'Days his 
Phyficians dfedared^ there were no Hbpes 
of bis Kecoy efy . Ht kept his Senfes to 
the laft, and in his expiring Moments ac- 
knowledged my Faithfulncfs and Truths 
but begged me, as fobn as poflible to calm 
mf Mind, and to confider, that the only 
I'efniaitiing Proof I could giv6 of my Love 
towards him, was .to ftruggle with the 
Grief he was fenfible muft at firft pierce 
my Heart-, an4 to turn all my Tendernelc 
on liis'bffs^ring; the dear little Pledges 
of bur cbpltant pkflion; " So far am I," 
continued that great and gpod Man, " from 
*Vfelfiflily defiring the Remembrance of 
II me (hould be the Occafion of your Sor- 

" row^ 
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•* row, that nofhihg could now be fpfci^ 
•* a Comfort jo my Thoi|ght$^ a? the 
•' having any Hopes you mrght ever enjoy 
*^ with another Hoiband^ that Happinefs 
•' which Ihave made it the Study and 
" Pleafure of my Life you (hould partake 
•* with me^ Perhaps ^ your Station may 
" demand youf Hfnd as a Sacrifice tatfae 
^ public Peace. If fo^ your own Good- 
'* nefs, my O^avia^ Vf]l\ direft you how 
*^ to aft J and I am.fatisfied my^ Advice 
** would be unncceflary 4nd ufelefs. Bu^ 
^ turn from m^ the tender SofjCpefs of ypiir 
*^ Eyes J and remember ft is my^dying 
" Requeft, that you endeavour,, with. ^U 
'^ your Strength, to furmount your Af- 
** fliftjpn for my Lofs.". In Word$ like 
thefe, which in broken-' Accents: ^;f<)^ce(J 
their Way from his trembli;ijg Lips, my 
dear Marcellus breathed hi§ 'laft^ and. left 
me in Appearance dead as hinxfelL My 
Grief, which: was too ij][tenfe for^Utter^^^^ 
,too deep to vept icfell' m'^qm)^ Mevy't^ 
my labouring Heart, and, tor rthe prcfcnt, 
deprived me of Life and Motion^ My 
Attendants toolc ri^e Trom this difmal 
' ^Scene, 
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Scene, and bore me to an Apartment far 
diftant from my deceafcd Hufband. There 
1 lay fome Hours, as in a Trance ; but 
yet my Imagination bufied itfelf in con- 
fufed and wretched Ideas. Bufy RecoHec- 
tiori flufhed on my too faithful Memory all 
the paft Scenes of Tendtemefs I had enjoyed 
with my departed MarceUus\ and forced 
Tears from my Eyes, till they could flow no- 
longer ; and the direful Thought that he was 
dead, andlfliould never behold him again^ 
tortured my Soul. His uncommon Gcne- 
roflty,. \v\ fo earneftly wiihing my Happi- 
ncfs, when he himfelf (hould be no more 
capable of fliaring it, raifed my Admira- 
tion, and increafcd my Grief. 

In this Agony of Sorrow I formed ^d 
Refalutions of not marrying again. My 
Soul was fo entirely fixed on my irrepa-^ 
rabk Lois^ thatthexe was no Room for 
even the Thoughts of. a Second Hufband 
to find a Place in my diftrafted Mind;: 
But when^by the Abundance of my Tcars^ 
and the long. Roving of my bewildered 
JbDagioation, m^^ Grief was a. little ex* 
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hauftj^d^ apd^onfeqi^entl)^ b^an toiubiidc^ 
iFeflefted^ that it wa3 the laft Command 
of MarcHlus^ that I fhould ftru^Ie tOy 
formopnt my Affli(5tion, in order to de- 
monftrate coy Love of him, by my tender 
(pare pf our Offspring. This excited my 
Attention; and I cried out, "Shall then 

V the lafl;, the dying Command of my be- 

V \<y^t4 H\ift)and be the only one in which. 

V I ever difpbeyed him ? Is there any the 
«* ijoojfttryip^Prpof of R^^ardrl would not 
*Vgrapt him? Shall Offa^ia givt^ Loofe 
•* to Sprro^ys (which, ^s they ^re the pre- 
** fent Bent of her Nature^ ^ould be her 
** greateil Indulgence) till tlxey link her 

•to the Grave?; And Ihall fhe want 
** Coufageto live, in order to preferveall 
Vrthc dicar] Remains pf MarfeUm, from 

V being tpffed, hdplcfs and forlorn, pa 

V dife mwcilcfi and unrelentmg World ?** 
ThiS' Goofideration had Forre enough ta 
enable me to exert my utnioft Strength ta 
prevent my Grief from preying tDo:deq)ly 
on my I^eart. Hawevcr, ^ -poiiild ooii 
€x>nqu€r my borrow ipahfoluj^ely, but th^t 
for Days and WiCcks it wpuld fee upgi 

wretched 
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Mfa«4 fieh^vip*?fo a^d pftw by ?jycfee^iii> 

m^, thaif difi, 5a^ the Cri^dit of ^ t^vHyRo:'^ 
ffumM^trom whoa at the very time uiy: 
rj^lvTroubfe was Jb grcajt; that had 1 not) 
exieFted all: my Heiroifoi^ aod: fqpport^d; 
myfetf fey ren>emherisg the lift I^jun^ionsi 
of j*jy beloved M^cellm^ it muftfoon baver 
t^mimtted in my Death; whereas thof&i 
Sorronta.with which wa are. bttt fll^tlyi 
alleft^t may br€»k:forth» ackd be ag^tij 
rofti^infict . at jomt, own Will ori Flcafurey 
smd according to theoutward Apj^atncft 
Wffthiftk i?i^i prcipfir Ho m^ke, . v 

£^i:iiSa{idt&g;m: tius Betirement t!bi 
f^I tW. R|^i<^ ol* my Days, employed 
\fi th€ careful Education ^of thofe dear in^ 
£mts« for wbo£fc (qood alone Life was any^ 
lei^er the. Obj^aof iiiy Wiihcs. Bbtii 
al^ thiswastiotidlowedme, Iwa&del^ 
lined ^iiq>pear againioh the public Stage;' 
^^ad fihfi Pait allotted me was botJi dilfii^ 
cult andl painful Tor gie to per&x^ixK. A 
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civif War was already broke forth bctwectf 
ij^efar zxidi Antbonf. But Fuhia, AHth^ny^s- 
Wife, who, to forte her Hufband from* 
Cttopatrai had been the chief Promoter of 
thisT War, being now dead, the commoiF 
Friends of the two Triumvirs propofed 
the giving me to Anthon^y as a Pledge of 
Peace, and a Means of future Union be- 
tween diem. When Cafar fent me this- 
Propofal,Iwas (hocked much more than if 
he had decreed my Death as the Means of 
thePuWic Good. A retired and foStaiyLife^ 
with miy Children was all theComforr my ir-^ 
reparable Lofs had left me. The Name of 
Wife^ once fo much my Gtory; and my 
Joy, was now to become my Mifery ; and 
iiiftead of Marceltus^ I was to call Murk 
jintboftf by the once loved Name oft Hup^ 
hand. I could form no Conception hoW" 
k was poffiblie for me to livfe . with him;. 
as he bad been the Dupe both ^ of Fuhtd 
and Cleopatra. Rdvia^ mixvWCjbitbmf wa& 
Mafter at R(7x^,'after the DeatJi4>f JfiAiix 
C^foT^ had made adl: Things^ v^al, and 
in her own Apartment, fold Governments^ 
Pro.vm(%3,andKingdams».to the bdfcPiir? 

chafer^ 
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diiaftr. She was not alhamed. Sword in 
hand, to head the Senators of her Party j 1 
to harangue, and give Orders to the Sol- I 
diers; arid mixln Council with the GenQ^ 
irals. During the xlrdadful Pirofcriptton 
before-mentioned^ Hie Kerfclf, from pri- 
vate Pique, and iniplacable ReV^nge, 
commanded the M^ffacre of feyeralM^ 
v^om the Triuoavits had fpared. Even 
-beyond the Gr^ve ; did hfer Revenge pur- 
fue her Enemies. Kor when the Head of 
Gcero was brought her, taunting, fpitring 
on, and infulting it, fhe pierced his 
Tongue fcvecal Times . through with a 
Bodkint ^d lamented bis being dead, 
only as it was out .of the Power of her 
Malice to murder him bve^ again; And 
<as to Cleopatra^ fhe fcrupled no Murder, 
Treachery or Artifice, to gratify her An>- 
bition^ and^iiidijlge her extravagant Htf- 
mour.^ What Hopes then, could I encer- 
tain, but that the Man, who had been Slave 
to Two fuch Women,' would defpife attd 
fcorn a Wife of ^ quite different Charadter? 
"What Reafoft had I to bclifcve but that hie 
iBTouId ciaUMecknefei^Mcannefs of Spirit? j^ 
4 %sA 



andiimBc aBiTpdlkbtmiinciinsdcto fbv^v^,. 
was ibnly! fawing to ix Waht of 'H^ftdii- 
4i6tiy and arwiwrfeHog ufnftcady Tcin|)er:J? 
•i^W/t^/tf ^toid QebpatraZbAd: Twltd Mm by 
rSiica|iagbm J ahd vdotible Dcfignsii I dkad 
-nsyer^an Ihtehtton m any one A£ttan/6f 
.ffFjT luifebeybad what I openjy avowed lo 
^my F#fends. ^ ->I had from my Infancy^con- 
Wafted the u^moft Abbo¥raice of any the 
le^ Efiiudi^ftdl could «ot belpifafpe^- 
'ingthat die^Mah who had fo long been nf^ 
:to rtiiftake^A^tlfee-fotOjiermflfefe^Heait, 
rwioutd, by the fame; Rule, mifinfierpret 
.'SimpHcky and ^Hoaefty Ifor Perfidy and 
fC^mniQg. ^But liocwichfiiadidiiige'all tny 
ipiab, utid^the Relodtttirce r.had of Wing 
iagtiin a Wife, after :I: had:loft Marxj6UuS\ 
^yet the NeceflTit^ I few t>f' my being madea 
-Sa<5rifice to preyeat the Eiffiifioa o^'Blopd, 
-which mtiftdbe: the ^crt^ijIi^fMltrpf^an 
JMeftifie War,; tolpired :iTie M?vh a Refo- 
Jtaitittn :»! .fev5*i^<^iieref«5ry Apprebenfifin, 
tin.:Qjhder fp ftWig^ ipy jBi^er, by giyipg 
TOy Hand j:a^;fdSi^^^»y;,(I confcfsj without 
. jiiy;|ieart)..j A jS^epithajt no Confid^atioA 

'r,.-^ ' . duced 
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duced me f:6 tak^, had I been bbmln j^rf- 
'vate Life, arid had n6t my relentlefs Pate 
obliged hie fo to do. We went together 
to Rome J 'td celebrate our Nu^tkjs. . We 
.entered in Triumph/ amldft thie Acclama- 
tions of the People; wh6 being hkri'afled 
and tired out with lb many civil Wars, re- 
joiced in this Reconciliation between C^- 
far and jlnthony. That I was the Caufc 
'of this general Joy, and the Pledge of this 
Peace or Harmony, gave me alfo a Shaf e 
in the Pleafure with which it inlpir^d 
others ; and, in a great meafure, mitigated 
the ReluAance T had to this Marriage. 
As (bon as I was rtiarried, I refdlvcd to 
1)e as cautious in 'alltny Deportment to 
make yf^/Z^^/g^ a good Wife, as if4ie-hid 
been the Objeft of ttiy Choice. ' I was ev^n 
more watchful over liiy BAavibur than' I 
was /before; as fearing the Want of that 
* AfFeftion which I juftly indulged for ili?k 
£eUus^ might induce me tb be.carelefs 6f 
.'my ConduiSt to a Hiifband 'fof'whom'I 
had not, nor could have, the fartie Teh- 
dernefsj arid * to' Whom I)Uty'ptiw was to 
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fupply the Place of InGlination, We live 
fome time zx.Romc\ but as I faw there yc 
remained great Jealoufies in the Hearts c 
my Brother and my Hufband, I was muc 
Tcjoiced, when the latter, taking me wit 
hittiylth Rome^ arid went to Athens. 
flattered myfelf that Diftance from eaci 
other was the moft likely Means of pre 
ferving Peace between them. The Atht 
mans omitted nothing in their Power \x 
render my Stay with them agreeable to u 
both. 

Though at Intervals he fell into thi 
Jicentious Pleafures he had been accuftom 
^d to indulge himfelf in whilft he live( 
with Cleopatra^ yet did he now mix theli 
PJeafures withfo njuch Attention to Learn 
ingi and fucli a Delight in the Converfa 
tion of honeft and ingenious Men, tha; 
J bcg^n to imagine Time would bring hin: 
toiee the Folly of his profligate Manners 
and a^.he had an extenfive IJnderftanding, 
and was good-natured, that he would b< 
reclaimed from, Vice, and aft the Pan 
mofl: worthy of him. 

Whethca 
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Whether It waS that I was a new Objeft, 
or that the prefent Objedt' always made 
the ftrohgeftlmpreflion on the Senfes of 
Anthony y I could not determine; but he 
feemed how-to have forgot CUvpatrayZxA 
toh^vefixcdhis'Loveon itte^lone. -My 
AVdrfioh tethiS Match did not arife frorii 
any Plflike xk^ AnthoHfs Perfon (for* that 
was very agreeable), but froni a general 
piflike to being married again, and from 
ibm^Pbjetaions to Antbow'^ Gharaflrcr. 
FipW^Ver^ now his kind Endeavours to 
oblige me, arid' his Indulgent Behaviour, 
. exciteid^ ill/ Gratitii'de i which; added tb 
thtDuty r was fenfible I owed him as my 
'Hiifbana,' ci-eated in me an ardent and 
true AfFefdiroh. ' But, alas! he was. gone 
jtoo far. Cuftohi'had too much bliiided 
his Eyes, foi^ hinr ever to ht long 'atten- 
tive to* Truth';' and firbm the Time my 
;ALtK:M)p was joined to my Duty; MJfe- 
. g'an to\lpfe Ground with" him, and ob- 
lerved his Love tb d^cteafe, For Anthony^ 
. notwithftan^ing all the Affedation of an 
extravagant Paflibn, Which his Wife and 
Miftfe/s liad deceived him wirh^ was yet 
'^ ■ - M ^ 
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^ Stranger to the living with a Woman 
whofe Heart was open, and whole Lov^ 
was difinterefted and (incere. So much a 
Stranger was he to the very Marks of 
an unfeigned Padion, that not ieeii^ thofe 
Storms of R^ge he had been accuflomed 
to with thole to whom he had been the 
greatefl: Dupe, he could not fancy thajt 
Affedbion real, which wanted fucb Marks. 
He mifreprefented to himfelf all my AAi- 
ons, and difingenuouQy interpreted all 
my Words. My never giving him an 
Hint about Qeopatra (for I was afraid to 
offend, and hated the very Thoughts of 
upbraiding him) he look edon as a Sijgn Oif 
Xndiffereace. He had been ufed to lo 
vjnany Reproaches, that he knew not what 
• to think of a Woman, whofe conftant En- 
deavour it was to keep upj^ hi3 Min4 
.agreeable Images, aijd. to banifli thence 
,every Rpfledion which could Ihpck or dif- 
jpleafe hiijx. As be wi^ very paflionate, if 
thofe Men whom I knew to he his real 
'friends had inadvertently done anything 
to provoke his Anger, I always endea- 
voured to conceal its both a3 1 was very 

unwill- 
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unwilling he fhould raflily difoblige his , 
Friends, and alfo becaufe it deeply affeft- 
ed me to fee him in thofe Agonies, which 
are ufually caufed by violent Paffion. But 
if this was ever afterwards difcovered, he 
looked on my attempting to conceal it as^ 
an Inftance of Diffimulation. Whilft i 
was labouring to preferve his Friends, he 
thought me capable of fiding with his Ene- 
mies. If any Scheme fuggefted itfelf to 
me, which I imagined for his Advantage, 
I immediately apprifed him of it, without 
iany Precaution-, but this I found put him 
out of'Humour, tho' I was then ignorant 
of the Reafon of it. It ieems Cleopatra 
had always brought about her own Pur- 
pofes, by an artful Manner of makiAg 
him believe her Projeds were originally 
his own. It entered not into my Head, 
that a Man <X Anthony*^ Underftanding 
could live wijtha Woman as a Rival, and 
be angry with her, becaufe her whole 
Mind, employed on him, and in his Ser- 
Yice,fometimes propofed a Scheme for his 
Emolument, which had not happened 
firft tp come from himfelf. I had been 
, . M 2 ^ifei 
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ufed to live with Mdrcellus in fo free and 
undifguifed^a Manner, that I had no Idea 
of concealing in my Bqfom any. lurking 
Sufpicions, which I fhould be afhamed of 
avowing to the World; and as I had never 
once dreamed bf any Superiority dver my 
Huflband, his fuppofing rrtf harbouring 
fuch a Thought, was beyohd my Compre. 
hehfionJ But yet, unfbitunatdy for rii'e, 
I had always the Reputation of having an 
Underftanding uncommon for a Woman : 
Arid this Reputation made Jntborry imz- 
gine that I valued myfelf on it, and pre- 
lumed to be his Equal; Though far diftant 
from me Was any fuch Fancy, yet was he fo 
fatisfied of its Truth, that he fometrmes, 
for a Week together, would treat riie with 
a Suriinefs not at all like his natural Dif- 
pofition*, and the common Subje6t of his 
Difcourfe was, the Contempt he had for 
all Women of Senfe. This would he ac- 
company With fuch Looks, and fpeak in 
fuch a Voice, as plainly proved his Satire 
was levelled ^tOilavia. The Obfervation, 
that Satire does riot hurt except the Cap 
fits us, may perhaps be true in our Com- 
merce 
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merce with Strangers; but where Affec- 
tion is concerned, there is nothing more 
falfe. It is the Unkindnefs of the Perfon 
which levels the Satire at us, and not the 
Satire itfelf, that pierces the Soul. What 
-then was it to me to live with the Man I 
loved, who was daily inventing new Ways, 
and various JExprcffions, to give me Tor- 
ment ? Small was the Relief which arofe 
from the Confideration of my not deferv- 
ing his Satire. For though his* Words 
could not, yef the Unkindnefs of the 
Speaker wounded me tb the H6art; and 
fo unpardonable was this Fault of having 
an Undcrftanding, thar it msidQ Jnihony 
incapable of pitying my Infirmities, or 
commiferating my Sufferings. Alas! how 
melancholy was the Refleftion that it was 
neceflary for my Huiband to entert*ain*a 
Contempt for me, before it could be in 
my Power to raife his Compaffion ! I 
could not help fearing that CompalTion, fo 
raifed, took its Rife from fome other 
Motive than mere Good-nature. To con- 
quer Love, whilfl we live with the Per- 
fon we have long thought the Qbjeft of 
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it, is probably as difficult a Talk as can be 
allotted the human Mind : But when that 
Objeft is a Hufband who claims our Du- 
ty, and has a Right taour Obedience, 
what is it but to tear away our Inclinations 
from the Objedt to whofe Will and Plea* 
fure we are obliged to fubmit ? A Situa- 
tion too dreadful to be defcribed! 

So little did I value myfelf on my Un* 
derftanding, that I would willingly have 
parted with it, to have gained my Hus- 
band's Love. I faw the Caufe of my 
Wretchednefs,^ and at the fame time was 
confcious how impoffiHe it was to corrcft 
my Fault; for when once ylnthony was 
convinced in himfelf that I imagined his 
Underftanding was inferior to mine, ^l 
: ttiy'Compliance with his Willy and Sub- 
miflion to his Judgment, appeared to 
him as fo many Artifices to recommend 
my own. He fuppofed I fubmittfed, as 
People fbmetimes do to Children, for the 
Sake of prefent Quiet, and not from a 
Convidion of His Superiority. However, 
Antbon/s Difpofition was fuch, that at 

Intervals, 
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Eitervals, this Whim being out of h\9 
Mind, his Love would revive, and then he 
was very willing to confefs himfelf in the 
Wrong ; and as loon as he took this Turn^ 
he was \ineafy tilt he was reconciled. The 
MomenrIfawhimuneaf)r,myown Eager- 
nefs to remove any thekaflPain I but 
fancied he fek^ incited me to be before- 
hand with hrmv andtaexert the iitmofl; 
in my Power to accomplifh a Reconcilia- 
tion. Thus whenever heufed me ill, I 
had the Vexation of fuj^orting that Treat- 
mtnti whiW: I alfa (harcd any Anxiety it 
might create my Hu(band afterwards. But 
this* made him carelefs how often he quar- 
relled with, or, to fpeak mo^ prc^rly, 
how oftca he a&ufed me; for that could 
hot well be called a Quarrel, wherein I 
afted no Part, unkfs of Sufiering. He 
would often give fuch an rlKnatured Con- 
ilruftion to my Satisfaction at feeing him 
in good Temper again, as perfectly afto* 
i^ifhed me; for he infifted on its being a 
Froof how much better and more obliging 
Women are for being fometimes treated 
with Severity and Rigpur.. My AfFedtioa 
/ M 4 would 
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would not per-mii; me, |o behold him a 
Moment in any UneajSnefs, which ip was 
in my Power to remove; and as the re-, 
moving even the kaft , Appearance of it 
was my chief Point in View, I ne^ver 
hefitated an Inftant j^ow I fhoqld behave 
on fuch Occafious. Tbis: Gond^^ (Cr^ed 
from the Mind of jbffbotty all Fear io hi?^^ 
Converfe with me ; und ! was vei?y fenfible 
that an artful Wonian (who in all Disputes 
bad no Confideraiion for what he felt,^ but 
who employed iherThought$ in ende^yom-- 
ing to work fome' .fccref'Purppfe of h^ep 
own, from the HaftSnefs of his Temper, 
and therefore, under the Presence of paf^ 
l!cn2t;e Grief for his ill TrQatm.ent pff ;|ier, 
kept up the . Dilpute, aad .w^3 rtooncijed 
juft as (ht thoughp prop^f^ to inftfe^ hina 
cautious in his future Behaviour to? her) 
would have led^/fe/i^a^ to m^ke a^ptljei' 
Difcovery; namely, how aeceflfafj^iiitiis 
for a Man*s own tlappinefe^; to Ufe rtbe 
Woman with whoih he 'lives, with lienlty 
and Good-nature. There is in every 
Mind fonie Degree tf the Paflion of PeaM 
Misfortunes I could fupport, and Defeth 

I could 
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I could ha\re met with more. Refolu^ipa 
than the Frowns and lU-hunfiour of the 
Man I loved. To avoid this dreaded 
Evil was the chief Study of my Life; but 
I deftroyed my own Purpofe, and fuffering 
my Apprehenfion of Antbonfs Difpleafure 
to aft too ftrongly, I overcame his Fears ; 
and therefore when he was in an Ill-hu- 
moiir, he looked on me as the fitted Ob- 
jedt to vent it upon<» When I was firfl: 
married to Anthony^ my Submiffionto him^ 
arofe from Duty; but when I loved him 
I watched his very Looks, in order to ex- 
ecute his Commands even before he fpoke 
them. TJhen by degrees I loft him; and 
wl^at moft furprifed me, were his repeated 
Complaints that I did not obey him. 1 
examined myfelf continually, and ftill 
increafed my Care, that he fhould have 
no Caufe for thefe Complaints. But, Fool 
that I was ! by this Management, inftcad 
©f curing,.., I, augmented the Evil- 

I ha4 been accuftomed to live vyrith» 
Marcellus^ who loved me for my honeft 
Simplicity J and where Art was; required: 
. M 5 to* 
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to preferve a Man's AfFeftions, it was 
impoffible but I muft lofc them, I was 
young, and very handfome; yet, notwith- 
ftanding all Anthotrf% Admiration of 
Beauty, even that had not Force enough 
to prevent his making ufe of Artifices, 
which cannot be praftifcd by thofe who 
feel a true Love ; for at once to be aftu- 
ated by the violent Turns of Paflion, and 
coolly to follow the Didbates of a flow and 
lingering Burning, is beyond our Powen 
When we had lived at Athens this unhappy 
Life (for fo it was to me) Five Years, an- 
other Scene opened to my View. The 
Jealoufies between Anthorrf and C^efar^ 
which were on^ly ftnothered, and not er- 
tinguifhed, by my being made the Sacri* 
fice to Peace, were always ready to re- 
kindle ', and my Hufband, provoked at 
fome Reports he heard of defar^ fet Sail 
with a great Fleet for Raly. He faifeJ to 
the Port of Brundttjtum\ but being there 
refufed Harbour, he made for Tarentum. 
Here I prevailed with him to fend me to 
my Brother, in hopes I might obtain a 
Peace. I met C^efar in the Way, accom • 

^anicd 
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panfed with his Friends Jgrippa anjd Ma- 
emas. After mutual ExprelFions of Kiiid- 
fieft, r conjured him to eonfider, that the 
Eyes of the whole World were turned oa 
me, on account of my Connexion, witl^ 
the Two moft celebrated Perfqns in it, 
Jiimfelf ahd Anthe^\ to one of whom I 
was the Sifter, and to tlie other a Wife^ 
If, faid I, perfidious Counfels fhould 
take Place, and War fhall be the Con- 
iequence, 0£iavia will be wretched with- 
out Redrefsj for on which Side fpever 
Viiftory falls, I fhall be a certain Lofer^ 
Infhort, by my Prayers and Tears, I fa 
jpacified and foftened my Brother, that I 
had the Pleafure of once more feeing my-^ 
fclf ,th6 Caufe of Harmoay between him 
and my iHufband-. They granted niy Re- 
queft, tb» aflSft each other in the Wars 
wherein ihey were engaged. They parted 
very gopAFneteds; Cf/ir goiiig to majce 
Wan with Pc?«iipgf, for the Recovery of 
Sicifyy.2Xi^ Jntfmnj fetting Sail for; Jj^a: 
But in. hi$ Way, his old pifcafe returned^ 
He feat for C^^^/r^,,; and, j again fattened 
<m himfelf her. Chains., i^erhaps he. wa^i 
*...- ^ • M6/ ^'" dilV 
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difpleifed at my Manner of partifig witEr 
him. For, i^otwithftainding tbc Perpl.exky 
his Behaviour often occafioned, yet I really 
loved him"; and when I knew that theNc* 
ceflity of Affairs^ and both his Honc^ir and 
Intereft, required our ppefent Separation, 
left my Grief fhoiild give him Uneafinefs, 
I ftrove with the iitmc^ Efforts of my 
Refolution to conceal it from him : And 
whatever Sorrow I felt, I fupprefled or 
fmothered it, till he was at a Diftance not 
to be affe(5fed bf it. My Care was need- 
lefs; for it was not in my Power to vex 
or difpleafe him. However,, being igno«»^ 
rant of the true State of his Mind, 1 aftecj 
with as much CatJtion, from the Bare 

r . 

Fancy that I might poffibly Hurt him, a* 
if I had really heeh the Objeft'of hisjLbve; 
As fooh as I eoiildcajripc^e my Thoughts 
after his Departure, I employed myfilf 
wholly iii th^ Gaife of his Children,, ^s wdj 
of thofe he had by Fitkfii^ as my-owii. 
The linfof turiate Childftfli "^ha had • loft 
their Mother, were ttoe Objeasfof m^ 
Compaflionj and the Love J bofC' their 
Father, extended to them,, as bis Offsprings 
' ' ' Nor 
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Nw did.the News I had heard of^Cleopatra^ 
sitoate my Care, or irritate my Reveiige 
ta gratify itfelf on their helplefs Innocence.^ 
^o confefs the Truth, Revenge was not 
much in my Difpofitionj and I now ex- 
perienced the Falfehood of the Affertion, 
that Love may be turned into Hatred, and 
that Hatred be heightened in Proportion^ 
|o the Degree of the Love it fuccceds^. 
Love indeed, when it is only the Confe- 
quence of Pride gratified, will vanifh a^ 
j^oa ais that Pride Js piqued; and will 
forrender up its Place to Averfion; which 
is the more natural and more general Con- 
fequence of unbounded Pride, But as 
I^ove was my predominant Paffion, it was 
built pii the Gratification of no other; and 
therefore its Difappointment, whatever it 
made me fuffer, did not burft out inta 
Rage. This I am certain of, that I did 
jftot hate. Anthm^. For though from this 
Tin^e forward he treated me with the ut* 
moft Scorn and Negleft, yet 1 could with 
Plcafure hear of his Profperity, and was 
cjeeply .concerned at his Ruin; notwith- 
ftanding his mad Paffion for Ckopatra was 

,.'■"'■ ' -^ ■ the 
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the Occafion of it. .When I heard of his 
miferable Retreat from Partbia (though 
his Hafte to Return to Egypt was the 
Foundation of that Mifery), yet was I 
fhocked with the Account of the Hard* 
Ihips he had endured; and alfo pleafed 
with the Gopdnefs of his Behaviour to. 
wards his Followers, when he had brought 
them into that Diftrefs. Any one Aftion 
for which I could find Reafon to approve 
and praiie him, gave me moreSatisfadKon, 
than if, from the fame Paflion he had* for 
Cleopatra^ he would have thrown himfdf 
at my Feet, whilflr he was ravaging and 
deftroyingthe refli of Mankind. The Par- 
ticulars of Antbofrfs future Conduft cartic 
to my Knowlege only by the means of £>-«- 
far. For as he was now overwhelmed 
in, Fondnefs ^ot Ckopatfa^ who, I was 
confcious, had no View on him but to 
promote her own ambitious Deligns; f 
pxpefted to hear nothing, that \(rouH tend 
to his Honour, and would not fiiffer any 
one to mention to me what tended* to his 
Difgrace. Although, he hegledled me,.' yet 
iiCjWas ftill my Hufbahdj and Itheughrit 

did 
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did not become me to hear him reviled or 
defamed. I prevailed with even C^efdr^' 
when he related Matters of Fa£t, to foften 
his Expreffions o{ Antbotrfy in Complai- 
Tance and Refpeft to his unhappy Wife, 
Matters of Faft I efteemed it neceflary to 
know, that I might endeavour^ as much 
as poliible, to palliate my Brother's Rage, 
and avert from Antboty the dreadful Coii- 
fequences which, feemed to threaten him 
from his prefent unfortunate Situation. 
Hooked on him as one under the Preva- 
lence of a malignant DiAemper, and would 
(had my Power equalled my Will) have 
preferved him from its dire EflFedls. But 
all my Endeavours for his Prefervation 
proved fruitlefs. He had given a Loofe 
to his unbridled Pafllons, and thrown off 
the Reins that (hould have curbed hia 
wild Imagination^ My Mind fromhence* 
fiarward, whilfl: Antbowf lived, laboured 
under great Anxiety, and I was in conth» 
nual Alarm for his Security and Protec- 
tion. I could net help attempting all 
that was in my Power to refcue my HuC- 
band from Deftruftionj and therefore. 
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before the civil War had blazed into 
an inextinguifhable Flame, with C^far*s 
Permiflion, I went to fcek Anthony^ to 
make one lafl: Effort to fnatch him froni 
his impending Fate. But at Athens I re* 
ceived, among others, the following Let* 
ter from him, fignifying his Pleafure that 
1 fhould wait for him there^ and proceed 
no farther. 

Anthony to Octavia. 

- ^^\ am apprlfed of your Arrival at 
*' Athens y and your Intentions of proceed- 
*' ing farther, in order ta meet me. The 
*< Purpofe of your E^cpe^tion I (hall not 
^^ dilate upon; but whatever it is, let me 
** acquaint' you,; that your Attendance or: 
•* Company will at prefent be neither pr6- 
♦^ per ncMT ^reeable. I muft therefore «i- 
** lift on your waiting for me at Athens^ 
^* till you hear more of my Pleafupe. Thi* 
5* I hope you will not fail to comply with- 

^ Toursy 

** Anthony.*'* 
By 
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By this I faw plainly he w^s Jinked top 
faft in C/^^f^/r^'s Chains, to leave the leqfl: 
remaining Hope of his ever fhaking them 
off. Her fear of lofing him called forth 
all her Artifice; and by the Pretence of 
dyiqg for L,pye of him, Ihe raifed his Cqm- 
paffion, and confined it entirely to herfelf ; 
whilft Tears of real Sorrow dropp^ un- 
,heeded from my Eyes. Tears which 
flowed from the double Source of his cruel 
5cornj, and his approaching Ruin. ^ How- 
ever, no harfli Word againft him broke 
from my Lips, nor did I intermix any 
bitter .Reproaches in the Letters I wrote 
him, to know how he would have the 
-Prefents I had brought hiqi from my Bro- 
ther diifpofed of, as ivill appear from 'the 
-following. ^ .: 

OgTAVIA to ANTHOKy. 

" Agreeable to your Plea futie (Which'I 
" am ever conftant to' obftrve) I wait at 
^^ Athens^ expeding your farther Direc- 
" tions. In the* mean while, permit me, 
^ dear Antbory^ to beg the Favour of con- 
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'•• fulling you in relation to the Difpofal 
** of the Prefents I have brought you from 
•* my Brother. Your Commands on this, 
'** and all other Occafions, fliall be faith- 
•* fully obeyed by her, who, impatient of 
*« feeing you, is» with all Sincerityv 

^^Tovraffeaionate andoiedientW^ey 

•^OCTAVIA.*' 

But I foon received his Commartds in a 
contemptuous Epiftle, to rttum tXiRx^me. 

ANTHOKy to GCTAVIA, 

*^ I am lorry, my dear OUavia^ that you 
•* give yourfelf the Trouble of writing to 
*• me fo very often. The Prefents you 
*• mention will be properly taken Care 
•*of,.by my Orders. Your immediate 
•* Return to Rome (where you will have 
!*• an Opportunity to thank your Brother 
•* for them, if you think fit) will be the 
/* moft agreeable Compliance you can 
** make to the Will and Wifhcs of 

*'Anthowy.*' 
\com- 
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I complied with his Orders, and departed. 
And now I expefted that Hoftilities would 
foon commence : For my Brother, I knew, 
would not brook this Indignity ; nor could 
I in any Ihape Ibften it enough to conceal 
it from him. 

On my Arrival at Rome^ Cafar inMed 
much that I fliould leave my Hulband's 
Houfe, and accept of an Apartment in 
his Palace. But I intreated him to let 
me continue viiatxt Auih&ny had placed 
me, unlefs I fhouid receive from him Or- 
ders to remove. I thought, at this critical 
Time, to quit his Houfe would be making 
the Indignity more public, and increafe 
the Clamour already too general at Rome,^ 
againft Anthony. His Unkindnefs, how 
much fbever I fufFered by it, could not 
tempt me to be carelefs of his Honour. 
For, from the Inftant I became his Wife, 
I determined, whatever might be his Con- 
du6l towards me, to make his Intereft and 
Honour my chief Concern, and the Rule 
of my Aftions. But vain was my Cau- 
tion j for AnthoTTj himfclf, infatuated by 
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Cleopatra^ foon fent proper Officers to re- 
move* me froii> his.Houfe; which I could 
not leave without Tears, at the Confidera- 
tion that although I had been made (o 
great a Sacrifice for the fake of Peace, I 
ihould now "be deemed one of the principal 
Caufes of a bloody Wan I took with me 
all Anfhonf^ Children, except his eljdeft 
Son AniylluSj by FuhM, wl^o \yas with 
his Father. It was in vain for me longer 
^ to endeavour to mitigate C<!i?/^r*s Wrath. 
He was deaf to my reiterated Prayers ,and 
Intreaties. And now approached the Eyent 
I had fo much dreaded; when^ after ma- 
ny Recriminations on both Sides, was let 
loofe the Fury of a civil War, by which 
^ either my Hufband or my Brother was to 
'be exterminated^ and the Univerfe only 
to obey one Mafter. This produced the 
famous Battle of -^^/««^,- which (to hu- 
mour C/i^^^^/r^) was fought by Sea, and 
in the midft of which Ihe fled and betrayed 
Antbcny-y who, to reward her treacherous 
Flight, left his Friends^ and followed her 
as if he were her Captive, From this 
Moment (he invented new Ways to betray 

him 
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him, and devifed new Methods how Ihe 
fhould abandon him to Mifery, in order 
to make her Peace with C^efar', till at laft,: . 
by her Contrivance, his Fleet and Army 
furrendered themfelyes,^ before ^is Face, 
to the Conqueror's Mercy ' and Difcre-^ 
tion. 

From the Time of this Battle, I had 
conveyed to him repeated Mcflagesi ta 
beg of him, before it was too iiatfe, to pre- 
ferve himfelf, and allow me'again to bie^ 
the Means of his being reconciled todefar. 
But in the very Inftant that he knew C/^(?- 
pa^ra had betrayed him, on a Report of 
her be;ing dead, he chofe for her fake, by 
Self-murder to Ry from O^avia^ who was 
yet ready to receive him, and ufe her ut-' 
mofl: Endeavours to crown him with Peace 
and Empire. Strange Infatuation ! He 
had lived Five Years with me to very 
little Purpofe, if he was ftill fo ignorant 
of my Difpofition, as to imagine I would 
onCe have hinted at any Reproach for his' 
pad Infidelity. I knew it was impoflible 
to recall Yefterday, and I would hot have 
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recalled its Sorrows<» To have been 
continually opening a Wound I was par* 
ticuiarly ^efirous of healing, would have 
been the moft effedlual Method of de- 
ftroying my own Defign. But whatever 
Thoughts jinth0tf s bliad Paflion for the 
cnfnaring Queen of Egypt ^infpired him 
with, in prejudice of his unhappy Wife, 
yet did his Death alone put an End to my 
Solicitude for hb Safety : And as to Cleo* 
paira^ no infolent Triumph over her once 
entered my Mind. It had always been 
my Maxim, that Vice brought its own 
Puiniftiment; and I was not forry that (he 
efcaped the Infults with which the enraged 
Romans were prepared to have treated her. 
The Sufferings of C/^^^tf/r/^ could not have 
recalled Antborrf to Life, nor have reftored 
him to 0£lavia\ and I was capable of 
fome Pity even of a Rival. 

I omitted no Honour or Regard I could 
pay my Hufband's Memory, although I 
did not affedt any extravagant Grief for 
his Lofs, Nay, I concealed what I really 
did feel; for I knew, that in a World 

where 
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where the flighteft Provocations gen«-ally 
excite inveterate Hatred, it would have; 
been thought incredible that I could derive 
any thing but Pleafurc from the Mifery or 
Death of a Man who had ufed me with 
Ncgte^t ^ Scprn, 

From this Time forward I propofed to 
leadareclufe and private Life, employed 
in the Proteftion of my own zadJn^ojjff*% 
Children. Bjuti alas ! my Train of Mis- 
fortunes was not yet compleated. For the 
young MarceUuSy my Son by the beft of 
Hufbands and of Men, was arretted and 
^ken from me by the inexorable Sum? 
mons of Fate. He was in the Flower of 
Jiis Agej and had, as well by his filial 
Puty, as great Improvements, amply com- 
penfated my Care in the Education of 
liim. His Virtues and Accomplifliments 
had rendered him the Objedl both of pri- 
vate Efteem and public Admiration, de- 
far had entertained fo high an Opinion of 
his Merit, as to chufe him for^ his Suc- 
ceflbr in the i?^;«tf» Empire; and hfs 
Choice met with univerfal Approbation. 
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My Brother, and the whole State, lament- 
ed his Death, and j>ai^ him every fio^ 
nour that could confecratje hi^ Memory, 
or demonftrate their unaflfedled Concern, 
But atnorigft'ail thefe public Ekpreflions 
of Honour, none equaSted the celebrated 
Eulogy of the Poet Vir^ilj which has 
fo defervedly immortalized his own and 
the Gharafter of my beloved Son. j^ei- 
ther theEmperor nor myfelf could refrain 
from Tekrs at the Rccftal of his pathetic 
t>efcriptiphj and^htehhe hienti6ned the 
Name oi'vdi Son 'Marctltusj I ^fainted 
away, iand thus gave Teflfifnohy both t6 
the Power of the Poet, andthe Intenfenefi 
of my own AfBi6Kon. To- refift this un- 
cxpedled Event, required the utmdft Eft- 
forts of my Refolutlbn. : ft ftruck^ to* my 
Heart its pointed. Arrow, and though I 
could ftifleoutward Complaints,yetIcou}d 
not but feel an inward Anxiety, So deeply 
was I affefted, that I <:6uld never after 
bear to fee any Pidure or Imagfe of him ; 
nor fufFerhis Name to be mentioned, nor 
the Verfes written in his Praife t6 be re- 
Cited. My having been long accuftomed 
3 to 
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i» fubdue my Paliions, and keep tKewv- 
from infalrin^ over my Reafoft, was in-- 
deed of inexpreflible Service to me on this 
Oocafion; it preferved me from expofing 
myfelf to Diftraftlon by an Excefs of' 
Grief, and reftrained within fome Bounds' 
i]fiy Sorrows, even for the Lofs of thi» 
Pledge of Love left me l37^Hdfband Mar-i^ 
f'ellus. Neverthelefs, fo fatat an Accident 
gave a more ferious Turn to iiiy Mind^ 
than ufual, and fixed a kind of Melaosj 
chbly on me, which I could not even de-^ 
fire to caft off, as it now becanie my great- 
eft Relief. This, however, did not pre- 
vent me from exerting myfelf to perform: 
what I thought my Duty. In Jntbon/%: 
Life I had always taken care of his Chil- 
dren by Fulvia -, but after his Death, 1 
fuper-intended the Education, and pro- 
moted the Fortune of the Childfen brought 
tiim by the Queen of Egypt i 2^6, mWriei 
tkt young Cleopatra to the King of A&«r/- 
tania^ who was celebrated for his Know- 
lege of the Scientes-, and, the Strength 
of his Underftanding. Revenge, as 1 
have before /aid, hkd a ^ef y Iniall Share^ 
N \tw 
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in my Compofition^ and I think, hadL 
been naturally inclined to it, the Troubles 
which now aflailed me on the Death of my 
Son, muft have foftened and even fup- 
preffed my Refentment. 

I Jived Thirteen Years, after the Lofs of 
my Son MarceHusy hut quitted the Court, 
and fpent my Time in Solitude and Re- 
tirement 5 where Books and Philofophy 
were both my Support and Amufement. 
From Refkftion I had nothing to vex or 
upbraid me, in reference to my paft Con^ 
duft. The Children, as well Fulvia^s as 
my own, anfwered my Expeftation, and 
I faw them happy around me. My Soul 
was clear as a Ifmpid Stream. No Paflion 
difcompofed my Tranquility; and I be- 
came as unruffled by perplexing Sorrow, 
as a fmiJing Infant. When I recolleded 
tny paft Life, I had the Pleafure of con- 
fidering, that notwithftanding the many 
unavoidable Misfortunes I had endured, 
yet as I had aded uprightly, and without 
Guile, I could not condemn myfelf for 
being theCaufe of any of thofe Misfor- 
tunes* 
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tunes. My honeft Simplicity, by pro*- 
curing the Efteem and Love of Mdrcellus^. 
was compenfated with more Happinefs 
than could have been my Fate by any bafe 
Defigns, or perfidious Treachery. 

At length did I receive the Reward of 
confcious Virtue ; for, applauded by the 
Romans^ valued by their Emperor, grate- 
fiiUy treated by my Children,, and with a. 
Mind fteady, ferene, and calm, I funk 
in Peace,.and refigned my Breath, without 
any Remorfe to embitter^ or One Thought 
of Terror to difturb, my laft Moments* 
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